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Soothe AwaySoothe Away

Made with the finest salts from 
around the world: French Grey  

Sea Salt from Guerande region of 
France, Himalayan Pink Bath Salt, 

Hawaiian Lava Salt, Red and Black 
Dead Sea Salt, plus 2000 mg. of 

Hemp oil extract (THC free) per 4 oz.

Handcrafted in small batches to ensure the highest quality of 
ingredients are in every package here on Whidbey Island!

SOOTHE AWAY YOUR ACHES, PAINS, STRESS AND ANXIETY

     Premium All Natural Bath Salts

INGREDIENTS: 
French Grey Bath Salt, Pacific Bath Salt, Himalayan Salt,  

Red Salt, Black Salt, MSM, Hemp Oil Extract, Essential Oils

12 oz. Bag  |  6,000 mg. Hemp Oil Extract

February 2 through February 8, 2023

Feb 3-19, 2023
Evenings: 7:30 pm
Matinees: 2:30 pm

Tickets and Box Office
360-679-2237

730 SE Midway Blvd, Oak Harbor
www.whidbeyplayhouse.co

Produced in special arrangement with Concord Theatricals (www.concordtheatricals.com)
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Paccar donates engine to SVC  p. 4

WATCH 
REPAIR &

BATTERIES

Allow Linds to help 
you with all your watch 

repair and watch 
battery needs.

All repair estimates 
are FREE.

1609 E. Main St • Freeland • 360-221-6111
www.lindswhidbeyisland.com
Monday-Saturday 10-6, Closed Sunday

By Kathy Reed Whidbey Weekly

Theater lovers of all ages will enjoy the latest production offered by 
Whidbey Playhouse in Oak Harbor. The Neil Simon classic, “Barefoot in 
the Park,” opens Friday at the community theater and will run through 
Sunday, Feb. 19.

The Playhouse production is directed by Dave Frazer, with Connor Mag-
noli and Karina Andrew playing Paul and Corie Bratter, Shaelyn Christie 
plays Corie’s mother, Ethel Banks, and Steve DeHaven plays the colorful 
upstairs neighbor, Victor Velasco. Chris Kehoe, as telephone repairman 
Harry Pepper, and Lachlan Waterbury as the delivery man, round out the 
small cast.

The romantic comedy was Simon’s longest-running Broadway hit, pre-
miering in 1963. (It was made into a film in 1967, starring Robert Redford 
and Jane Fonda.) The story centers on newlyweds Paul and Corie. Paul is 
a lawyer just beginning his career. Corie is more of a free spirit, who has 
selected the couple’s first apartment, a small space on the fifth floor of 
a New York brownstone – the sixth floor if one counts the steps of the 
stoop, which most folks do.

The Playhouse production has stayed true to the original time period, 
which is a fun throwback for those old enough to remember the 60s and 
a quirky, somewhat old-fashioned time for those of younger generations. 
But, as with most Neil Simon works, the emphasis isn’t on the time period 
– it’s on the characters and their relationships.

“Neil Simon plays are filled with zany characters who approach everyday 
issues with unintentional comedic flair,” said Frazer. “Like most 
plays, conflict allows for development of character and 
Corie and Paul are presented as personality oppo-
sites. She approaches life full of fun and adventure, 
while Paul only sees what’s wrong with the apart-
ment. He thinks she is too frivolous, while she 
thinks he is a stick-in-the-mud who doesn’t 
know how to have fun.”  

The play is well cast and the actors – who 
have an extreme amount of dialog to 
remember – do an excellent job of making 
their characters believable and real. One 
can feel the exuberance and excitement 
of a young couple in love, just settling into 
their first home, and one can easily read the 
signs of frustration as the two begin quickly 
learning about the realities of marriage.

Frazer said the actors do a great job of making the 
emotions “big.”

“Simon writes juxtapositions of emotions into ‘Barefoot’ 
that we have tried to exploit to the fullest,” he explained. “This 
is developed most evidently in Act 2 Scene 2, when Paul and Corie are 
having the fight. One of them is always ramped up while the other is 
much calmer. Simon flip flops these emotions so that they are rarely on 
the same emotional level.”

“Corie is optimistic and spontaneous, as well as a chronic people pleaser, 
who feels all her feelings in a big way,” said Andrew of her character. “All 
of this sometimes works to her benefit — like helping her to see the best 

in her disaster of an apartment — but sometimes it causes her to steam-
roll right over other people’s needs and feelings.

“It would be easy for Corie to come across as a silly girl who just needs to 
grow up, but as I’ve considered Corie’s arc as a whole, I’ve tried to portray 

her for who I think she is — a resourceful and determined woman 
who grows to recognize and appreciate the depth and 

validity of others’ feelings, even when they’re different 
from her own,” she continued.

“Paul is a lawyer fresh out of law school and 
just starting his first days at his new law firm 

in New York,” Magnoli described. “He is 
young, ambitious, and is trying to have that 
proper and conservative attitude that he 
believes all lawyers should have. 

“Funnily enough, according to my [in real 
life] wife, I do not need to do much ‘acting’ 
for this character,” he continued. “I naturally 

like order and routine in my day-to-day life 
and tend to get flustered when the plan goes 

inevitably awry. So as the rehearsals have pro-
gressed, I have worked really hard on bringing 

out Paul’s frustration and exasperation with the 
world when it does not go exactly as he planned.”

DeHaven, who is making his first appearance on the Whid-
bey Playhouse stage, said he thought he could have some fun 

with his character.

“Victor Velasco starts out as something of a freewheeling vagabond,” 
he said. “By the end of the play, though, he may have found a reason to 
settle down to a quieter lifestyle. I think early on in rehearsals, I saw him as 
having the same carefree attitude about everyone and everything, but as 
I’ve progressed along with the rest of the cast, I’ve found that he has quite 
different relationships with all three of the main characters.”

Christie, who in real life is a mom to three young children, said that experi-
ence proved helpful when developing her character.

“Corie’s mom, Ethel, is having a hard time letting go of her daughter, 
who’s just gotten married,” she described. “She talks about how she’s 
now living alone, all the way out in New Jersey. She’s having a hard time 
with the fact Corie has left, and now she has no one else at home. It’s a 
hard adjustment. I don’t even like to think of my kids growing up just yet 
because the thought of them leaving is hard. I felt that came in handy, 
especially when Ethel is comforting Corie.” 

While the play does have conflict of varying degrees between all the char-
acters, cast and crew said it has been one of the most fun productions 
with which they’ve been involved. 

“Each rehearsal brought many laughs as the actors developed their 
characters and became increasingly comfortable with working with each 
other,” said Frazer. “As a director, I feel that I have been truly blessed to 
work with this group.”

By Kathy Reed Whidbey Weekly

A new club at Oak Harbor High School aims to 
put the fun in philanthropy.

“No Strangers – Wildcat Philanthropy” is a 
newly-formed group at the high school which 
plans to focus on helping the homeless in our 
community.

No Strangers is the brainchild of Calum 
Mannion and Connor Cash, both 16 and 
sophomores at OHHS. The two have known 
each other since 2011, when they met playing 
baseball for the Little League team, the Mud-
cats. The young men, who answered questions 
emailed to them by Whidbey Weekly jointly, are 
still involved in athletics, including varsity foot-
ball, baseball, basketball, swimming and tennis, 
and say they are so far enjoying a “typical” high 
school experience, “hanging out with friends, 
blasting music, skiing and more.”  

Their good sportsmanship and apparent 
team-building strengths have now taken them 
in a direction that may not be at all typical for 

New OHHS 
club focuses on 
homelessness

See CLUB continued on page 8

See BAREFOOT continued on page 8

Kathy Reed/Whidbey Weekly 
Paul and Corie Bratter, played by Connor Magnoli and Karina Andrew, are newlyweds who have just moved into their 
first apartment in Neil Simon’s classic romantic comedy, “Barefoot in the Park.” The show opens Friday at Whidbey 
Playhouse in Oak Harbor and runs through Feb. 19.

Whidbey Playhouse invites  
 you to go “Barefoot”

Kathy Reed/Whidbey Weekly 
Corie’s mother, Ethel Banks, tries to catch her breath after climbing the stairs to her daughter and son-in-law’s new 
apartment, located on the fifth floor of a New York brownstone. The quirky apartment is almost a character itself in the 
Neil Simon romantic comedy “Barefoot in the Park,” which opens Friday and runs through Feb. 19 at Whidbey Playhouse 
in Oak Harbor. Pictured from left are Connor Magnoli, Shaelyn Christie and Karina Andrew.

Kathy Reed/Whidbey Weekly 
Karina Andrew plays Corie Bratter in the Whidbey 
Playhouse production  of “Barefoot in the  
Park.” Corie tends to see the world  
through rose-colored glasses,  
which causes conflict in  
her new marriage.
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SATURDAY, JAN. 14
8:46 am, Resort Rd.
Reporting party came outside to feed her 
cats and is hearing gunshots; concerned 
that her cats are being shot; states her 
neighbors have an ongoing dispute with 
her. 

9:30 am, NE 7th St.
Requesting call; needing access to the 
Coupeville Rec Hall and wanting to know 
if someone has a key for her to get in, as 
City Hall is closed until Tuesday.

12:14 pm, Shorebird Ln.
Reporting party advising is hearing 
artillery shells, larger or likely 150 caliber 
shells (reporting party is ex-Army) from 
across the water and on the main line 
past Camano Island. States he looked up 
artillery shell ranges in the area and didn’t 
find any.

2:42 pm, Silver Lake Rd.
Caller is hearing loud explosions or large 
caliber gunshots in the area of location; 
call-taker can hear gunfire in the back-
ground.

4:40 pm, Bayview Rd.
Reporting party states someone “kid-
napped” his pig; suspect said he is part 
of sanctuary farm and said he will refuse 
to return the pig. Suspect/reporting party 
states he has had a problem with the pig 
getting out. 

8:22 pm, SW Fairway Ln.
Advising on SW Fairway Lane there is a 
loose horse; heading further onto Fairway 
from Swantown.

9:10 pm, Viewcrest Pl.
Reporting party’s cat is stuck in neighbor’s 
tree; wants to go grab cat but does not 
want to scare neighbors; was wondering if 
law enforcement would be able to be on 
scene to make sure neighbors don’t get 
scared. 

SUNDAY, JAN. 15
8:27 am, Viewcrest Pl.
Referencing cat in tree report last night, 
caller still needs assistance going onto 
neighbor’s property to retrieve the cat. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 10
1:52 pm, Classic Rd.
Advising of two horses in roadway; 
reporting party’s husband is holding onto 
one, other is staying in the area with them 
for the time being. 

3:03 pm, Fort Casey Rd.
Reporting party advising is having issues 
with subjects who were evicted prior; 
concerned they are breaking in; missing a 
tree that was planted. 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 11
4:01 am, SW 17th Ave.
Advising across the street, kids are trying 
to steal a car.

5:55 am, Zylstra Rd.
Loose cow in the area crossing the road.

9:54 am, NW Front St.
Reporting party advising she lost her keys 
and cell phone down the storm drain; 
wanting to see if someone can assist her. 
Reporting party is not on site, occurred at 
5 pm last night.

10:43 am, Central Ave.
Caller advising of theft of security camera 
outside building; thinks it occurred some-
time after Jan. 2.

12:13 pm, Donna Dr.
Reporting party requesting call to know 
what kind of gun they can use for hunting 
in Coupeville.

4:43 pm, Cultus Bay Rd.
Advising cow at neighbor’s has been 
screaming continually the past three days. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 12
5:12 pm, Moran Beach Ln.
Advising of black motorcycle at location 
with no plates; states no one is around 
the vehicle and reporting party thinks it 
is suspicious; can’t see anyone on the 
beach; states she “already kicked some-
one else out;” was advised not to do that. 

FRIDAY, JAN. 13
11:01 am, SR 20
Reporting party is requesting check on 
male who has been in a porta potty since 
5 am. No weapons seen.

12:34 pm, Lone Lake Rd.
Advising there is a pig running down 
Lone Lake Road.

Seriously, we do not make this stuff up!
Island 911

Report provided by OHPD & Island County Sheriff’s Dept.

Presented by:
Langley Chamber of  Commerce

CONTACTLESS MENU AVAILABLE

You can also visit penncovebrewing.com/events

THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF OUR TEAM AND
GUESTS IS OUR TOP PRIORITY EVERY DAY.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Made with by Popmenu 

Look at me through
your smart phone
camera!

Freeland
5488 S Freeland Ave

Coupeville
103 S Main

PennCoveBrewing.com

THANK YOU  
OAK HARBOR!

Our last day at the Oak Harbor site  
will be Jan 29, 2023. Come see us at  
our Coupeville & Freeland locations! 

Thank you for your support since 2019.

CRAFT.  COMMUNITY.  COLLABORATION.

We could use your help 
with these items:
individually packaged 
crackers
cereal
large cans of stew/chili
regular sized cans of stew/chili, 
ravioli, tuna, refried beans

DONATIONS NEEDED

1091 SE Hathaway St • Oak Harbor • 360-675-0681

NORTH
WHIDBEY

HELP
HOUSE

NORTH
WHIDBEY

HELP
HOUSE
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BitsBits  & Pieces

Influenza Claims Lives of Two People 
In Island County
The flu has claimed the lives of two Island 
County residents, according to Island 
County Public Health officials. Both deaths 
were the result of complications associated 
with Influenza A, test results confirmed.

The victims were a man and a woman in 
their 80s. Both suffered from underlying 
health conditions.

“The 2022-23 flu season has resulted in 
201 lab-confirmed influenza deaths to 
date across Washington state,” said Island 
County Public Health Community and 
Family Health Manager Shawn Morris, ND. 
“Following peak infections in November 
and December of 2022, current influenza 
activity is low in our region.”

“Getting a flu shot is highly recommended 
to help prevent getting sick and experi-
encing complications,” Morris said.

The flu is a contagious respiratory illness 
caused by viruses that infect the nose, 
throat and lungs. Some people, such as 
those over the age of 65, young children, 
pregnant women, American Indian/Alaska 
Natives and those with certain health 
conditions, are at higher risk for serious flu 
complications.

“Influenza is everywhere and living in the 
same area as someone who died from it 
does not make you at higher risk,” said 
Island County Public Health Officer Dr. 
Howard Leibrand. “Years that start like 
this often have a bimodal curve with a 
second peak in February through April. So, 
get vaccinated because it is probably not 
finished for the year.”

People who have the flu often feel all or 
some of the following symptoms: fever or 
chills, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy 
nose, muscle or body aches, headaches, 
extreme fatigue (very tired).

You can help prevent getting and spread-
ing the flu by doing the following:

• Washing your hands with soap and warm 
water (or using hand sanitizer when soap 
and water aren’t available).

• Cleaning surfaces such as keyboards, 
telephones and door handles regularly 
to kill germs.

• When sneezing or coughing, use tissue 
to cover the nose or mouth, or cough 
into your elbow.

• Staying home if you are sick.
• Getting a flu shot.

Island County Public Health is a leader 
and partner in public health by protecting, 
improving, and promoting the health and 
well-being of all people through evidence-
based practices. For more information, 
visit www.islandcountywa.gov/health.

[Submitted by Keven Graves, Island 
County]

Listen to Her Sing February 9
Only male birds sing, right? Wrong! In fact, 
this widespread notion has a lot more to 
do with human cultural and geographic 
biases than it has to do with nature. Whid-
bey Audubon Society presents Nathan 
Pieplow, who will explore the often-over-
looked songs of female birds. The 
program is virtual via Zoom on Thursday, 
Feb. 9. 

Pieplow shares audio recordings of pair 
duets of meadowlarks and blackbirds, the 
musical songs of female cardinals and 
orioles and the distinctive song of the 

female Canyon Wren, among others. He’ll 
discuss such questions such as: in which 
species do females actually sing more 
often than males? How does one know 
when they’re listening to a female Blue 
Jay? And where did this crazy idea come 
from, that only male birds sing? 

Nathan Pieplow is the author of the Peter-
son Field Guide to Bird Sounds, published 
in two volumes, one for Eastern and one 
for Western North America. An avid bird 
sound recordist and videographer, he is 
the author of the bird sound blog Earbird-
ing.com, a board member of the Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies, an author 
of the Colorado Birding Trail and former 
editor of the journal Colorado Birds. He 
teaches writing and rhetoric at the Univer-
sity of Colorado in Boulder.

This program is free and open to the 
public. Register at whidbeyaudubonsoci-
ety.org under Events to receive the Zoom 
link. The general meeting of the Whid-
bey Audubon Society is at 7:00pm starting 
with socializing and a brief meeting; the 
program begins at 7:30pm.

[Submitted by Susan Prescott, Whidbey 
Audubon Publicity Chair]

PACCAR Donates Engine to Skagit 
Valley College’s Diesel Power 
Technology Program 
PACCAR, a global leader in the design, 
manufacture, and customer support of 
light-, medium-, and heavy-duty trucks, 
has donated a diesel engine designed 
and built by the company to Skagit Valley 
College’s diesel technology program. 

The engine will provide countless 
hands-on learning opportunities for SVC 
students and provide an opportunity to 
learn on some of the newest technology in 
the industry. 

The relationship between PACCAR 
and SVC goes back decades begin-
ning with Jack Whiting, who established 
the college’s diesel power technology 
program with the goal of turning out 
competent diesel engine technicians. 

“In addition to engine donations, 
PACCAR’s technical team spends time with 
students, sharing insights not only on tech-
nical issues, but also on career opportuni-
ties and the future of diesel technology,” 
said Andringa. 

In return for its support of the program, 
PACCAR has benefited from access to the 
next generation of diesel expertise. 

“Over the past several years, more than 20 
graduates from our program have ended 
up working for PACCAR,” Andringa said. 

Andringa also noted demand for skilled 
diesel technicians is particularly strong. 

“The industry has been taking whatever we 
can supply, and a lot of our students are 
already employed,” said Andringa. “They 
go to school in the morning and to work in 
the afternoon.” 

Headquartered in Bellevue, Wash., 
PACCAR also has a technical center in 
Burlington, where they develop and test 
new technologies. The company and 
its employees’ charitable contributions 
demonstrate a strong commitment to the 
communities in which they work and live. 
The PACCAR Foundation grants millions 
of dollars each year for education, social 
services and the arts. 

To learn more about the PACCAR diesel 
engine donation, contact Brad Tuininga at 
the Skagit Valley College Foundation, at 
brad.tuininga@skagit.edu. 

To learn more about SVC’s diesel power 
technology program, visit skagit.edu/
diesel-power-technology. 

[Submitted by Marisa Pierce, Execu-
tive Director of Strategic Marketing and 
Communications, SVC]

Whidbey Community Foundation’s 
2023-2025 Strategic Plan
Whidbey Community Foundation (WCF) 
envisions a vibrant, healthy and unified 
Whidbey Island. Its mission is to improve 
the quality of life on Whidbey by: provid-
ing support for the nonprofit sector, assist-
ing donors to build and preserve enduring 
assets for charitable purposes, and meet-
ing community needs through financial 
awards. 

In the second half of 2022, the WCF board 
and staff came together to reflect on this 
purpose and look ahead to how they will 
achieve their vision. They are pleased to 
present their 2023-2025 Strategic Plan, 
which includes strengthening nonprof-
its, increasing grant-making impact, and 
reaching donors with more options to 
leverage their philanthropic interests. For 
instance, they plan to increase their annual 
grant cycle from $125,000 to $150,000 
in 2023 and are thrilled to bring Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Library to Whidbey 
Island this year.

WCF started in 2016 with just $20,000. 
Today it stewards over $3 million across 
28 different funds. And that’s not counting 
all of the distributions that have already 
gone back out into the community – in just 
six short years WCF has given over $1.5 
million in grants to local organizations. 
With a vision that by 2036, on its 20th anni-
versary, WCF will have disbursed at least 
$5 million in grants to nonprofits and 
manage community assets of at least $20 
million across multiple funds all dedicated 
to causes important to this island.

WCF values equity, trustworthiness, leader-
ship and partnership – all components that 
are critical to a resilient Whidbey Island 
for all who call it home, now and into the 
future. WCF looks forward to hearing from 
the community about how those goals 
can be achieved together. And they look 
forward to sharing its progress as WCF 
lives its values, implements its plan, and 
connects people who care to causes that 
matter. WCF believes great things happen 
for the community when it comes together 
for the common good.

Please enjoy reviewing Whidbey Commu-
nity Foundation’s 2023-2025 Strategic Plan 
and 2021-2022 Impact Report, along with 
more information about ways to give and 
where to give at www.whidbeyfoundation.
org. 

[Submitted by Whidbey Community Foun-
dation]

Local Business News
On Our Own Arts Presents Online 
Scavenger Hunt
On Our Own Arts is here to bring some 
excitement, fun and funds to our lovely 
home of Whidbey Island by creating 
contests with cash prizes for everyone, 
starting with a free to enter, first ever, 
Whidbey Island Online Scavenger Hunt 
with over $500 in prizes. This event kicked 
off Wednesday Feb. 1, and will be broken 
up into four parts with new clues being 
added every week during the month of 
February. Participation is free and open to 
the general public. Every week, $50 will be 
awarded to the first participant to solve 
that week’s clues. Part one has begun and 
ends Wednesday, Feb. 8. Part two starts 
Feb. 8 and ends Feb. 15. Part three starts 
Feb. 15 and ends Feb. 22 and Part four 
starts Feb. 22 and ends March 1. The first 
participant to solve the entire Whidbey 
Island Online Scavenger Hunt will win the 
grand prize of $250 in cash and over $250 
in additional prizes! This event ends March 
1, but it will be the first of many. Head over 
to OnOurOwnArts.com to sign up or find 
out more.

Can you 
reduce the 
Medicare 
surcharge?
 Before you turn 65, you’ll want to become 
familiar with Medicare’s rules and features. 
And if you’re a high earner, you’ll want to be 
especially aware of the Medicare premium 
surcharge — because, over time, it can add up 
to some significant dollars.
 The premium surcharge — known as the 
income related monthly adjustment amount, or 
IRMAA — is assessed on premiums for 
Medicare Parts B and D, and generally is based 
on an individual’s modified adjusted gross 
income (MAGI) of two years ago. So, the 
IRMAA for 2023 would be based on one’s 
MAGI from 2021.
 For someone who’s married and files taxes 
jointly, and whose MAGI for 2021 was 
$194,000 or less, the Part B premium for 2023 
will be $164.90 per month, and the Part D 
premium will be whatever amount is charged 
by their Medicare plan. But if their 2021 
MAGI was between $194,000 and $246,000, 
they’ll pay $230.80 (a surcharge of $65.90) for 
Part B and an additional $12.20 for Part D. And 
the IRMAA rises at different income levels, 
reaching a maximum of $560.50 (a surcharge 
of $395.60) for Part B and an additional $76.40 
for Part D for a MAGI of $750,000 or more.
If you’re unprepared for the IRMAA, it can be 
an unpleasant surprise. So, if you’ve still got a 
few years until you enroll in Medicare, you 
may want to look for ways to control your 
MAGI and possibly limit the surcharge.
 Here are a few suggestions:
 • Contribute to a Health Savings Account 
(HSA). If you have access to a Health Savings 
Account (HSA), your contributions will reduce 
your taxable income, helping you on the 
IRMAA issue. Furthermore, any investment 
growth within your HSA is tax free, as are 
withdrawals for qualified medical expenses, 
which can include Medicare premiums, 
deductibles and copays.
 • Contribute to a Roth IRA. Roth IRA 
withdrawals are tax free, provided you don’t 
start taking them until you’re 59½ and you’ve 
had your account at least five years. These 
tax-free withdrawals can enable you to avoid 
taking taxable withdrawals from other 
accounts, which may help you avoid an 
increase in your IRMAA.
 • Consider a Roth IRA conversion. You 
could convert some, or perhaps all, the assets 
of a traditional IRA into a Roth IRA. But you’ll 
need to consider the impact of taxes — any 
deductible contributions to your traditional 
IRA and the earnings generated by these 
contributions will be fully taxable the year of 
the conversion, so you’ll want to have funds 
outside your IRA available to pay these taxes. 
Also, timing is important — to be on the safe 
side, you might want to complete the Roth 
conversion three or more years before you 
enroll in Medicare, so the conversion and the 
likely increase in your MAGI won’t increase 
the IRMAA.
 • Manage your withdrawal rate – Taking 
large withdrawals from your retirement 
accounts can bump up your MAGI bracket and 
your IRMAA. So, as you near retirement, 
you’ll want to establish a sustainable 
withdrawal rate — one that provides you the 
income you need but without going overboard.  
 While these moves could potentially help 
you control the Medicare surcharge, they still 
must make sense for your overall financial 
strategy. It’s obviously desirable to keep the 
surcharge as low as you can — but it’s even 
more important to take the steps necessary to 
reach your financial goals.
 This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

630 SE Midway Blvd.
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-679-2558
je�ery.pleet@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Je�ery C. Pleet, 
CLU®, ChFC® 

Financial Advisor
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of Island Countyof Island County

OAK HARBOR • 290 SE Pioneer Way • 360.675.8733
OPEN: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm

store@islandcountyhabitat.com

FREELAND • 1592 Main Street • 360.331.6272
OPEN: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm

southstore@islandcountyhabitat.com

Habitat for Humanity
We o�er a variety of new and used products.  Find your next treasure with us today!
www.islandcountyhabitat.org

Habitat For Humanity of Island County  Oak Harbor Location 
New Donation Hours: Monday - Saturday
From 10:30am until 3:00pm (or until full)

 *We cannot guarantee acceptance of any items without seeing them in person.
*We do not accept items that are damaged or in need of repair.

*All donated items must be accepted by a Habitat for Humanity associate or volunteer.
No Dumping allowed on property

Thank you for your support.
 For more information or to set up a pickup,

please call 360-675-8733

Carlindo Pereira, MD Roy Gordon, OD

202 N. Main St., Coupeville, WA 98239
308 SE Barrington Dr., Oak Harbor, WA 98277

360-678-2020 I www.cascadiaeye.com
whidbey@ncascade.com

*We bill most insurance

• Increased availability for the whole of Whidbey Island
• Routine vision and medical care, including 

diabetic, glaucoma and retina specialties
• Experienced cataract and LASIK surgeons

• One of the largest selections on the Island for 
prescription glasses and accessories

Call or go online now to make an appointment: 
360-678-2020 | www.cascadiaeye.com

Dan Siapco, MD Ernesto Golez III, MD

CASCADIA EYE AND 
WHIDBEY VISION CARE

HAVE MERGED! 

Hardware

Freeland

1609 E. Main Street • Freeland • 360-331-6799
acehardware.com

Monday-Saturday 8am-7pm • Sunday 9am-6pm

Blooming & 
Beautiful 

1 Gallon Heathers 
SKU 101029 Reg: $12.99 

SALE $9.99
Sale dates 02/1/23-02/14/23 (not valid on prior sales)

NEWS FROM THE 
GARDEN CENTER
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February 25 • 2-5pm 
Join us for an afternoon of art,

meet artists, enjoy music and treats
while you walk, shop & dine in 
Historic Downtown Oak Harbor

www.oakharbormainstreet.org
Sponsored by

WeeklyWhidbey

Purple Moon
Home Decor • Gifts
Candles • Jewelry
Crystals • Rocks
Fossils • Shells

800 SE Pioneer Way #103 • 360-679-2167

SEWING & ALTERATIONS

WWW.THEPERFECTFITOAKHARBOR.COM

Family owned business
Full service alterations

and tailoring

729 SE Fidalgo Ave
360-675-7008
WINTER HOURS 

11AM-5PM
Monday-Saturday

SHOP 
FIDALGO AVENUE

Arts & Crafts Store
& Much More!
WEEKLY CLASSES
721 SE Pioneer Way
360-240-9449

710 SE Fidalgo Ave #102 • 360-240-8888

Our tea bar features 
100+ varieties of
loose leaf teas.

We also have fresh, 
nutritious sandwiches 
available for take-out, 

dine-in or delivery.

Monthly classes in all 
mediums and subjects.

available
in the Heart of Historic Oak Harbor.

Love is in the air at 
Mad Batter Bakehouse!
Come by and 
get some love 
inspired 
treats and 
drinks the 
week of 
February 14th!
800 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor

COOKIES I COFFEE I CREAMERY

10% OFF 
purchases 
of honey, 
honeycomb 
or pollen

Casey Burr
715 SE Fidalgo Ave , Suite 105 • 206-406-5714

Newest
BEEutiful 

Boutique
In The Loft On

Fidalgo & Dock

T H E  C A S U A L  H O U S E

F A S H I O N
S L E E P W E A R

S H O E S
G I F T S

690 SE Pioneer Way
360.675.2541

New arrivals from your 
favorite lines are arriving 

at The Casual House!  
Liverpool, PJ salvage 

and a new sock line from 
Goodhew to name a few.  

With new arrivals 
comes more sales!

Paint Your Own Pottery Studio
Art Supplies and Gift Items

860 Pioneer Way #102 • 360-679-4115
www.artists-lounge.com

830 SE Pioneer Way
Suite 107
Oak Harbor
360-679-3700
Hours: Wed-Sat 11-5:30

MAKE IT A VALENTINE’S DAY TO REMEMBER
WITH  A GIFT FROM THE JEWELRY GALLERY

830 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor
360-682-5675

www.garryoakgallery.com

SINCE
2008

Whidbey Island Co-op Gallery
Featuring Local Artists

February Featured Artist 
Chris Cozine

FULL MENU & DAILY SPECIALS
360-682-6119 

Tues-Sat 8am to 8pm 
Sunday 8am to 3pm

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL 
DAY AT NOE JOSE CAFE! 

Home Decor, Refurbished Furniture, 
Homemade Body Products and Customized Gifts!

851 SE Pioneer Way #102 • 360-682-6068
www.littletowncottage.com

WALK • SHOP • DINE • LOCAL
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SHARP HOOKS!
In many of my columns, I have touched on the 
importance of good quality fishing line and 
you have heard me say, “good line is rarely 
cheap and cheap line is rarely good.” There is 
another,  equally as important piece of terminal 
tackle that we anglers rely on, and that is our 
hooks. 

I grew up using the old standby “Eagle Claw” 
snelled hooks for most everything we fished 
for in the waters of Idaho – catfish, perch, bass, 
bluegill, trout, and walleye. I still use a lot of 
Eagle Claw hooks in the local freshwater lakes 
or if I’m targeting pile perch or red-tailed surf 
perch. Eagle Claws are affordable, pre-rigged 
with a short piece of monofilament leader with a 
loop in the end, and stay hooked well. However, 
after fishing in saltwater for bigger, stronger fish, 
it gave me a new appreciation for reliable, sharp 
and strong hooks. One of the biggest differences 
is the size of hooks used in the salt, 1/0 up to 9/0 
size hooks are common when fishing for salmon, 
greenling, lingcod, or halibut. With the increase 
in hook size the cost also increases, so where I 
would normally just replace dull hooks with new 
ones, I now find it cost effective to sharpen them 
and keep the larger hooks in service as long as 
possible; especially when the large hooks are 
molded into a 4- to 10-ounce lead-head jig. 

Another thing to consider is once you get 
good at sharpening hooks, it can actually take 
less time to sharpen the hook than it does to 
replace it. I fish a lot of Gamakatsu-brand hooks 
when I’m casting from the beaches for coho 
or pink salmon. Fresh out of the package I find 
these hooks to be very sharp, light weight, 
thin, but strong,  and will hold an edge/point if 
touched-up with a file. There is discussion on 
which style of point penetrates the hard, boney 
mouths of fish better, a completely rounded 
point or a wedge style point. In my opinion, really 
big hooks (10/0 or larger) that are commonly 
used for halibut and huge lingcod, the wedge/
diamond shape works well. I feel after the point 
makes the initial puncture, the sharp edges 
directly behind the point finish the job by cutting 
their way through the lip or cheek, completing 
the hook set. Sharp hooks quickly become dull 
when bounced off rocks, barnacles or broken-up 
shell beds; even simple saltwater can dull the 
factory edge over time. 

Now that we know dull hooks are inevitable, 
how do we keep them sharp? It’s not as simple 
as taking the hooks to the garage and hitting 
them on the bench grinder stone. We can ruin a 
good hook pretty fast by getting too aggressive. 
Making sharp hook points is a skill that comes 
with time and practice. If you are used to sharp-
ening your fillet knife or knives in general, you’re 
on your way because you know what the file feels 
like when it’s moving along the steel. Any steel 
hook can be sharpened.  Many of today’s hooks 
are made sharp by a chemical process, giving 
hooks that symmetrically round look and making 
them “needle point” sharp.  We may not be able 

to maintain the very same round needle point 
with a file, but we should be able to get it back 
to the point where it will easily bite into the flesh 
and cartilage of the fish’s mouth.

SHARPENING THE HOOK: Don’t worry if you 
don’t have a custom hook file or an electric 
hook sharpener. Head to the hardware store 
and select a small to medium (3/4-inch to 1-inch 
wide), medium grain file. It will work just fine on 
most hooks. I like to think of a diamond shape 
when sharpening my hooks; we will be sliding 
our file along four sides of the hook to achieve 
sharpness, and if needed, one stroke to remove 
any small burrs raised by the file. Which direction 
do I push the file? If the shank and eye end of 
the hook will give me room, I sharpen the point 
by sliding the file from the point towards the 
bend. This keeps any micro burrs that might be 
created by the filing action facing the direction 
of least resistance when the hook is penetrating 
the tough mouth. Sometimes there simply isn’t 
enough clearance to get the file sliding from the 
“point-to-bend” direction; don’t worry, just start 
the file stroke from “bend-to-point.” Either way, 
you are going to make the point sharper than 
before. At what angle do I hold the file? Whether 
you are holding the hook and moving the file 
or holding the file and moving the hook, try to 
keep the gap between the file surface and the 
hook point flat, only slightly elevated, no more 
than 10 degrees. You want to end up with a long 
needle-like point, not a short point like a center 
punch. You may find that some steel used to 
make the hook is softer than others. With harder 
steel, the file seems to skate on the hook instead 
of a grab and cut feeling. If the steel is extremely 
hard, then a whetstone or diamond infused stone 
may be required. Just use the same sharpening 
strokes as the file. Practice on a few old hooks 
for a while, get used to the feel of sharpening, 
and observe the changes in the hook’s point 
shape. How do I know the point is sharp?  Try the 
“fingernail test” after sharpening. Press down 
lightly and slowly drag the hook point down your 
fingernail. When you have it right, the point will 
feel sticky and dig into your fingernail.  I know 
salmon fishermen that give hooks the fingernail 
test right out of the package. There will be times 
when hook replacement is best, but knowing how 
to file out a bent hook tip or touch up a slightly 
dull hook can save you both time and money.  

Keep a close eye on the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) website under the 
“Catchable trout plant reports;” this is where 
you will find lakes that are getting stocked with 
rainbow and steelhead trout. THINK SPRING!

By Tracy Loescher

Island Island 
AnglerAngler

This is a typical hook point we can keep sharp.

Hardware

Freeland

MAKE FREELAND ACE
YOUR FISHING PLACE
MORE THAN JUST A HARDWARE STORE

• TACKLE • BAIT• EXPERT ADVICE • FISHING LICENSES • SPOOLING

1609 E. Main Street • Freeland • 360-331-6799
acehardware.com

Monday-Saturday 8am-7pm • Sunday 9am-6pm
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high schoolers. The two have collaborated to 
put together a team of their peers interested in 
making a real difference in their community. No 
Stranger’s focus on homelessness was spurred 
on by questions to which they hope to find 
answers.

“Homelessness is evident everywhere, it seems,” 
Mannion and Cash said. “Our parks, the woods, 
behind our businesses, especially driving into 
Seattle and seeing all the tents, trash, etc. How 
did this happen? Why? Is it the high cost of 
living or mental health? Post-pandemic conse-
quence or illicit drugs? Poverty and domestic 
violence or the lack of affordable housing? We 
don’t know these answers either, but we want 
to do our best to make a positive difference.”

The two said compassion and service are two 
key factors that contribute to what No Strang-
ers is all about.

“The vision of No Strangers will be to give com-
passionate, motivated students the opportunity 
to explore and tackle this problem hands on, 
by networking for resources, collaborating with 
professionals, and helping to participate in a 
meaningful community service activity,” they 
said. 

Both young men said they are following exam-
ples set by their families.

“My grandparents are well known in central 
Florida for their food ministry and dedicated 
work for the homeless,” said Mannion. “This 
trait seems to have been passed on to me. One 
example I can share is that while on vacation 
with my parents in Nepal, I independently 
handed out school supplies and lollipops to the 
needy children near Kathmandu.”

“I have always wanted to make a difference 
within our community and after hearing about 
the climbing rates of homeless deaths in the 
Pacific Northwest and being surrounded by 
people without a roof over their head, Calum 
and I have decided that this is how we want to 
leave our mark,” Cash said. 

The young men said they have the support of 
leaders within the OHHS class of 2025, which 
they hope will translate into new members 
who can make a positive impact in more ways 
than one. 

“Our high school students are a fantastic 
resource for local businesses, governments, 
and the faith community to partner with, so the 
students can learn early on how to solve active 
problems best, by actually working on them, 
outside the classroom,” they said. “No Strangers 
will hopefully show the capacity, potential, 
and youthful energy to be freshly creative, 
utilize modern technology skills, and exercise 
learned leadership skills, and to be empowered 
to utilize these skills to tackle actual problems 
in our community. These lessons learned will 
contribute to all areas of the students’ lives 
both during and after high school.”

The two are looking beyond just getting No 
Strangers started. They said they hope the 
group will establish some “best practice” 
policies that can be passed on to future group 
members and high school leaders. 

There is also a GoFundMe page, as Man-
nion and Cash said they don’t want a lack of 
resources to keep them from “doing good.” 
As of Monday, they had raised just over half of 
their $1,000 goal.

“We recently started a GoFundMe fund charity 
fundraiser to rally initial support and encourage 
more people to give,” Mannion and Cash said. 
“Even a $5 dollar donation can make an impact-
ful difference.

“We also have recently partnered with Ryan’s 
House for Youth, well known on our island for 
their assistance and outreach to young adults 
experiencing homelessness,” they continued. 
“We donated handmade ham and cheese sand-
wiches, fruit, bottled water and hand warmers 
to begin our club’s journey.”

The club is now actively seeking other like-
minded students to join Mannion and Cash in 
“doing good things.”

“Together, we will look for better answers,” 

they said. “[We] realize we are not perfect, but 
privileged, and unafraid to fail; that we are a 
team of individuals with a shared experience 
to help our community. Together, we will gain 
better insight, better uncover our individual 
leadership potential, and perhaps discover a 
new passion we didn’t know we had! Together, 
we will create a working atmosphere that is 
respectful to differences, encourages every-
one’s voice, supports teamwork and progress, 
and we will always be good stewards to the 
generosity of resources and trust donated by 
our community.”

Anyone interested in learning more or sup-
porting No Strangers-Wildcat Philanthropy 
can contact Mannion at 360-499-4793 or 
Cash at 360-632-9601. Those interested in 
making a donation can go to www.gofundme.
com/f/no-strangers-wc- philantropy?qid=d-
f434a705ee199bfa70c23cf5cb24126.  All dona-
tions will be used to purchase food, clothes and 
other necessities.

CLUB continued from page 2

Photo Courtesy of Calum Mannion and Connor Cash 
Calum Mannion and Conor Cash, sophomores at Oak Harbor High School, have started a new club called No Strangers-Wildcat Philanthropy, which seeks to do its 
part to help the homeless in our community.

Morning Bird Walk 
Saturday, February 4, 10:00am-12:00pm

Deception Pass State Park

Meet at the West Beach Parking lot, 2699 
West Beach Rd., Oak Harbor. It’s recom-
mended each attender bring their own 
binoculars and/or scopes, but there will be 
a few on hand to borrow. A Discover Pass 
is required per vehicle. For more infor-
mation, call 360-675-3767 or email hayley.
johnson@parks.wa.gov.

“I Support the Girls” Drive By 
Donation Event
Saturday, February 4, 10:00am-2:00pm

Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce

Please help make Valentine’s Day special 
for homeless and distressed women and 
girls by donating essential items. Request-
ing donations of: new sealed toiletries, 
new underwear, new or good condition 
socks, individually wrapped maxi-pads, 
individually wrapped tampons, tax deduct-
ible cash donations. The Chamber of 
Commerce is located at 32630 SR-20.

Valentine’s Bazaar Party
Saturday, February 4, 10:00am-4:00pm 
Living Word Church, Oak Harbor

Featuring over 30 local and military 
vendors. There will be crafts, food raffles, a 
kids’ craft table, face painting, balloon art, 
a roaming dinosaur, treats and prizes. For 
more information, call 561-818-0087. The 
church is located at 490 NW Crosby Ave.

Salish Sea Early Music Festival 
Saturday, February 4, 7:30pm 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Freeland

Concert admission is by suggested dona-
tion, a free will offering. The church is 
located at 18341 SR 525. For more infor-
mation, visit www.salishseafestival.org.

What’s Going On
Into the Deep - RASA 4 in Concert
Saturday, February 4, 7:00pm

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Whidbey Island, Freeland

Sunday, February 5, 3:00pm

Noorlag Salon, Oak Harbor
$25 Suggested Donation 

Featuring music by Franz Joseph Haydn, 
Claude Debussy, Sergei Prokofiev, and 
Gabriel Fauré. The Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Whidbey Island is located 
at 20103 SR 525. Noorlag Salon is located 
at 569 Ely St., seating is limited.

Sea Shanty & Pub Songs with Johann
Sunday, February 5, 2:00pm 
Penn Cove Taproom, Freeland

Learn the tunes and belt away! No cover. 
For more information, call 360-682-5747 or 
visit www.penncovebrewing.com.

Community Crab Feed
Saturday, February 18, 5:00pm 
Oak Harbor Elks Lodge, 155 NE Ernst St.

Oak Harbor Lions Club Crab Feed and 
silent auction. No host bar. Crab or ham 
available. Due to crab ordering require-
ments, last day for ticket sales is Feb. 2. 
Tickets available online, www.ohlions.org.

Meetings & Organizations 
Coupeville Sea Level Rise 
Vulnerability Assessment 
Thursday, February 9, 6:00-7:30pm

Virtual meeting

Learn about the preliminary results of the 
sea level rise assessment and share your 
input to help guide the next phase of the 
assessment. Please register in advance to 
receive the meeting link and additional 
meeting details: https://bit.ly/coupevillesl-
rmeeting. If you have any questions, email 
assistantplanner@townofcoupeville.org or 
call 360-678-4461 ext. 104.

BAREFOOT continued from page 2

“I think we’ve all found it entertaining and funny,” 
Christie said. “When Corie and Paul are fighting 
there are some angry, passionate moments. It’s 
funny at the same time as it’s being a pivotal 
point in their relationship.”

“I hope audiences laugh as much during the 
performances as we did during the rehearsals,” 
Andrew said. “The show, and my fellow cast 
members, are hilarious—there are so many lines I 
can barely get through without laughing. If audi-
ence members pay close attention, I bet they’ll 
notice me trying not to smile in a few places!”

“I like the scene where my character meets 
Corie,” DeHaven said. “There’s some fun tension 
there, and of course some humorous release of 
that tension. I also like my final scene, where I get 
to interact more seriously with Corie’s mother 
Ethel. But really, I like all the scenes my character 
is in, because he’s the one who’s having the most 
fun for most of the time he’s on stage.”

Tickets to “Barefoot in the Park” are $25. Perfor-
mances are Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
with matinees on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. through Feb. 19. An additional matinee performance will be 
offered Saturday, Feb. 11. Go to whidbeyplayhouse.com for information and to purchase tickets. 

“All relationships, whether marital or friendship, usually have some conflict involved,” Frazer said. 
“Simon’s characters are just normal people who may take conflict to higher heights than most of us, 
and yet if you look closely, you might just see a bit of yourself in those characters on stage.”

“I hope audiences enjoy what Neil Simon was all about – fast, zippy humor during times of emo-
tional conflict,” Magnoli said. “I can’t tell you how hard it is to be furious while trying not to laugh 
hysterically on stage. Luckily all the audience has to do is sit back and enjoy!”

Kathy Reed/Whidbey Weekly 
Victor and Corie strike up an unlikely friendship, although Ethel and Paul are not convinced they should do the same in the Whidbey Playhouse production of 
“Barefoot in the Park.” Pictured from left are Steve DeHaven, Karina Andrew, Shaelyn Christie and Connor Magnoli.

Kathy Reed/Whidbey Weekly 
Corie (Karina Andrew) and Paul (Connor Magnoli) get under each other’s skin 
as they try to navigate a new marriage in the Neil Simon play “Barefoot in the 
Park.” The show opens Friday and runs through Feb. 19 at Whidbey Playhouse 
in Oak Harbor.
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, it’s important to focus on prog-
ress and not necessarily on money 
that can be made. See what you can 
learn along the path you choose.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
You have high hopes that your efforts 
will be well received this week, 
Taurus. Before you move full speed 
ahead, run your ideas by a trusted 
group of confidantes.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
You don’t learn by getting things 
right all of the time, Gemini. A few 
mistakes along the way provide an 
opportunity to grow and figure out 
new ways to do the job. 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, distractions seemingly 
abound this week and your head isn’t 
in the game. While you can get away 
with a few oversights here and there, 
too many can be problematic.  

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, someone in your life is looking 
for a pep talk and you are just the 
person to provide one. Listen to 
the problem at hand and offer this 
person some solid solutions.  

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, you could be at a crossroads 
in your life. You are pondering many 
different scenarios, and now is the 
time to solidify plans for the next few 
weeks.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
If you made a career change recently, 
you may be discovering that the 
payoff isn’t quite what you expected. 
Fulfillment is essential, so give some 
thought to new pursuits.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, it is not like you to feel 
adrift, but that could be the situation 
right now. Latch on to one activity or 
person that brings you joy. Focus on 
the positives in life.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, family members want to 
spend more time with you, so plan 
for the extra company. Have a few 
extra snacks on hand and make sure 
the house is orderly. 

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Your tendency to want to tackle 
things all on your own could have 
you pushing others away, Capricorn. 
Accept others’ willingness to pitch in.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, there has been a lot on 
your plate and many thoughts swim-
ming through your mind. A quick 
getaway could be what is needed this 
month.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you have a few offers on the 
table, but could be having trouble 
narrowing down your preference. 
Bring in a third party to help.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPES

www.soundsportsnet.com

Broadcasting
Skagit Valley
Cardinals and 

Oak Harbor 
Wildcat Hoops 

IT’S BASKETBALL SEASON!

Thursday, February 2
OHHS Boys’ Basketball vs Burlington-Edison - 7:15pm

Saturday, February 4
OHHS Boys’ Basketball vs Anacortes - 7:15pm

Wednesday, February 8
SVC Women’s Basketball vs Everett - 5pm

Wednesday, February 8
SVC Men’s Basketball vs Everett - 7pm

Saturday, February 11
SVC Women’s Basketball @ Olympic - 2pm

Saturday, February 11
SVC Men’s Basketball @ Olympic - 4pm

Stream opens 60 minutes prior to tip-off times.
 Pre-game is 15 minutes prior to tip-off  for start of every cast.

• Honest Pricing
• No Fine Print
• Friendly Service
• No Traffic Delays
• 15% Military Discount

WHY GO OVER THE BRIDGE
FOR YOUR CUSTOM FRAMING
& ART SUPPLIES?

Gene’s 
Has It All!

We Specialize
In Custom 

Framing

Custom Framing • Pens & Pencils • Papers • Canvas
Brushes • Portfolios • Clay • Easels • Palettes • How-To- Books

Calligraphy • Drafting • Airbrush • Artists & Craft Paint
Supply Totes • Readymade Frames • Children's Art Kits

GENE’S ART & FRAME
SINCE 1967

360-675-3854 • 250 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor
genesartframing.com 

9:30-6 Monday-Friday, 10-5:30 Saturday

Whidbey’s Largest Selection of Fine Art Supplies

Now Showing!Now Showing!
Friday, Feb. 3 thru Sunday, Feb. 5

KNOCK AT THE CABIN (R)
M3GAN (PG-13)

Box o�ce, Snackbar, Arcade & Tavern open at 4pm. 
First movie starts at 7pm.

11 & OVER $6.50*; KIDS 5-10 $1.00*; 4 & UNDER FREE *CASH PRICES
GO KARTS CLOSED FOR THE SEASON

1403 N MONROE LANDING RD • OAK HARBOR 
360-675-5667 • www.bluefoxdrivein.com

1321 SW BARLOW ST • OAK HARBOR
Movie Hotline 360-279-2226

Book A Party or Special Showing 360-279-0526
Book online: oakharborcinemas.com 

MOVIE SHOWTIMES
2-3-2023 thru 2-7-2023

 KNOCK AT THE CABIN (R)
Friday -Tuesday: 3:15pm & 7:00pm

80 FOR BRADY (PG-13)
Friday – Tuesday: 3:45pm & 7:30pm

AVATAR: THE WAY OF WATER (PG-13)
Friday – Tuesday: 2:45pm & 6:30pm

 CLOSED WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY!
SENIORS $5 ALL WEEK FOR “80 FOR BRADY” 

ADMISSIONS ONLY
SENIORS $10 ALL WEEK FOR “80 FOR BRADY” 

IF YOU WANT VIP SEATS PLUS ADMISSIONS
WeeklyWhidbey

Get Whidbey Weekly 
delivered to your inbox!

www.whidbeyweekly.com

Visit our web site and subscribe 
to our newsletter. Each week, 
you will receive an email with 

a link to the new issue.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Sea grape

5. European public 
health group (abbr.)

9. A way to delight

11. Appetizers

13. Ancient heralds’ 
wands

15. Make a booking

16. ‘__ death do us part

17. Pearl Jam frontman

19. Spider genus

21. Fill with high spirits

22. A major division of 
geological time

23. Catch

25. An independent 
ruler or chieftain

26. Electronic music 
style (abbr.)

27. Influential Spanish 
cubist painter

29. Illegally persuades

31. A way to derive

33. British School

34. Appear alongside

36. Surely (archaic)

38. Harsh cry of a crow

39. A day in the middle

41. Kansas hoops coach 
Bill

43. The longest division 
of geological time

44. The first sign of the 
zodiac

46. Appetizer

48. Link together in a 
chain

52. A bacterium

53. In a way, forces apart

54. Cheese dish

56. Combines

57. In an inferior way

58. Colors clothes

59. Dried-up

CLUES DOWN
1. Gastropods

2. Confusing

3. Romanian mone-
tary unit

4. The rate at which 
something pro-
ceeds

5. A prosperous state 
of well-being

6. Asked for forgive-
ness

7. Makes less soft

8. Part of speech

9. Outside

10. Advice or counsel

11. Badness

12. Protein-rich liquids

14. Not moving

15. Call it a career

18. Poetry term

20. Not wide

24. Pastries

26. Turns away

28. Satisfies

30. Gift adornments

32. San Diego ball-
players

34. Manufacturing 
plant

35. Check or guide

37. Dogs do it

38. Chilled

40. Scorch

42. Unproductive of 
success

43. Electronic count-
er-countermea-
sures

45. Attack with a knife

47. Feel bad for

49. Enclosure

50. Assert

51. Geological times

55. Midway between 
east and southeast

Answers on page 11

YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS OURS WEATHER FORECAST
Thurs, Feb. 2

North Isle

H-47°/L-44°
Cloudy

 

South Isle

H-49°/L-41°
Cloudy

Fri, Feb. 3
North Isle

H-49°/L-43°
Windy with

Showers

South Isle

H-47°/L-43°
Windy with

Showers

Sat, Feb. 4
North Isle

H-53°/L-43°
Breezy with 

Showers

South Isle

H-49°/L-42°
Showers

Sun, Feb. 5
North Isle

H-53°/L-44°
Showers

South Isle

H-50°/L-42°
Showers

Mon, Feb. 6
North Isle

H-48°/L-40°
Showers

South Isle

H-46°/L-39°
Showers

Tues, Feb. 7
North Isle

H-47°/L-39°
Cloudy

South Isle

H-47°/L-36°
Mostly Cloudy

Wed, Feb. 8
North Isle

H-46°/L-40°
Showers

South Isle

H-44°/L-37°
Showers

   OUR 
Community
An Upbeat Question 
of the week
By Helen Mosbrooker

If you were put in the witness protection program,  
what identity would you assume?

Timothy Hickey, Oak Harbor
If I were put in the witness protection program, I’d like 
to be about 45 years younger, a lot smarter, and live 
on Whidbey Island. Oh, that’s not how it works? Okay 
then, I’d like to take on the identity of a retired rodeo 
rider who came out on top at the Pendleton Roundup 
one year. That would provide rich grounds for story-
telling.

Rick Colombo, Oak Harbor
This situation is not a dream come true. The world 
situation as it is, guessing I might fall victim to just 
being in the wrong place at the wrong time, seeing 
something that would cause me to be put in harm’s 
way. The Witness Protection Program would uproot 
everything one holds dear. I imagine it would push me 
into trying to be that which I am not, maybe a bald, 
crotchety old curmudgeon living in some hidden away 
trailer park with my fishin’ pole and bucket of worms. 

Hoping soon that the perpetrator would earn his/her just rewards and I could 
return to normal, enjoying my head of hair, living in my own home, and having 
my friends over for a fish fry.

Jamie Anderson, Freeland 
If I were to enter the witness protection program, 
I would take the identity of an artist. I have always 
wanted to paint and this would give me a good reason 
to start something new. I would use my art as expres-
sion and hold painting classes for all genders and 
ages! The world needs more right brained people - I 
would help people tap into their creative side. 

Adam McCann, Oak Harbor
If I were to go into the witness protection program, I 
would want to go to Maine. Once there, I would buy 
a boat for catching and selling fresh local lobster and 
crab!



US Postal Mail Whidbey Weekly
 Classified Department
 PO Box 1098
 Oak Harbor, WA 98277
E-Mail ......................classifieds@whidbeyweekly.com
Telephone............................................360-682-2341
Fax ......................................................360-682-2344

PLEASE CALL WHEN YOUR ITEMS HAVE SOLD.
Please try to limit your classified to 30 words or less, 
(amounts and phone numbers are counted as words) 
we will help edit if necessary. We charge $10/week for 
Vehicles, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs, Real Estate Rental/
Sales, Business Classifieds and any items selling $1,000 
and above. We do charge $25 to include a photo. The 
FREE classified space is not for business use. No clas-
sified is accepted without phone number. We reserve 
the right to not publish classifieds that are in bad taste 
or of questionable content. All free classifieds will be 
published twice consecutively. If you would like your 
ad to be published more often, you must resubmit it.
Deadline for all submissions is one week prior to issue date.

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION
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To place an ad, email classifieds@whidbeyweekly.comTo place an ad, email classifieds@whidbeyweekly.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lions clubs are volunteers 
serving our community 
through various projects. 
Come and visit us at one of 
our meetings – both meet 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays. 
North Whidbey Lions meet at 
noon at the VFW Post, 3037 
Goldie Rd. in Oak  Harbor. 
Oak Harbor Lions meet at 7 
p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 155 
NE Ernst St. in Oak Harbor. 
LIONS motto is “WE SERVE.” 
This is an opportunity to help 
your neighbors and have fun 
doing it.
Think you may be pregnant? 
Stop by Whidbey Island 
Women’s Clinic for free preg-
nancy testing. We are also 
here to support our commu-
nity with diapers, formula, 
baby clothes, and more. All 
our services are free. Open 
Tue and Thu, 10am-4pm, and 
Wed, noon-7pm. Located at 
670 SE Midway Blvd in Oak 
Harbor.  
Be the difference in a 
child’s life and become a 
foster parent today! Service 
Alternatives is looking for 
caring, loving, and support-
ive families to support foster 
children. 425-923-0451 or 
mostermick@servalt-cfs.com

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Island Shakespeare Festival 
is seeking new members to 
join our board of directors. 
We’re looking for people 
who are passionate about 
high-quality live classical 
theater and can devote time 
and energy to support the 
work of Island Shakespeare 
Festival’s important cultural, 
social, and fiscal position on 
Whidbey Island. Our current 
needs include individuals 
with backgrounds in the 
following areas: human 
resources, donor relations, 
finance, as well as other 
skills related to overseeing a 
performing arts organization. 
Board members are asked to 
provide input and feedback 
to the Board and staff of ISF, 
attend one full board meet-
ing per month, serve actively 
on board committees, and 
attend activities and events 
sponsored by ISF. Women 
and persons of color strongly 
encouraged to apply. For 
more information, please 
contact jeff.natter@island-
shakespearefest.org.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Island County (BBBSIC) is ac-
tively seeking new member(s) 
for its board of directors. Join 
the board’s exciting array 
of professionals! BBBSIC is 
seeking individuals who are 
committed to defending 
the potential of youth in our 
community through their 

time, skill sets, and influence 
in the community. To com-
plement the existing board, 
candidates with expertise in 
accounting, law, nonprofit 
management, networking, or 
fundraising are of particular 
interest. Committed to di-
versifying its board to better 
represent our community, 
BBBSIC encourages BIPOC 
and LGBTQIA community 
members to inquire. Please 
contact admin@bbbsis-
landcounty.org for more 
information. 
The Island County Medical 
Reserve Corps (ICMRC) is a 
local network of volunteers 
organized to improve the 
health and safety of com-
munities on Whidbey and 
Camano Islands. Volunteers 
primarily include medical and 
public health professionals 
but other volunteers who 
have no healthcare back-
grounds are also utilized. 
MRC responds to local 
emergencies such as natural 
disasters and public health 
emergencies. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering please 
contact us at Island County 
MRC website for application 
and information.
If you are looking for a 
meaningful volunteer op-
portunity, look no further! 
When you volunteer at one of 
the Habitat for Humanity of 
Island County stores, you are 
helping local families attain 
decent, affordable housing. 
Income from the stores is 
vital to giving families a 
path to homeownership. 
We need people who can 
commit to help out in our 
Oak Harbor or Freeland store 
at least two-hours per week. 
Schedules are flexible. Our 
friendly volunteers provide 
customer service, help with 
receiving donated house-
hold items and furniture, 
and maintain the store. We 
also need drivers and driver 
helpers who will profession-
ally represent Habitat as they 
pick up donated items using 
our trucks. Please call either 
store for more information. 
Oak Harbor: 360-675-8733, 
Freeland: 360-331-6272.
Mother Mentors needs volun-
teers! Oak Harbor families 
with young children need 
your help! Volunteer just a 

couple of hours a week to 
make a difference in some-
one’s life! To volunteer or get 
more info, email wamother-
mentors@gmail.com or call 
360-321-1484. 

JOB MARKET
Whidbey Watershed Stew-
ards seeks an enthusiastic 
individual to serve as our ED-
UCATION COORDINATOR. 
The education coordinator 
leads the operation, develop-
ment and promotion of the 
environmental education pro-
gram for Whidbey Watershed 
Stewards. The education 
coordinator is responsible 
for creating and teaching a 
curriculum that is supportive 
of the mission, goals and 
objectives of Whidbey Water-
shed Stewards. 
Whidbey Watershed Stew-
ards is a nonprofit 501(c)3 
organization located on 
south Whidbey Island. We 
work with the Island County 
community to promote 
environmental steward-
ship, habitat enhancement, 
and natural science based 
environmental education for 
all ages. We seek to inform 
and engage people to be a 
catalyst for positive actions 
in order to ensure the vitality 
of our land, watersheds, and 
nearshore for the people and 
environment of Puget Sound. 
One of our primary activities 
is to provide spring and fall 
outdoor education sessions 
at the Rene Neff (a.k.a. Max-

welton) Outdoor Classroom 
to K-5 classes from the South 
Whidbey School District 
and other nearby schools. 
Lessons focus on hands-on, 
natural science activities 
and are taught by volunteer 
instructors and the education 
coordinator.  
The job type is part time/
seasonal based on the school 
year and three weeks of 
summer day camp. Approx-
imately 850 hours per year. 
Hourly rate is $22 to $25 
depending on applicant’s 
experience. 
Interested candidates should 
review the position’s job 
description on the WWS 
website: www.whidbeywa-
tersheds.org - and submit 
a resume, cover letter and 
three references to whid-
beywatersheds@gmail.com 
with subject line Education 
Coordinator Search.  Candi-
dates must also be able to 
pass a full police clearance 
with background check and 
provide proof of COVID 
vaccinations. For further 
information, please call Marie 
Bergstrom at 253-298-1362.  
The position will remain open 
until filled. It is anticipated 
the person selected will be-
gin work ASAP and prefera-
bly no later than March 1. (3)
Island Transit is Hiring! If you 
are looking for a solid career 
with great pay and benefits 
including two retirement 
plans, we are hiring. Visit 
www.islandtransit.org/em-

ployment to apply. Island 
Transit is a drug and alcohol 
free workplace and an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer.

ANIMALS/SUPPLIES
Good quality round bales for 
horses, $80; also feeder qual-
ity bales, $70. 360-321-16244
If you or someone you know 
needs help in feeding pet(s), 
WAIF Pet Food Banks may be 
able to help. Pet Food Banks 
are located at WAIF thrift 
stores in Oak Harbor (465 NE 
Midway Blvd) and Freeland 
(1660 Roberta Ave) and are 
generously stocked by dona-
tions from the community. If 
you need assistance, please 
stop by.

WANTED
WANTED: We buy running 
or not! We recycle cars, 

trucks, motorhomes, travel 
trailers, motorcycles, boats, 
tractors, dump trucks and 
much more. Free estimates 
on junk removal and junk 
vehicle removal. TJ’s Recy-
cling, 360-678-4363 
Art, Antiques & Collectibles. 
Cash paid for quality items. 
Call or text 360-661-7298
Always buying antiques, 
collectibles, sporting 
goods, tools, garden equip-
ment, furniture, vehicles, 
tractors and boats. Cash 
paid at loading out. 45 
years experience. 360-678-
5888 or text 360-969-1948.
Was your Dad or Gramps in 
Japan or Germany? I collect 
old 35 mm cameras and 
lenses. Oak Harbor, call 970-
823-0002

CITY TREE SERVICE
Dangerous Tree Removal

View Enhancement
Stump Grinding • Save 20%

Cash for Timber • Lic CITYTT58970
360-202-6369 text or call 

Dakota Barnes
www.citytreeservice.com

Community Bulletin Board
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How’d you do?Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.50)

8 5 1 7 2 9 6 4 3
4 2 3 5 6 8 1 7 9
7 9 6 1 4 3 2 8 5
2 8 7 3 1 5 4 9 6
3 6 9 4 8 7 5 2 1
1 4 5 6 9 2 8 3 7
9 7 2 8 5 6 3 1 4
5 1 8 9 3 4 7 6 2
6 3 4 2 7 1 9 5 8

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Thu Jan 26 19:59:25 2023 GMT. Enjoy!

No Cheating!

5 7 2 9 4

6 8 1

9 6 4

7 5

3 6 8 2 1

6 8

5 3 1

8 9 3

3 2 7 1 5

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.50)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Thu Jan 26 19:59:25 2023 GMT. Enjoy!

Every row of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 
9 in any order Every column of 9 numbers must include all 
digits 1 through 9 in any order Every 3 by 3 subsection of 
the 9 by 9 square must include all digits 1 through 9.

On a scale from 1 to 10...5.0

Answers below



$8995 $8995 $8995

$7995*
4 cyl

$8995*
6 cyl

$9995*
8 cyl

$11995

UP TO

 

Most cars up to 5 qts. 5W20, 5W30, 10W30.  Other grades extra. Some filters cost extra. 
Vehicles with Skid Plates may be extra. Plus $1 Environmental Disposal Fee. 

$5995
Full 

Synthetic

$4995
Includes 4X4 & SUV $1*

Per gallon
of Unleaded

Limited Time Only
*Ask for details

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
Flat Rate Auto Repair 

only $8995 per hour
always

FREE ESTIMATES!
At Hilltop Service Center we only repair 

and replace parts that are needed. 
We will not oversell or install unnecessary 

parts. We are highly trained brake 
technicians, not high pressure sales people.

NEED BRAKES?
WE CAN SAVE YOU UP TO $250 
ON BRAKE SERVICE 
VERSUS OUR 
COMPETITORS.
WARRANTIED 
AT 30K 
LOCATIONS 
NATIONWIDE.

Flushes Radiator, Engine Block, 
Heater Core & Hoses to -35o below.

Brake Flush $89.95, Clutch Flush $89.95, Power Steering 
Flush $89.95, Front Diff Flush $89.95, Rear Diff Flush $89.95. 

Transmission Flush $89.95, Transfer Case Flush $89.95, 
Final Drive Flush $89.95 Manual Transmission  Flush 89.95

HILLTOP AUTO SERVICE • 360-675-7011
826 S.E. MIDWAY BLVD • OAK HARBOR • SERVING WHIDBEY ISLAND SINCE 1957

GAINING TRACTION. EARNING TRUST. DELIVERING EXCELLENCE.

MAXIMUM OFF-ROAD 
TRACTION BUILT FOR THE 

TOUGHEST TERRAIN

ALL-TERRAIN, 
ALL-WEATHER RUGGED 

CAPABILITY

RUGGED CROSSOVER 
CAPABILITY ENGINEERED 

FOR ADVENTURE

RUGGED ALL-SEASON 
DURABILITY BUILT FOR 

TODAY’S PICKUP TRUCKS

PEAK PERFORMANCE 
INSPIRED BY 
ENTHUSIASTS

COMPETITION-PROVEN 
PERFORMANCE FOR 

ENTHUSIASTS

SUMMER ULTRA HIGH 
PERFORMANCE

WILDPEAK M/T WILDPEAK A/T3W WILDPEAK A/T TRAIL WILDPEAK H/TO2 AZENIS RT660 AZENIS RT615K+ AZENIS RFK510


