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Dig out those beaded necklaces and come up 
with a costume, because Mardi Gras is back! 

After a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic, 
Goosefoot Community Fund is letting the good 
times roll from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday at Bay-
view Community Hall as the organization hosts 
its seventh Mardi Gras celebration.

“Mardi Gras is a free celebration/dance party 
for the community,” described Sami Postma, 
Goosefoot’s events and education coordina-
tor. “There is no cover charge, but tips to the 
band are appreciated. Janie Cribbs and the 
T.Rust Band will be playing [and] we’ll have a 
break about halfway through to announce the 
winners of the costume contest: most original, 
most comical, best in show, best couple, best 
child and best mask.”

Prizes from local businesses will be awarded. 
While there will be no food for sale at the party, 
there will be beer, wine and soft drinks available 
for purchase. The Taproom will also have Mardi 
Gras specials available.

Postma said it’s a great time of year to bring a 
little fun to the local community.

“Goosefoot wants to celebrate Mardi Gras just 
to bring some cheer and New Orleans-cultural 
fun to some of the darker, quiet times before 
things really start going in the summer,” she 
said. “Mardi Gras is special because not only is it 
the last costume contest event we regularly do, 
not only is the energy in the room incredible to 
see, it’s really nice to have an event that’s truly 
for the locals. All ages come out to enjoy this 
event together.”

Those attending not only get to enjoy a fun 
party with great music, they also get to engage 
their creativity by coming up with cool cos-
tumes and of course, dance moves.

“Mardi Gras is, by nature, a very engaging and 
involving event, from slinging beads around 
people’s necks as they walk in the door, to 
cheering on the costume contest winners, 
to waving those last goodbyes,” Postma said. 
“Even if someone is a total stranger, they 
become your best friend for the night.”

Postma said it’s also impossible not to put a 
Whidbey spin on any event like this.

“We deck the Cash Store out in Mardi Gras 

finery for the two weeks leading up to the 
party and give out free beads at the door,” she 
said, adding that it is the local community that 
helps make the celebration more special. Local 
businesses donate all the prizes and many 
local restaurants add Mardi Gras specials such 
as beignets, gumbo, shrimp and grits to their 
menus.

“We may be the ones organizing everything but 
the whole community really comes together 
for this,” Postma said. “Costumed or not, every-
one is welcome to join us for the fun. Leave 
your worries at the door and ‘laissez les bons 
temps rouler!’”

CHANGING OF THE GUARD

As the Goosefoot Community Fund celebrates 
Mardi Gras, the organization is embracing a big 
change. Longtime executive director, Sandy 
Whiting, has retired and the Goosefoot board 
of directors recently announced that Elise Miller 
has been chosen as the organization’s new 
executive director. 

“Sandy led Goosefoot out of a challenging time 
in its history into the financially and program-
matically healthy organization it is today,” said 
Marian Myszkowski, Goosefoot’s director of pro-
grams. “Her calm, patient and steady leadership 
never wavered over her 10 years here. Sandy 
made staff satisfaction with our jobs a priority, 
not necessarily a trait shared by all leaders. That 
led to a hard-working and dedicated team 
committed to fulfilling Goosefoot’s mission, and 
the team that our new ED will inherit.”

“The Goosefoot mission has grown and 
expanded under Sandy’s guidance,” said Chris 
Salomone, board president. “This is primarily 
attributed to her ‘Why not us?’ response to 
emerging challenges. Whether it is food suffi-
ciency, affordable housing or farm consortium/
coalition issues, she invites the challenge with 
a positive attitude and rolls up her sleeves. This 
willingness to take on community problems in 
an agile and selfless manner has permeated the 
organization. The board and staff have adopted 
the same ‘can do’ attitude as a result.”

Whiting said one of the biggest changes she 
saw during her tenure was the growth of the 
Goosefoot team, which went from one-and-
a-half employees when she started to a team 
of nine – five fulltime staff and four part time 
employees.  It is that team camaraderie she said 
she will miss the most.

“[I’ll miss] working on projects together and 
sharing experiences,” she told Whidbey Weekly 
in an email. “Shared successes and occasional 

disappointments, all part of the team experi-
ence.”

According to Whiting, her biggest accom-
plishment has been “guiding Goosefoot on 
its journey to fulfill our promise to the local 
community: to address community needs, fund 
local nonprofits, help local businesses grow, 
preserve great places and connect neighbors.”

While Whiting may have big shoes to fill, the 
board and staff alike are pleased with Miller’s 
selection as the new executive director and are 
confident in her ability to lead the organization.

“This is one of the most important changes In 
Goosefoot’s recent history,” said Salomone. 
“The leadership change has been labor of the 
board and staff for many months. It was a cause 
of significant apprehension. We could not be 
happier or more optimistic with this outcome.

“Elise Miller comes to the job with exceptional 
experience in nonprofit leadership and a knowl-
edge of the island issues and demographics,” 
he continued. “She also has the personal traits 
and interpersonal skills that make her a great fit 
to follow in Sandy’s role.”

“Having worked primarily nationally and inter-
nationally leading nonprofits, I’ve become 
increasingly aware that cultivating resilient 
local communities is absolutely critical if we 
are to effectively address the multiple and 
interconnected crises facing our world today,” 
Miller said via email in response to questions 
from Whidbey Weekly. “Goosefoot has been on 
the cutting edge of this kind of work on South 
Whidbey for over 20 years. To have the oppor-
tunity to serve the community I love as ED of 
Goosefoot and to build on the innovative work 
of the last couple decades is a true privilege.”

Miller said she is looking forward to working 
with Goosefoot’s “exceptional” staff, board 
and organizational partners. Miller took on her 
new role last Wednesday with an eye towards 
Goosefoot’s future. 

“Some immediate priorities are affordable work-
force rental housing, a commercial kitchen, and 
capital improvements to commercial properties 
to ensure they are well-maintained in service of 
a thriving community for many years to come,” 
she said. 

“This is as good as a leadership transition can 
get,” Myszkowski said. “While wishing Sandy 
the best for her retirement, the Goosefoot staff 
is looking forward to welcoming Elise to the 
team! We know she’ll make her own import-

Enjoy Mardi Gras, 
Whidbey-style!

David Welton Photo Courtesy of Goosefoot Community Fund 
Celebrate Mardi Gras in style Tuesday from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at Bayview Community Hall as Goosefoot presents its seventh annual Mardi Gras party.

Photo Courtesy of Goosefoot Community Fund
Sandy Whiting has retired as executive director of Goosefoot Community 
Fund, after 10 years at the helm of the organization. She plans to spend her 
retirement enjoying time with her spouse, Susanne, traveling, working on 
their property, reading, hanging out with friends, and working in her art 
studio.

Jim Carroll Photo Courtesy of Goosefoot Community Fund 
Elise Miller has been selected as the new executive director of Goosefoot 
Community Fund.

ant contributions to the continued success of 
Goosefoot, given her experience and leadership 
style.”

Learn more about the Goosefoot Community 
Fund at goosefoot.org.
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him directions but he doesn’t know where 
he is. States he is trying to walk there but 
advised he is having a hard time.

6:49 pm, W Sleeper Rd.
Pigs loose again and are destroying 
reporting party’s yard. Address they 
belong at isn’t addressed. Unknown name 
of owner. Weird property.

SUNDAY, JAN. 22
11:36 am, Sunlight Dr.
Pig showed up at reporting party’s door; 
has it contained on her property.

1:58 pm, Old Cornet Bay Rd.
Reporting party states four men at location 
pointing guns at reporting party and 
others telling them to move.

2:31 pm, NW Front St.
Male at the end of dock is yelling. Wearing 
no shirt, yelling at water.  Believes he may 
be doing something like a Native Ameri-
can ritual.

3:17 pm, Cultus Bay Rd.
Requesting call regarding subject in Clin-
ton having military grade grenades and 
other weapons. Subject is deceased and 
wife found the weapons.

8:29 pm, Cedar Hill Rd.
States husband is receiving text messages 
from a number that is trying to solicit 
drugs. Messages saying “you got it? I 
need a half.” 

MONDAY, JAN. 23
1:26 pm, Ault Field Rd.
Reporting party requesting pickup of bag 
containing large mushroom found in front 
of her business.

3:33 pm, Mobius Loop
Requesting call. Advising having issues 
with her doctor in San Juan County lying 
and harassing her. States her doctor said 
he spoke with “Island County” and she 
doesn’t believe him.

8:22 pm, Oak Harbor Rd.
Hearing stomping and female screaming 
from unit directly above location. Stomp-
ing so hard the light on the ceiling fell off. 
Unknown what she is screaming.

THURSDAY, JAN. 19
2:40 am, Humphrey Rd.
Advising loud noise coming from inside 
her house - unknown what it is - advising it 
frightened her. Reporting party not really 
able to articulate what it is.

10:09 am, Monkey Hill Rd.
Two cows in roadway on W Henni Rd.

10:41 am, East Harbor Rd.
Reporting party states mailbox was vandal-
ized by firecrackers. Requesting call. Won-
dering if string of incidents or just him.

11:42 am, Hoffman Rd.
Male at location is requesting law enforce-
ment respond. Was assaulted. Was hit by 
propane tank. Denied aid.

11:52 am, Northgate Dr.
Advising received phone call 30 minutes 
ago saying Borders and Customs told 
reporting party she had a package being 
held at the border for drugs. Reporting 
party very confused.

4:45 pm, Carl Ave.
Reporting party concerned her cats are 
under her house. Have been missing and 
concerned they are there. States were 
being cared for by squatters in the home. 
When reporting party went to check on 
cats, the squatters weren’t clear on the 
care they provided and mentioned they 
may be under the house.

FRIDAY, JAN. 20
2:52 pm, SE Bayshore Dr.
States it’s an emergency that has been 
going on since 1985 - talking about orange 
juice and gallon of milk.

SATURDAY, JAN. 21
12:44 pm, Ault Field Rd.
Reporting party states landlord is installing 
cameras. Is not there now. Reporting party 
is in process of getting an order against 
landlord.

3:21 pm, Ault Field Rd.
Landlord is now saying reporting party 
threatened him and violated his property. 
Reporting party requesting  to speak with 
law enforcement to let them know this isn’t 
true. Landlord said he would be at report-
ing party’s residence in 30 minutes.

5:58 pm, SW Fort Nugent Ave.
Caller irate; states law enforcement gave 

Seriously, we do not make this stuff up!
Island 911

Report provided by OHPD & Island County Sheriff’s Dept.

Coupeville
Job Fair

Monday, February 20
10:00 am to 1:00 pm

CHS Performing Art Center (PAC)
501 S. Main St., Coupeville

Entrance on Terry Road

If you are looking for a job or considering
a career move, come to the Job Fair to see

what opportunities are out there.

If you are looking for employees, contact the Coupeville
Chamber to �nd out how to participate in this FREE event.

Get in touch for more information:
360-678-5434 or info@coupevillechamber.com

WINE
BITES    &
BREW
2-5 PM • March 25, 2023 
At Oak Harbor Yacht Club
A wine and food tasting event with delicious hors d’oeuvres, 
dessert & drink from Whidbey Island favorite Wineries, 
Breweries, Distillery, Meadery, Restaurants and Bakehouse.
Fundraiser for Historic Downtown Oak Harbor Projects
Tickets $85 • Available at www.oakharbormainstreet.org

Sponsored by

Oak Harbor Main Street Presents

Jim & Margaret
 Livermore

WeeklyWhidbey

TICKETS
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BitsBits  & Pieces

The Biggest Little Gun Show on the 
Island Expands This Year
Holmes Harbor Rod and Gun Club will 
hold its annual Sportsman’s Show with 
a variety of fishing, hunting, shoot-
ing, reloading and other sporting equip-
ment offered. The usual one day event is 
running three days with dozens of estate 
firearms offered for the first time. Vintage 
Winchester lever-action rifles, first gener-
ation Colt .45, vintage and modern Smith 
& Wesson revolvers, Stevens Falling Block 
single-shots and military long guns from 
the 1870s through WWII: Springfield Trap-
doors and 1903, M1 Garand, Remington 
Rolling Block, Colt Civil War commemo-
ratives, Colt cap and ball reproductions, 
Remington pump and semi-auto shotguns, 
an extensive collection of Thompson-Cen-
ter Contender single-shot frames and 
barrels. Colt 1905 the first .45 ACP, Brown-
ing and Beretta over/under shotguns, 
Savage 99s, Kimber (Oregon) M 82 .22 rifle, 
Ruger revolvers, Swedish Mauser, Yugo 
SKS, Tikka and Sako bolt-actions and many 
more guns for collectors, sporting, hunt-
ing and protection. Plus 1000s of rounds of 
ammunition.

Hours are Thursday, March 2 and Friday, 
March 3, noon to 7:00pm and Saturday, 
March 4 from 9:00am until 2:00pm. Consign-
ments are being accepted and tables 
are available for the Saturday show. Call 
Michael at 360-221-7574 or email back-
doorsports@msn.com. FFL on site, all state 
and federal laws observed. Holmes Harbor 
Rod and Gun Club is located at 3334 
Brooks Hill Road just out of Langley.  

[Submitted by Holmes Harbor Rod and 
Gun Club]

Earn the Required Washington State 
Boater Education Card 
Registration Open for Two-Day Boating 
Skills and Certification Course

Registration is now open for America’s 
Boating Course, a two-day boating skills 
and certification course, to be held at the 
Oak Harbor Yacht Club Saturdays, March 
18 and 25, by the America’s Boating Club 
of Deception Pass. Successful comple-
tion of the course, conducted over the two 
Saturdays from 9:00am to 5:00pm will qual-
ify individuals for the Washington State 
Boater Education Card, now required for 
most boaters.

The introductory boating class will include:

• basic boat handling and docking
• safety considerations
• federal and state equipment and safety 

requirements
• nautical rules of the road

The cost to register is $50. For a spouse 
or partner sharing the course materials, 
it will cost an additional $30. Registration 
and payment can be done online at www.
deceptionpasssailandpowersquadron.
com/square-payments.html. Registration 
deadline is March 11. For more informa-
tion, contact Jerry Liggett at jliggett4@
hotmail.com.

 According to state law, most recreational 
boaters in Washington are required to 
complete a boating safety course and 
carry a Washington State Boater Educa-
tion Card. You are required to have a 
Boater Education Card if you fit the follow-
ing criteria:
• You operate a vessel with a 15-horse-

power (or greater) motor.

• You were born after Jan. 1, 1955.
• You are 12 years of age or older.

 According to instructor Jerry Liggett, this 
is the most comprehensive introductory 
boating course available, and will give 
novice boaters the skills needed to enjoy 
their time on the water and boat with 
confidence. The boating club offers free 
on-the-water training for participants.

America’s Boating Club of Deception 
Pass is a 44-year-old nonprofit organiza-
tion, with more than 75 members from 
Whidbey and Fidalgo Islands, and is part 
of the United States Power Squadrons, a 
nonprofit boating organization dedicated 
to education and training of safe boating 
activities.

[Submitted by Jennifer Geller]

Skagit Valley College Raises Record-
High $130,000 to Support Student-
Athletes 
Skagit Valley College (SVC) hosted its 
20th Annual Athletic Auction Feb. 4 and 
raised a record-high amount of more than 
$130,000 in support of student-athletes 
and the athletics program at SVC. 

“We are in gratitude to the Swinomish 
Indian Tribal Community and the Swinom-
ish Casino and Lodge for allowing us to 
host our 20th Annual SVC Athletic Auction 
on tribal land,” said Mitch Freeman, SVC 
Athletics Director. “We are grateful that 
the room was filled with so many giving 
and supportive people and sponsors who 
helped us exceed our fundraising goal.” 

More than 240 people attended the 
auction, which was held at the Swinom-
ish Casino and Lodge. The auction bene-
fits student scholarships and operational 
costs for SVC’s nine athletic teams and 185 
student-athletes. 

Event organizers had hoped to raise at 
least $125,000 and exceeded the goal. 
SVC President Dr. Christopher Villa 
provided a matching donation of $2,500 
to help exceed the Fund the Need goal of 
$25,000 to more than $26,000. 

Some auction items included: a Kraken 
hockey fan package; Native Ameri-
can art by Tulalip Tribes Artist Michelle 
Myles and Swinomish Tribes Master 
Carver, Kevin Paul; a Northwest golf pack-
age; MLB experience at the 2023 All Star 
Game Home Run Derby and Julio Rodri-
guez autographed bat and jersey; trips 
to Spokane, Las Vegas and Hawaii; five-
course seafood feast and wine pair-
ing in La Conner; and a chance to be a 
brewer for a day with Tony Savoy, who also 
coaches the SVC women’s soccer team 
and is the head brewer at Cardinal Craft 
Brew Academy. 

Many local businesses supported the 
auction including the event underwriter, 
Baird Private Wealth Management and 
Stewart Carter Group. Platinum sponsors 
included Proliance Surgeons and TRICO 
Companies. Gold sponsors included 
SaviBank and the Jack and Shirley McIn-
tyre Foundation. Silver sponsors included 
Banner Bank, Dave Ryberg, Dwayne Lane’s 
Auto Family, Northwest Physical Ther-
apy, Skagit Publishing, Spane Building, 
Inc., SVC Culinary, Swinomish Casino and 
Lodge, Taste of India, WaFd Insurance 
Group and the 1991 SVC men’s soccer 
team. 

SVC has set the date for the 21st Annual 
Athletic Auction in 2024 for Saturday, Feb. 
3, at Swinomish Casino and Lodge. 

For more information, visit skagit.edu/
athletics. 

[Submitted by Marisa Pierce, Execu-
tive Director of Strategic Marketing and 
Communications, SVC]

St. Augustine’s-in-the-Woods Honors 
Four Whidbey Charities

 
From left to right back row: TJ Harmon-Fisher of Garage of 
Blessings, Lisa Bernhardt of CADA, Rebecca Reid of St. Augus-
tine’s, Frankie Parker of Equestrian Crossings, Sandy Luebbers 
of St Augustine’s, Gail Corell of Equestrian Crossings, front row: 
Barbara Eaton of Equestrian Crossings, Jean Favini of Oasis for 
Animals (with Maggie) 

St Augustine’s-in-the-Woods Episcopal 
Church honored four Whidbey charities 
with the proceeds from its 2022 Holiday 
Market Feb. 10. Each received a $2,343 
check. Recipients were Oasis For Animals, 
Garage of Blessings, Equestrian Crossings 
and Citizens Against Domestic Abuse–
CADA. Sandy Luebbers and Rebecca Reid 
thanked them for the important work they 
are doing in our community. 

[Submitted by Rebecca Reid]

John Lovie Recognized as Jan 
Holmes Award Winner
John Lovie is a leader in the world of water 
quality and marine resource conservation. 
He is well-deserved in winning the Jan 
Holmes award for 2023.

This award, presented by the Island 
County Marine Resources Committee, 
Sound Water Stewards and WSU Exten-
sion – Island County, is given each year to 
an outstanding volunteer whose efforts 
contribute to the protection and resto-
ration of the Island County marine ecosys-
tem and coastal resources. The award is 
named to honor the memory of Jan 
Holmes, an exemplary marine scientist, 
educator and champion for stewardship of 
the marine environment. 

John has been an avid volunteer, dedicat-
ing countless hours as part of community 
science organizations and communi-
ty-driven boards to improve the water 
quality, coastal resources and health of 
Island County. He can often be heard in his 
various committees as a voice of reason. 
He will take on projects and do the difficult 
work to drive environmental actions and 
ideas forward. John does more than simply 
attend meetings; whether he’s giving his 
opinion on a new salmon recovery project 
or developing technical tools, he always 
brings a presence of mind and critical eye 
to Island County’s restoration projects. His 
words are well thought out and consid-
ered, and his passion for protecting and 
restoring the environment and enhancing 
water quality always comes through. Island 
County and the Puget Sound region have 
benefited from his scientific background 
and expertise, and his prolific volunteer-
ing in multiple areas has given him a vast 
well of knowledge and context to work 
from. He shares information from all of his 
committees and uses it to enhance local 
knowledge, make connections and drive 
projects forward. His background in chem-
istry and engineering makes him an expert 
who benefits every organization he is a 
part of.

He has been a powerhouse of environ-
mental advocacy for Island County’s water 
and marine resources. Community science 
advisory boards do not often get the 
recognition they deserve for the work they 
do to advance environmental causes and 
members often go without recognition. 
The boards John has served on have bene-
fited greatly from the work he has done, 
and while that work is often behind-the-
scenes, it has driven forward many posi-
tive changes for Island County’s (and the 
region’s) ecological resources.

[Submitted by Ann Prusha, Natural 
Resource Specialist, Island County Public 
Health]

Don’t let 
fear drive 
investment 
decisions
 In the past year, we’ve seen some big swings 
in the financial markets. This volatility may 
make you feel as if you have little control over 
your investment success. But the truth is, you 
do have more control than you might think — 
as long as you don’t let fear guide your 
decisions.
 Investment-related fear can manifest itself in 
a few different ways:
 • Fear of loss – Some investors may empha-
size avoiding losses more than achieving gains. 
Consequently, they might build portfolios they 
consider very low in risk, possibly containing a 
high percentage of certificates of deposit (CDs) 
and U.S. Treasury securities. Yet, a highly 
conservative approach carries its own risk — 
the risk of not achieving enough growth to stay 
ahead of inflation, much less meet long-term 
goals such as a comfortable retirement. To 
reach these goals, you’ll want to construct a 
diversified portfolio containing different types 
of assets and investments — each of which may 
perform differently at different times. Your 
objective shouldn’t be to avoid all risk — which 
is impossible — but to create an investment 
strategy that accommodates your personal risk 
tolerance and time horizon.         
 • Fear of missing out – You’re probably 
familiar with the term “herd mentality” — the 
idea that people will follow the lead of others 
for fear of missing out on something. This 
behavior is responsible for fads or the sudden 
emergence of “hot” products, and it’s also 
relevant to investing. In fact, herd mentality 
may contribute to sharp jumps in the financial 
markets as investors drive up prices by buying 
stocks to avoid being left behind. And the same 
may be true in reverse — when the market 
starts dropping, skittish investors may acceler-
ate the decline by selling stocks so they, too, can 
get out before it’s too late. Buying or selling 
investments should be considered as needed to 
help advance your long-term financial strategy 
— not in response to what others are doing.
 • Fear of the unknown – Some investors fall 
victim to “familiarity bias” — the tendency to 
invest only in what they know, such as local or 
domestic companies. But this behavior can lead 
to under-diversified portfolios. If your portfolio 
is dominated by just a few investments, and 
these investments are fairly similar to each 
other, you could experience some losses when 
the inevitable market downturn occurs. To help 
reduce the impact of market volatility, it’s a 
good idea to spread your investment dollars 
across large and small companies in a range of 
industries and geographical regions. And that’s 
just on the equities side — it’s also wise to 
consider further diversifying your portfolio by 
owning bonds and government securities. 
(Keep in mind, though, that diversification 
can’t guarantee profits or protect against all 
losses.)
 • Fear of admitting failure – Some individu-
als don’t like to admit when they’ve been 
wrong about something, and they may continue 
the same failed activities, hoping for eventual 
success. This behavior can be costly in the 
investment arena. Sometimes, a particular 
investment, or even an investment strategy, just 
doesn’t work out, but an investor is determined 
to stick with it — even if it ultimately means 
considerable financial loss. Don’t let his happen 
to you — if it becomes apparent you need to 
change your investment approach, move on to 
something better.
 Fear can hold us back in many walks of life 
— but don’t let it keep you from making 
appropriate investment moves.
 This article was written by Edward Jones 
for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

630 SE Midway Blvd.
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-679-2558
je�ery.pleet@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Je�ery C. Pleet, 
CLU®, ChFC® 

Financial Advisor
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of Island Countyof Island County

OAK HARBOR • 290 SE Pioneer Way • 360.675.8733
OPEN: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm

store@islandcountyhabitat.com

FREELAND • 1592 Main Street • 360.331.6272
OPEN: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm

southstore@islandcountyhabitat.com

Habitat for Humanity
We o�er a variety of new and used products.  Find your next treasure with us today!
www.islandcountyhabitat.org

Habitat For Humanity of Island County  Oak Harbor Location 
New Donation Hours: Monday - Saturday
From 10:30am until 3:00pm (or until full)

 *We cannot guarantee acceptance of any items without seeing them in person.
*We do not accept items that are damaged or in need of repair.

*All donated items must be accepted by a Habitat for Humanity associate or volunteer.
No Dumping allowed on property

Thank you for your support.
 For more information or to set up a pickup,

please call 360-675-8733

Presented by:
Langley Chamber of  Commerce
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Carlindo Pereira, MD Roy Gordon, OD

202 N. Main St., Coupeville, WA 98239
308 SE Barrington Dr., Oak Harbor, WA 98277

360-678-2020 I www.cascadiaeye.com
whidbey@ncascade.com

*We bill most insurance

• Increased availability for the whole of Whidbey Island
• Routine vision and medical care, including 

diabetic, glaucoma and retina specialties
• Experienced cataract and LASIK surgeons

• One of the largest selections on the Island for 
prescription glasses and accessories

Call or go online now to make an appointment: 
360-678-2020 | www.cascadiaeye.com

Dan Siapco, MD Ernesto Golez III, MD

CASCADIA EYE AND 
WHIDBEY VISION CARE

HAVE MERGED! 

150 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor • 360-679-3533

HEADQUARTERS

We have 
everything 

you’ll 
need

in our
store.

BAIT & TACKLE
BOWS & SUPPLIES

GUNS & AMMUNITION
BOATING & CAMPING 

SUPPLIES AND 
MUCH, MUCH MORE

MAKING TACKLE BETTER
In the late 1980s and early 1990s there were 
a few catchy commercials on television. One 
that always stuck with me is from the German 
company BASF, or Badische Anilin und Soda 
Fabrik. This company boasted, “We don’t 
make a lot of the products you buy - we make 
them better.”  

These commercials always triggered the 
inventor in me, and I believe fishing tackle 
falls into the BASF claim as well.  I’m always 
thinking about how to improve upon my fish-
ing tackle, trying to get the edge on the fish, 
everything from salmon spoons to earthworms. 
Sometimes the “make it better” idea hits me 
immediately; other times years seem to go by 
before the pieces fall into place. I have been 
successful with some of my own modified 
fishing gear ideas. Making subtle changes 
to an already good idea can be challenging 
and rewarding. Here are a few BASF-inspired 
improvements I’ve tried over the years and 
continue to use it today.

•Aquarium fish food mixed into nightcrawler 
bedding: The good Lord made earthworms 
irresistible to fish, so I always try to keep some 
nightcrawlers in a moist worm box filled with 
worm bedding for trout and steelhead fishing. 
When I visit the pet area in the department 
store, or a pet store, I pick up a canister of 
basic aquarium fish food and sprinkle some of 
the flakes or pellets into the worm box. Give 
the worms a few days and they will begin to 
eat the fish food, giving the worms even more 
fish-attracting power.

•Reshaping salmon spoons: Even though 
many hours of research and development 
have been spent by lure manufacturers to get 
just the right shape on a thin sliver of steel 
(salmon spoon) to mimic a wounded baitfish, 
a little more adjusting/bending can trigger 
a finicky fish to bite what the fish sees as a 
boring spoon. I accidentally stepped on one 
of my spoons while it was lying on the deck 
of the boat. I didn’t notice the out-of-shape 
spoon and continued fishing with it; as the day 
went on, that spoon was the only lure that got 
bit. Later I compared the stepped-on spoon 
with one right out of the package and it made 
a believer out of me that shape can make 
a difference. Don’t be afraid to make small 
adjustments to a salmon spoon.

•Velcro effect - adding yarn to salmon 
hooks:  I’ve seen 500 yards of gillnets in the 
same area as we recreational fishermen are 
trolling. However, we must pinch down the 
small barbs on our hooks while fishing the 
Puget Sound; seems wrong to me but that’s 
another story. While in saltwater, salmon have 
small needle-like teeth used to catch and hold 
baitfish; since a metal salmon spoon does not 

feel like a bait fish, the salmon won’t always 
hold onto a salmon spoon for very long or 
may have a difficult time chasing the darting 
lure down. We can increase our odds of the 
fish staying hooked by adding a short length 
of yarn tied to the eye of the hook. I thread a 
six-inch piece of yarn about half way through 
the eye of my hook attached to the spoon then 
secure it with a couple square knots. Next, I 
pull the two ends down even with the bend of 
the hook then trim off the tag-ends. When the 
salmon strikes at the moving spoon and tries 
to quickly spit out the hook, the yarn fibers 
catch on the salmon’s needle sharp teeth 
and  hold on, similar to hook and latch action 
of Velcro, giving  that little extra time needed 
for the hook-point to sink in and help the bar-
bless hook stay hooked in the fish’s mouth. I 
use a medium-size yarn in purple or pink color 
but chartreuse and black are also good. It’s not 
about color, it’s about the Velcro effect.

•Rubberized twitching jigs: Lead head jigs with 
rubber legged skirts have been used by bass 
fishermen for many years. Fur and feather jigs 
are used in Alaska to target salmon in rivers, 
and in the last eight to 10 years, twitching jigs 
for coho and pink salmon in the local rivers 
has exploded. Twitching jigs come in all colors 
and sizes and are made from fur, feathers 
and fibers As the fish get used to seeing and 
feeling jigs year after year, they are beginning 
to become savvy about jigs and don’t always 
bite down and hold on like they used to. Here 
is what I do to get the fish to hold on a little 
longer: Take a rubber bass worm and cut off 
a ¾- to 1-inch piece of the worm and thread 
it onto the shank of the hook. When the fish 
bites down on the jig the soft rubber worm in 
the fish’s mouth tricks them to hold on long 
enough to get a good hookset. I match the 
rubber worm color as close to the jig color as I 
can but it’s more about texture and feel to the 
fish. The biggest difference in jig action that 
I have noticed is the jig sink rate; the rubber 
tends to cause a slower sink rate, but it does 
not take away from the jig’s effectiveness.

Experimenting with, or enhancing an already 
good lure or bait is fair game in my book, and 
if that is what it takes to help me catch dinner 
for my family, I’ll gladly paint, bend, twist and 
modify my tackle until I find what works best. 

We have had our 30,000 baby coho salmon at 
the Oak Harbor marina for about a month now. 
If you would like more information about our 
local Salmon and Steelhead Enhancement Pro-
gram, feel free to email me, Tracy Loescher, 
at tlfishmonger@gmail .com or contact the 
Oak Harbor marina staff at 360-279-4575. The 
2023/2024 season fishing licenses are available 
now, to avoid the end of March rush to renew. 
Warmer weather will be here soon THINK 
SPRING!

By Tracy Loescher

Island Island 
AnglerAngler

WHY GO OVER THE BRIDGE
FOR YOUR CUSTOM 
FRAMING & ART
SUPPLIES?

Gene’s Has 
It All!

GENE’S ART & FRAME
SINCE 1967

WHIDBEY’S LARGEST SELECTION OF FINE ART SUPPLIES

250 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor
360-675-3854

genesartframing.com 
9:30-6 Monday-Friday • 10-5:30 Saturday

• Honest Pricing
• No Fine Print

• Friendly Service
• No Traffic Delays

• 15% Military Discount

We Specialize In Custom Framing
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SEMI-ANNUAL CLEARANCE SALE

 Saturday, February 18 thru Wednesday, March 1
Choose from hundreds of items including Clothing, Gifts,

Handbags, Candles, Jewelry, Wedding Bands & much more!

L I N D S  W H I D B E Y  I S L A N D
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm Sunday Closed

1609 E. Main Street, Freeland | (360)221-6111 | lindswhidbeyisland.com

SAVE
UP TO
60%
OFF

Gangspil Concert 
Friday, February 17, 7:00pm

Clinton Community Hall  
6411 S Central Ave.
Suggested donation: $20-25, or what you 
can

Traditional Danish fiddler Kristian Bugge 
and multi-instrumentalist Sonnich Lydom 
will take you on a journey through many 
musical traditions of Denmark. These lively 
and highly skilled musicians will bring their 
humor, stories, and many old (and new) 
dance tunes and songs from every corner 
of their Scandinavian home country. All are 
welcome. All ages. Doors open at 6:30pm.

For musicians: 3:00pm workshop (Int-Adv; 
space limited). Come learn some fun 
Danish tunes! For location and other 
details, text 605-906-0538. There is also 
a jam session after the concert at Cozy’s 
Roadhouse from 9:00 to 11:00pm. Bring 
your instruments.

Ever Green Film Screening
Saturday, February 18, 11:00am

Fritz Cornell Nordic Hall, Coupeville

Ever Green is about community commit-
ment and actions to keep Whidbey Island 
a special place and the important role of 
Whidbey Environmental Action Network 
(WEAN) to help make that happen. The 
open fields of Greenbank Farm, forest 
trails of the Saratoga Woods, re-popula-
tion of native plants at Pacific Rim Institute, 
and reduction of toxic roadside spraying 
are just a few of the results of actions by 
WEAN in collaboration with other island 
groups. The Nordic Hall is located at 63 
Jacobs Rd.

Salish Sea Early Music Festival 
Sunday, February 19, 7:30pm 
Unitarian Universalist Church, Freeland

The Viennese Biedermeier Serenade 
(1815-1835) with Oleg Timofeyev (guitar), 
Lindsey Strand-Polyak (viola) and Jeffrey 
Cohan (8-keyed flute). Suggested donation 
of $20 or $25 (a free will offering), 18 and 
under are free. For more information, visit 
www.salishseafestival.org/whidbey. The 
church is located at 20103 SR 525. 

Coupeville Job Fair
Monday, February 20, 10:00am-1:00pm

Coupeville High School PAC  
501 S Main St.

If you are looking for a job or consider-
ing a career move, come to the Job Fair. 
If you are looking for employees, contact 
the Coupeville Chamber to find out how to 
participate in this free event, 360-678-5434 
or info@coupevillechamber.com.

Ride with a Guide Coffee Shop Tour
Friday, February 24

Take fare-free Island Transit to visit unique, 
locally-owned coffee shops. Sample their 
tasty treats. Play Transit Trivia and win 
prizes on the way. To RSVP and get details 
email Travel@IslandTransit.org or call 
360-678-9536.

Star Party
Friday, February 24, 7:00pm 
Fort Nugent Park, Oak Harbor 

No telescope is needed and people of 
all ages are welcome to attend. Be sure 
and dress warmly and note the event will 
be canceled if the weather is cloudy. For 
more information, contact Bob Scott at 
ICAS_President@outlook.com or visit www.
icas-wa.org. Fort Nugent Park is located at 
2075 SW Fort Nugent Rd.

Meetings & Organizations 
Whidbey Island Genealogical 
Searchers (WIGS) 
Tuesday, February 21, 1:00pm 
Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

What’s Going On
Join an in-person workshop to help you 
“Find Your Ancestors” or further your 
genealogical research. All are invited. 
Membership is not required. Beginners 
should bring some family names and dates 
to start building a family tree and learn 
about genealogy websites and research 
techniques. Experienced genealogists may 
bring “brick walls” or research problems 

or help others get started or further their 
research. The church is located at 1253 
NW 2nd Ave.

Classes, Seminars and 
Workshops
Medicare 2023 “Reboot” 
Thursday, February 16, 12:30-2:00pm

The Center at Oak Harbor, 51 SE Jerome St. 

There have been major changes to Medi-
care in recent weeks that may reduce 
your costs and increase your benefits 
almost immediately. If you want to change 
your Medicare Advantage Plan, access a 
prescription plan that covers your insu-
lin costs, determine whether revised 
eligibility for low-income assistance can 
work for you, we will cover all of this and 

more. Offered by SHIBA, a program of 
the Washington State Office of the Insur-
ance Commissioner and Island Senior 
Resources. No registration required.

Bridging Our Differences Workshop
Saturday, February 18, 1:00-2:30pm

Free on Zoom

What would it feel like if:
- You were comfortable having conversa-
tions with people who disagree with you?
- You knew how to find ways to start tricky 
conversations respectfully?
- You knew how to stay civil without feeling 
you are giving up your beliefs or opinions?

Register at www.civilityfirst.org/next-bridg-
ing-our-differences-workshop.html. For 
more information, email civility1st@gmail.
com.
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By Kathy Reed Whidbey Weekly

“Mamma Mia!” 

That is not only the title of the musical production opening 
tonight at Oak Harbor High School, but a fitting description of 
the energetic, colorful and extremely enjoyable show awaiting 
audiences. Performances will be Thursday through Saturday at 
7 p.m., starting tonight and running through Saturday, Feb. 25.  
Tickets to the production are $15 and are available at the door 
(cash or checks only) or online at payments.efundsforschools.
com/v3/districts/55816/. Doors will open at 6:15 p.m.

Just in case there are some who have never seen “Mamma Mia!,” 
the story was written by British playwright Catherine Johnson. 
The music is by the Swedish rock group ABBA. The play opened 
in 1999 and a film version, starring Meryl Streep and Pierce Bros-
nan, was released in 2008. 
Some have suggested the 
storyline bears a strong 
resemblance to a film made 
in 1968, “Buona Sera, Mrs. 
Campbell.” The story in 
“Mamma Mia!” centers on 
a woman named Donna, 
whose 20-year-old daugh-
ter, Sophie, is about to get 
married. Sophie doesn’t 
know who her father is, 
and discovers there are 
three possibilities – Harry, 
Bill or Sam – all of whom 
she invites to her wed-
ding, unbeknownst to her 
mother. Cue the mayhem 
and get ready to chuckle, all while bopping along to some classic 
songs that move the story along. 

The show is the combined effort of members of the OHHS drama 
and choir clubs and boasts a cast of 35. The production is being 
directed by Micki Gibson and Eric George, with OHHS choral 
director Darrren McCoy as producer and musical director.

“Mamma Mia!” was originally scheduled to be performed in 2020, 
but the pandemic shut the production down. McCoy said it 
made sense to finish what students started more than two years 
ago.

“Last time, we learned a lot about what worked best and what 
worked least,” he said. “In this rare turn of events, we were given 
a second chance to fix some of those mistakes. It feels exciting to 
try again but it’s a nice reminder that as directors, there is always 
room for improvement.”

“With the success we had with ‘Dracula’ last year, we knew we 
had to do something that was just as popular, had audience 
appeal, and was something that everyone could get excited 

about,” said George. “There was a sense of loss when we couldn’t 
perform the show the first time and we just felt like it was now or 
never.” 

“When choosing a show, if I get excited about it from the get go 
and the students are too, it’s the right show to do,” said Gibson. 
“Since we had started on it before, we had some ideas that we 
wanted to capitalize on, which gave us a tiny head start.”

Most adults have heard of ABBA and just about everyone has 
heard an ABBA song at some point. It could be fair to say that 
most high school students these days aren’t overly familiar with 
the group’s music, however, the directors said these young 
actors and singers have surprised them.

“It became clear that a majority of the cast not only knew the 
songs, but were already memorized on the lyrics and melodies,” 

McCoy said. “Some were 
already harmonizing with 
each other in the halls 
before the auditions!”

“When I catch them 
rehearsing a song during 
a break or a non-rehearsal 
time, I know they love it, 
which makes our jobs as 
directors easier,” Gibson 
said. “One of my favorite 
memories will be when the 
students were at Toppins 
very recently and their 
music came on and they 
all sang in harmony and 
did their choreography.  It 

was fun to watch the other patrons enjoying the “Mamma Mia!” 
preview.  It was one of the best non-rehearsal rehearsals.”

Most of the students who responded to questions from Whidbey 
Weekly said they had varying degrees of familiarity with ABBA’s 
music before becoming part of the cast of “Mamma Mia!”  All 
who responded said they have enjoyed the experience and the 
hard work but have especially enjoyed the camaraderie among 
cast and crew.

“I’ve enjoyed getting closer with the cast and learning a lot of 
new things that helped me get better at the play in general,” said 
17-year-old Maria Andelmi, who plays Sophie. “It’s always a lot of 
fun and I feel at home every time we are at rehearsals.”

“One thing I found myself enjoying more than I thought I would 
was having a big group of friends that I’d get to have fun with 
every day,” said Graham Ray, a sophomore who plays the role of 
Sam. “Whether it was laughing our way through a new dance 
number or chugging bottles of vanilla extract in the green room, 
the time I spent with this cast will not be forgotten.”

Since many of the characters in “Mamma Mia!” are long out of 
high school, several of the actors have had to channel their future 
inner grown up.

“The ultimate acting challenge for me has been the intense, 
though very brief, intimacy Rosie shares in a couple of scenes 
with the character Bill,” said Eclipse Garrettt, a junior. “His actor, 
Cyrus, who is a dear friend, is not hard to work with, but it has 
been an interesting experience to portray the saucy side of a 
middle-aged woman.”

“The biggest [challenge] for me is to be able to portray such a 
mature character, as she’s in her 40s and I’m still in the middle of 
high school,” said Dana Rivo, 16, who plays Donna. She said the 
broad range in musical styles was also a vocal workout. “A big 
thing that I was surprised about was for example, ‘Money, Money, 
Money’ compared to ‘Slipping Through My Fingers.’ There is a 
wide range and contrast between the two songs. This is seen in 
many more songs as well. It’s definitely been more challenging.”

“I think the music has been more challenging than I imagined 
because I did not expect the harmonies to be very, very, high,” 
said sophomore Cyrus Amor, who plays Bill. “However, once I 
practiced my parts it started getting progressively easier for me 
to hit the harmonies as they started becoming more comfort-
able.”

And one mustn’t forget the choreography – there is a lot of it. 
Every movement translates to many hours of practice for the cast.

“We want the show to look and feel like it’s a breeze,” said 
McCoy. “But the truth is, it takes about two hours of rehearsal for 
every minute of song and dance. And this show has about 26 
songs. You can draw your own conclusions.”

“The amount of choreography in this show is mind blowing and 
everyone in the show met whatever challenges we threw at 
them with determination and overcame the obstacles,” George 
said. “Like seriously, there is some awesome choreography in this 
show.”

This is a big production that at times makes one forget they’re 
watching a high school performance. There’s a large cast, there’s 
a large set with lots of moving parts. There are special effects as 
well – a fog machine and confetti cannon, to be specific. There 
are a lot of costumes, too, as many as three per character. And of 
course, there’s a lot of sparkle.

“The show is covered in sequins and smiles,” McCoy said. “I think 
the audience will love hearing ABBA and if they want to sing 
along, come to the performance on the 23rd.  We›ll give you 
the lyrics and you can sing your heart out with Donna and the 
Dynamos.”

“Our set and our costumes are absolutely phenomenal,” said 
15-year-old Adriana Froman, who plays Tanya, one of the Dyna-
mos. “[After] seeing it once, it will make people want to come 
again with more people.”

Performances of “Mamma Mia!” are Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
at 7 p.m. starting tonight and running through Feb. 25. Doors 
open at 6:15 p.m. and tickets may be purchased at the door or in 
advance at payments.efundsforschools.com/v3/districts/55816/. 
The performance Thursday, Feb. 23 is a sing-along, so those 
attending should be prepared to join in the fun.

“Audiences should attend to see the depth of talent we have 
here at the high school,” Gibson encouraged. “ABBA’s music is 
catchy, and we hope the audience will be on their feet at the 
end, wanting to dance along.”

“Our goal is to create high quality productions within a safe and 
enjoyable context of community,” said McCoy. “This takes time 
and funding. We hope everyone will spread the word and make 
this the biggest show OHHS has ever had!”

OHHS’s “Mamma Mia!” hits all the right notes

Kathy Reed/Whidbey Weekly 
Donna and the Dynamos take the stage in the Oak Harbor High School production of “Mamma Mia!” The 
musical opens tonight and will run through Feb. 25. Pictured from left are Adriana Froman, Dana Rivo and 
Eclipse Garrrett.

Kathy Reed/Whidbey Weekly 
Sophie (Maria Andelmi) gets to know her dads, Harry and Bill (Ethan Johnson, left, and Cyrus Amor)  in 
“Mamma Mia!” The musical is playing at Oak Harbor High School through Saturday, Feb. 25.

Kathy Reed/Whidbey Weekly 
Choreography is king in the Oak Harbor High School musical production of “Mamma Mia!”
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ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
You might feel caught up in a daze 
this week, Aries. Your mind continues 
to wander, but your thoughts will 
settle down soon enough.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Make an effort to bring more people 
onto your side, Taurus. You can’t pos-
sibly win everyone over, but others 
might be receptive to your ideas with 
the right approach.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
A sit down with a higher-up could be 
in order soon, Gemini. Explain your 
attributes and what you have been 
doing for the company and make an 
effort to compromise, if necessary. 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Cancer, you are still following 
through with resolutions to be more 
organized. Start slowly and build up 
to bigger projects when you gain 
confidence in your abilities.  

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Celestial energy has you temporarily 
doubting your abilities, Leo. Nor-
mally you are quite confident in your 
creativity. Give things a little time to 
settle down.  

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, excitement could be on the 
horizon. Caution is needed, but don’t 
hesitate to embrace the renewed 
vigor this development inspires.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, this week you may start micro-
managing other people without even 
realizing it. You certainly want things 
to be in order, but sometimes you 
have to let others be.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Retail therapy has its allure this week, 
Scorpio. If you must buy, direct your 
purchasing dollars toward a sweet-
heart for Valentine’s Day or another 
special occasion.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, ground yourself with the 
small luxuries in your life that bring 
you joy. This could be the company 
of friends or cherished mementos.  

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Misinformation seems to circulate 
with ease, but don’t believe every-
thing you hear this week, Capri-
corn.  You may need to do some 
fact-checking of your own.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, you could be tempted 
to indulge in a little gossip as the 
rumors start flying this week. Take the 
high road and resist the urge to join 
in.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, if you feel a little off your 
game this week,  find a friend who 
can offer you a pep talk. That’s all you 
need to bounce back.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPES

www.soundsportsnet.com

Broadcasting
Skagit 
Valley

Cardinals’ 
Hoops 

IT’S BASKETBALL SEASON!

Saturday, February 18
SVC Women’s Basketball @ Shoreline - 2pm

Saturday, February 18
SVC Men’s Basketball @ Shoreline - 4pm

Wednesday, February 22
SVC Women’s Basketball vs Bellevue - 5pm

Wednesday, February 22
SVC Men’s Basketball vs Bellevue - 7pm

Saturday, February 25
SVC Women’s Basketball @ Whatcom - 6pm

Saturday, February 25
SVC Men’s Basketball @ Whatcom - 8pm

Stream opens 60 minutes prior to tip-off times.
 Pre-game is 15 minutes prior to tip-off  for start of every cast.

Freeland

Hardware
1609 E. Main Street • Freeland

360-331-6799
acehardware.com

Monday-Saturday 8am-7pm • Sunday 9am-6pm

GARDEN
CENTER

*Limited to supply on hand

Bare Root 
Sale

20% Off
Sale Dates 2/25/23 
through 2/28/23

157686 - bare root shrubs, 
Reg $24.99

109921 - bare root trees, 
Reg $44.99

157685 - bare root 
espalier trees, 

Reg $59.99

Now Showing!Now Showing!
Friday, Feb. 17 thru Sunday, Feb. 19

ANT-MAN AND THE WASP: 
QUANTUMANIA (PG-13)

AVATAR: THE WAY OF WATER (PG-13)

Box o�ce, Snackbar, Arcade & Tavern open at 4pm. 
First movie starts at 7pm.

11 & OVER $6.50*; KIDS 5-10 $1.00*; 4 & UNDER FREE *CASH PRICES
GO KARTS CLOSED FOR THE SEASON

1403 N MONROE LANDING RD • OAK HARBOR 
360-675-5667 • www.bluefoxdrivein.com

1321 SW BARLOW ST • OAK HARBOR
Movie Hotline 360-279-2226

Book A Party or Special Showing 360-279-0526
Book online: oakharborcinemas.com 

MOVIE SHOWTIMES
2-17-23 THRU 2-21-23

 ANT-MAN: QUANTUMANIA (PG-13)
Friday – Tues 1:30pm, 4:00pm 7:00pm & 7:30pm

 MAGIC MIKE’S LAST DANCE (R)
Friday – Tuesday: 1:45pm, 4:15pm & 7:15pm

 80 FOR BRADY (PG-13)
Friday – Tuesday: 2:00pm & 4:30pm

 CLOSED WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY!
 SENIORS $5 ALL WEEK FOR “80 FOR BRADY” 

ADMISSIONS ONLY
SENIORS $10 ALL WEEK FOR “80 FOR BRADY” 

IF YOU WANT VIP SEATS PLUS ADMISSIONS

NORTH
WHIDBEY

HELP
HOUSE

NORTH
WHIDBEY

HELP
HOUSE

Your Community Food Bank Since 1977
1091 SE Hathaway St  • Oak Harbor

Your Donations 
Are Always 
Needed and 

Appreciated!
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Functions

 5. Records electric 
currents associated 
with contractions of 
the heart

 8. Trigonometric func-
tion (abbr.)

11. Secret political 
clique

13. Type of gibbon

14. Nocturnal S. Ameri-
can rodent

15. Famed American 
playwright

16. Mesopotamian 
goddess

17. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

18. Long ridge of gravel 
and sediment

20. A place to stay

21. Actor Idris

22. One who behaves in 
a rebellious way

25. A way to measure 
movement

30. Distinguish oneself

31. Type of drug (abbr.)

32. Basketball great 
Baylor

33. Masses of salivary 
matter

38. Calls balls and 
strikes

41. Plant that grows 
along the ground

43. A recreational activi-
ty in the air

45. Consumes too much

47. Island nation

49. Pistol

50. Mixtures of soul and 
calypso

55. Ancient Greek City

56. Similar

57. Roughly trimmed 
tree trunk used in a 
Scottish game

59. Semitic fertility god

60. Born  of

61. Frogs, toads, tree 
toads

62. School in the north-
east (abbr.)

63. Soviet Socialist 
Republic

64. “__ the Man” Musi-
cal, baseball player

CLUES DOWN
1. Fiddler crabs

2. Discount

3. Partner to “flows”

4. Ethnic group of Laos

5. Beloved “Seinfeld” 
character

6 .Book of tickets

7. The last name of 
“Hermione”

8. Type of TV package

9. Helps to heal a cut

10. Town in Galilee

12. Actor Horsley

14. “Hocus Pocus 2” 
actor Ed

19. Bird-loving group 
(abbr.)

23. They respond when 
someone is sick

24. Emerged

25. Midway between 
south and southeast

26. Monetary unit of 
Afghanistan

27. Unit of work or 
energy

28. Indicates near

29. Famed river

34. For each

35. News organization

36. CNN’s founder

37. They __

39. Areas off to the side

40. Satisfies

41. A spare bed

42. Legendary singer 
Diana

44. Frothy mass of 
bubbles

45. A kind of sorcery

46. River in South Africa

47. Philippine Island

48. County in China

51. S. American plant

52. Beverage containers

53. Edge

54. Protein-rich liquids

58. Moved quickly on 
foot

Answers on page 11

YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS OURS WEATHER FORECAST
Thurs, Feb. 16

North Isle

H-48°/L-41°
Cloudy

 

South Isle

H-46°/L-39°
Cloudy

Fri, Feb. 17
North Isle

H-46°/L-39°
Clouds with  
Sunbreaks

South Isle

H-45°/L-37°
Showers

Sat, Feb. 18
North Isle

H-47°/L-38°
Showers

South Isle

H-46°/L-38°
Showers

Sun, Feb. 19
North Isle

H-47°/L-38°
Showers

South Isle

H-45°/L-37°
Showers

Mon, Feb. 20
North Isle

H-46°/L-37°
Showers

South Isle

H-46°/L-36°
Showers

Tues, Feb. 21
North Isle

H-45°/L-34°
Showers

South Isle

H-42°/L-33°
Showers

Wed, Feb. 22
North Isle

H-44°/L-34°
Showers

South Isle

H-44°/L-32°
Showers

   OUR 
Community
An Upbeat Question 
of the week
By Helen Mosbrooker

What are you most grateful for, living in Clinton?

Debbie Wilkie, Clinton
I am grateful for the opportunity to raise my kids here, own 
a business, and of course the love of animals from the com-
munity. The community has always been a family-friendly, 
safe atmosphere. Owning a business, the community is so 
supportive, in fact, if it wasn’t for the local WILL program, I 
wouldn’t have this opportunity. With that said, the support 
of the community with rescuing animals is amazing, and I 
couldn’t do all we do if it wasn’t for community.

BikerBob Akers, Clinton
I am thankful for the many friends and acquaintances that I 
have made on Whidbey Island (particularly on the south end) 
since I had come onboard well over a decade ago. Having 
been a computer programmer, I am especially thankful for 
the expertise I have learned from various professionals of 
various trades and that some areas of the island are not 
called townships; rather they are called communities. I love 
the diversity of the people on the island regardless of race, 
creed, religion or political affiliation. Everyone is entitled to 
an opinion. No need for argument or disrespect.

Dustin Yongue, Clinton
The community! It has been four years since I opened up 
my store, and three years since we moved here. In that time, 
I’ve seen more good will and overall friendliness than my 
19 years on the mainland. When we started remodeling our 
home, we had five people lending us their tools and helping 
us with building a deck.

We were quickly accepted as locals. I have been a part of the 
soup box derby, joined the kilt club, juggled fire at the Clin-
ton Halloween events, and even hid eggs for Easter. Thank 
you all for letting me a be a part of the Clinton community. It 
means a lot.

Mary Brown, Clinton
I am grateful living in Clinton because I was born and raised 
in this town. Most of my immediate family lives in Clinton 
and we remain very close because of that. I think the Clinton 
community is kind and if you need help in any way the resi-
dents are always willing to step up and help. This will forever 
be my hometown.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Irish? Wish you were? Just 
full of blarney? Join us 
every Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
for Whidbey Irish Wildlife 
Society’s get-together! We 
are a community organization 
made up of party-minded 
people looking to create mis-
chief and shenanigans. Next 
meeting is Feb. 22 at Wicked 
Teuton Brewery in Oak 
Harbor. Service members 
are ALWAYS welcome! We’d 
LOVE to hear your ideas and 
comments! Find us on Face-
book or email ohirishwild-
lifesociety@outlook.com.
Lions clubs are volunteers 
serving our community 
through various projects. 
Come and visit us at one of 
our meetings – both meet 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays. 
North Whidbey Lions meet at 
noon at the VFW Post, 3037 
Goldie Rd. in Oak  Harbor. 
Oak Harbor Lions meet at 7 
p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 155 
NE Ernst St. in Oak Harbor. 
LIONS motto is “WE SERVE.” 
This is an opportunity to help 
your neighbors and have fun 
doing it.
Think you may be pregnant? 
Stop by Whidbey Island 
Women’s Clinic for free preg-
nancy testing. We are also 
here to support our commu-
nity with diapers, formula, 
baby clothes, and more. All 
our services are free. Open 
Tue and Thu, 10am-4pm, and 
Wed, noon-7pm. Located at 
670 SE Midway Blvd in Oak 
Harbor.  
Be the difference in a 
child’s life and become a 
foster parent today! Service 
Alternatives is looking for 
caring, loving, and support-
ive families to support foster 
children. 425-923-0451 or 
mostermick@servalt-cfs.com

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Island Shakespeare Festival 
is seeking new members to 
join our board of directors. 
We’re looking for people 
who are passionate about 
high-quality live classical 
theater and can devote time 
and energy to support the 
work of Island Shakespeare 
Festival’s important cultural, 
social, and fiscal position on 
Whidbey Island. Our current 
needs include individuals 
with backgrounds in the 
following areas: human 
resources, donor relations, 
finance, as well as other 
skills related to overseeing a 
performing arts organization. 
Board members are asked to 
provide input and feedback 
to the Board and staff of ISF, 
attend one full board meet-
ing per month, serve actively 
on board committees, and 

attend activities and events 
sponsored by ISF. Women 
and persons of color strongly 
encouraged to apply. For 
more information, please 
contact jeff.natter@island-
shakespearefest.org.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Island County (BBBSIC) is ac-
tively seeking new member(s) 
for its board of directors. Join 
the board’s exciting array 
of professionals! BBBSIC is 
seeking individuals who are 
committed to defending 
the potential of youth in our 
community through their 
time, skill sets, and influence 
in the community. To com-
plement the existing board, 
candidates with expertise in 
accounting, law, nonprofit 
management, networking, or 
fundraising are of particular 
interest. Committed to di-
versifying its board to better 
represent our community, 
BBBSIC encourages BIPOC 
and LGBTQIA community 
members to inquire. Please 
contact admin@bbbsis-
landcounty.org for more 
information. 
The Island County Medical 
Reserve Corps (ICMRC) is a 
local network of volunteers 
organized to improve the 
health and safety of com-
munities on Whidbey and 
Camano Islands. Volunteers 
primarily include medical and 
public health professionals 
but other volunteers who 
have no healthcare back-
grounds are also utilized. 
MRC responds to local 
emergencies such as natural 
disasters and public health 
emergencies. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering please 
contact us at Island County 
MRC website for application 
and information.
If you are looking for a 
meaningful volunteer op-
portunity, look no further! 
When you volunteer at one of 
the Habitat for Humanity of 
Island County stores, you are 
helping local families attain 
decent, affordable housing. 
Income from the stores is 
vital to giving families a 
path to homeownership. 
We need people who can 
commit to help out in our 
Oak Harbor or Freeland store 
at least two-hours per week. 
Schedules are flexible. Our 
friendly volunteers provide 
customer service, help with 
receiving donated house-
hold items and furniture, 
and maintain the store. We 
also need drivers and driver 
helpers who will profession-
ally represent Habitat as they 
pick up donated items using 
our trucks. Please call either 
store for more information. 

Oak Harbor: 360-675-8733, 
Freeland: 360-331-6272.
College student? Student of 
history? History buff? Op-
portunities are available to 
spend constructive volunteer 
hours at the Pacific North-
west Naval Air Museum. 
Go to www.pnwnam.org 
and click on “Volunteer” or 
just stop by and introduce 
yourself.
Mother Mentors needs volun-
teers! Oak Harbor families 
with young children need 
your help! Volunteer just a 
couple of hours a week to 
make a difference in some-
one’s life! To volunteer or get 
more info, email wamother-
mentors@gmail.com or call 
360-321-1484. 

JOB MARKET
Whidbey Watershed Stew-
ards seeks an enthusiastic 
individual to serve as our ED-
UCATION COORDINATOR. 
The education coordinator 
leads the operation, develop-
ment and promotion of the 
environmental education pro-
gram for Whidbey Watershed 
Stewards. The education 
coordinator is responsible 
for creating and teaching a 
curriculum that is supportive 
of the mission, goals and 
objectives of Whidbey Water-
shed Stewards. 
Whidbey Watershed Stew-
ards is a nonprofit 501(c)3 
organization located on 
south Whidbey Island. We 
work with the Island County 
community to promote 
environmental steward-
ship, habitat enhancement, 
and natural science based 
environmental education for 
all ages. We seek to inform 
and engage people to be a 
catalyst for positive actions 
in order to ensure the vitality 
of our land, watersheds, and 
nearshore for the people and 
environment of Puget Sound. 
One of our primary activities 
is to provide spring and fall 
outdoor education sessions 

at the Rene Neff (a.k.a. Max-
welton) Outdoor Classroom 
to K-5 classes from the South 
Whidbey School District 
and other nearby schools. 
Lessons focus on hands-on, 
natural science activities 
and are taught by volunteer 
instructors and the education 
coordinator.  
The job type is part time/
seasonal based on the school 
year and three weeks of 
summer day camp. Approx-
imately 850 hours per year. 
Hourly rate is $22 to $25 
depending on applicant’s 
experience. 
Interested candidates should 
review the position’s job 
description on the WWS 
website: www.whidbeywa-
tersheds.org - and submit 
a resume, cover letter and 
three references to whid-
beywatersheds@gmail.com 
with subject line Education 
Coordinator Search.  Candi-
dates must also be able to 
pass a full police clearance 
with background check and 
provide proof of COVID 
vaccinations. For further 
information, please call Marie 
Bergstrom at 253-298-1362. 
The position will remain open 
until filled. It is anticipated 
the person selected will be-
gin work ASAP and prefera-
bly no later than March 1. (1)
Island Transit is Hiring! If you 
are looking for a solid career 
with great pay and benefits 
including two retirement 
plans, we are hiring. Visit 
www.islandtransit.org/em-
ployment to apply. Island 
Transit is a drug and alcohol 
free workplace and an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer.

ANIMALS/SUPPLIES
Good quality round bales for 
horses, $80; also feeder qual-
ity bales, $70. 360-321-16244
If you or someone you know 
needs help in feeding pet(s), 
WAIF Pet Food Banks may be 
able to help. Pet Food Banks 

are located at WAIF thrift 
stores in Oak Harbor (465 NE 
Midway Blvd) and Freeland 
(1660 Roberta Ave) and are 
generously stocked by dona-
tions from the community. If 
you need assistance, please 
stop by.

WANTED
WANTED: We buy running 
or not! We recycle cars, 
trucks, motorhomes, travel 
trailers, motorcycles, boats, 
tractors, dump trucks and 
much more. Free estimates 
on junk removal and junk 
vehicle removal. TJ’s Recy-
cling, 360-678-4363 
Art, Antiques & Collectibles. 
Cash paid for quality items. 
Call or text 360-661-7298
Always buying antiques, 
collectibles, sporting 
goods, tools, garden equip-

ment, furniture, vehicles, 
tractors and boats. Cash 
paid at loading out. 45 
years experience. 360-678-
5888 or text 360-969-1948.

FREE
Oak Entertainment Center, 
54” W., 43” H. TV opening 
25” H. 28” W., glass doors 
Exc. condition.  You load, I 
haul, within reason. Coupe-
ville. 360-929-6771.
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How’d you do?Puzzle 1 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.63)

2 3 4 8 6 7 1 5 9
5 6 9 3 1 4 8 7 2
7 8 1 2 9 5 3 6 4
8 2 7 5 4 1 6 9 3
4 1 5 9 3 6 7 2 8
3 9 6 7 2 8 5 4 1
6 5 3 4 8 2 9 1 7
9 7 2 1 5 3 4 8 6
1 4 8 6 7 9 2 3 5

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Thu Jan 26 20:00:02 2023 GMT. Enjoy!

No Cheating!

4 8 6 7 9

5 1 4

5 3

7 5 9

4 1 2 8

9 8 5

3 4

1 5 6

1 6 7 9 2

Puzzle 1 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.63)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Thu Jan 26 20:00:02 2023 GMT. Enjoy!

Every row of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 
9 in any order Every column of 9 numbers must include all 
digits 1 through 9 in any order Every 3 by 3 subsection of 
the 9 by 9 square must include all digits 1 through 9.

On a scale from 1 to 10...6.3

Answers below



$8995 $8995 $8995

$7995*
4 cyl

$8995*
6 cyl

$9995*
8 cyl

$11995

UP TO

 

Most cars up to 5 qts. 5W20, 5W30, 10W30.  Other grades extra. Some filters cost extra. 
Vehicles with Skid Plates may be extra. Plus $1 Environmental Disposal Fee. 

$5995
Full 

Synthetic

$4995
Includes 4X4 & SUV $1*

Per gallon
of Unleaded

Limited Time Only
*Ask for details

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
Flat Rate Auto Repair 

only $8995 per hour
always

FREE ESTIMATES!
At Hilltop Service Center we only repair 

and replace parts that are needed. 
We will not oversell or install unnecessary 

parts. We are highly trained brake 
technicians, not high pressure sales people.

NEED BRAKES?
WE CAN SAVE YOU UP TO $250 
ON BRAKE SERVICE 
VERSUS OUR 
COMPETITORS.
WARRANTIED 
AT 30K 
LOCATIONS 
NATIONWIDE.

Flushes Radiator, Engine Block, 
Heater Core & Hoses to -35o below.

Brake Flush $89.95, Clutch Flush $89.95, Power Steering 
Flush $89.95, Front Diff Flush $89.95, Rear Diff Flush $89.95. 

Transmission Flush $89.95, Transfer Case Flush $89.95, 
Final Drive Flush $89.95 Manual Transmission  Flush 89.95

HILLTOP AUTO SERVICE • 360-675-7011
826 S.E. MIDWAY BLVD • OAK HARBOR • SERVING WHIDBEY ISLAND SINCE 1957

GAINING TRACTION. EARNING TRUST. DELIVERING EXCELLENCE.

MAXIMUM OFF-ROAD 
TRACTION BUILT FOR THE 

TOUGHEST TERRAIN

ALL-TERRAIN, 
ALL-WEATHER RUGGED 

CAPABILITY

RUGGED CROSSOVER 
CAPABILITY ENGINEERED 

FOR ADVENTURE

RUGGED ALL-SEASON 
DURABILITY BUILT FOR 

TODAY’S PICKUP TRUCKS

PEAK PERFORMANCE 
INSPIRED BY 
ENTHUSIASTS

COMPETITION-PROVEN 
PERFORMANCE FOR 

ENTHUSIASTS

SUMMER ULTRA HIGH 
PERFORMANCE

WILDPEAK M/T WILDPEAK A/T3W WILDPEAK A/T TRAIL WILDPEAK H/TO2 AZENIS RT660 AZENIS RT615K+ AZENIS RFK510


