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• Carnival Opening Day! 

4pm - 10pm 
•  Carnival: 12pm - 10pm
•  Street Fair: 10Am - 6Pm 
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•  Car show: 12pm - 4pm
•  Live Music: 10am - 4pm

• Military Appreciation 
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• Street Fair: 12pm - 6pm
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• Live Music: 10am - 4pm

• Carnival: 4pm - 10pm
• Whidbey Wags Pet 
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        4pm - 6pm

Independence 
June 30 - July 4

5 FULL DAYS OF INDEPENDENCE DAY FESTIVITIES!
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• Carnival: 12pm - 10pm
• Independence Day 

Parade: 11am - 2pm
• Fireworks Show: 10pm 

2023 INDEPENDENCE DAY T-SHIRTS 
WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE 

OAK HARBOR CHAMBER INFORMATION 
BOOTH 

June 29 through July 5, 2023
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Maribeth Crandell retires  p. 10

JEWELRY 
REPAIR

Come in today 
to work with Linds’ 

highly quali�ed goldsmiths 
regarding your jewelry 

repair needs.

Pat and Carrie 
are here to help you.

1609 E. Main St • Freeland • 360-221-6111
www.lindswhidbeyisland.com
Monday-Saturday 10-6, Closed Sunday

By Kathy Reed Whidbey Weekly

If you’re not seeing stars and stripes yet, you 
will be soon, along with fireworks, parades, a 
street fair and much more.

The Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce has a 
huge Independence Day celebration planned 
this year, beginning with the return of a carni-
val, starting Friday at 4 p.m. off Bayshore Drive 
in downtown Oak Harbor. 

“We are more than excited to bring back the 
long-awaited carnival so our community can 
come together and have fun this Indepen-
dence Day,” said Magi Aguilar, executive direc-
tor of the Oak Harbor Chamber. “Over the years, 
the Independence Day Carnival has become 
one of Oak Harbor’s most popular annual 
events for all ages, so I want to personally thank 
our community for participating in the ‘bring 
the carnival back to Oak Harbor’ petition cam-
paign. When I started the petition, I wasn’t sure 
how well it would do, but as signatures grew 
overnight, I knew I was going to work diligently 
day and night to make sure we secured the 
carnival!”

Pre-sale wristbands will be on sale for the 
carnival through 5 p.m. today (Thursday) and 
are available at the Chamber of Commerce, as 
well as Popsies, Whidbey Island Bank, Pamela’s 
Legacy, and Toppins.

“We encourage people to get discounted 
wristbands ahead of time to save money,” said 
Aguilar. “Wristbands are $35 for one session, or 
there is a Mega Super Saver Bundle for $150 for 
five wristbands (a savings of $25).”

The carnival will open at 4 p.m. Friday and 
Monday, at noon Saturday and Tuesday and at 
1 p.m. Sunday. The carnival closes each night 
at 10 p.m.

There will be plenty of other activities to enjoy 
over the long holiday weekend, including the 
Walk of Honor car show on SE Pioneer Way 
from Midway Blvd. to SE Pasak Street from noon 
to 4 p.m. Saturday. There will also be a street 
fair along Pioneer Way Saturday and Sunday 
featuring arts and crafts booths, food trucks and 
a beer garden.

“The Street Fair is a highlight of the celebration 
with over 70 booths to visit – Pioneer Way busi-
nesses will be joining us for the first time on the 

street, side by side with community informa-
tional booths, shopping booths, and 20 food 
options,” said Cheryl Grehan, the chamber’s 
new events and logistics manager. “Live music 
and a beer garden are the cherries on top.”

“This year, I felt it was important to give our 
downtown merchants an opportunity to be 
a part of the festivities all weekend,” added 
Aguilar. “Oak Harbor Main Street Association’s 
Executive Director, Margaret Livermore, and I 
personally visited the downtown businesses 
and invited them to be part of the Indepen-
dence Day festival by setting up a booth in 
front of their business. We’re happy most busi-
nesses accepted the invitation and will have an 
opportunity to engage and nurture genuine 
connections with the community and tourists 
throughout the weekend.”

Hours for the street fair and beer garden are 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and from noon 
to 6 p.m. Sunday. The beer garden will be at the 
soon-to-open Kraken’s Cove restaurant, located 
at 940 SE Pioneer Way.

The fun continues Monday, with a new addition 

Maxwelton 4th of July Parade
The tradition continues on South Whidbey, as the community gathers Tuesday for the 
106th Maxwelton 4th of July Parade.

Registration for the parade is free and will begin at 10:30 a.m. at the corner of Swede 
Hill and Maxwelton Roads. Participants are welcome to enter with floats or as individ-
uals/groups. 

The parade starts at noon and will begin with an honor guard and this year’s grand 
marshals, longtime parade organizers B.J. and Dave Hoogerwerf. 

At Dave Mackie Park following the parade, there will be a flag raising ceremony 
and Danny Ward will sing the National Anthem. Afternoon activities in the park will 
include an egg toss competition, sack races and other classic field games for the 
whole family, according to a press release. 

Food, T-shirts and commemorative buttons will be available for purchase before and 
after the parade.

The Maxwelton 4th of July Parade is put on by community volunteers and sponsors 
and is organized by the nonprofit Maxwelton Community Club. Sponsors are wel-
come and all donations are tax deductible. Find more information at Maxwelton.org 
or find them on Facebook.

File Photo 
The 106th Maxwelton 4th of July Parade will begin at noon Tuesday. Registration is free and starts at 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday morning at the corner of Swede Hill and Maxwelton Roads. The parade will make 
its way to Dave Mackie Park, where there will be games, food and fun for all ages. 

Carnival, fireworks, pets headline  
4th of July celebration

File Photo 
The Oak Harbor Chamber of Commerce 

is pleased to bring its annual 4th of July 
celebration to town this weekend, com-

plete with its traditional parade, food and 
merchandise vendors, and a carnival.

See INDEPENDENCE continued on page 10
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12:50am E Whidbey Ave.
Reporting male is in middle of the road. 
Another caller advising male jumped in 
front of reporting party in his car.

7:00am NW Heller St.
Raccoon “made a bad life choice.”

9:20pm SR 20
Reporting naked man, wearing a blanket, 
is walking northbound on the sidewalk on 
the southbound side of road carrying two 
bags with him as well.

Monday, June 12
2:31pm NE Ernst St.
Advising subject put cameras up to sur-
veillance him coming and going from his 
apartment.

5:58pm N Oak Harbor St.
Female laying face down and male next to 
her across from bike shop on Oak Harbor 
Road. Male is staring at female. Has been 
10 min of this. Female still face down.

TUESDAY, JUNE 13
7:02am SE 8th Ave.
Female at  corner harassing vehicles and 
people are trying to get to the school. 
Parent told reporting party she had a 
water gun.

9:32am SW 4th Ave.
Neighbor’s chickens and cats run around 
at large.

11:32am SW 8th Ave.
Caller states male threw a knife in report-
ing party’s yard, now is whacking bushes in 
the alley behind location. Caller has asked 
him to stop. Would like him to leave. Has a 
hatchet to whack bushes.

5:48pm SE Barrington Dr.
Reporting party yelling into phone that 
this area is the biggest meth users and  we 
aren’t from the Netherlands. Also com-
plaining about Okanogan County and 
Skagit County.

6:06pm SE Barrington Dr.
Caller recalling stating he didn’t mean 
to yell he was just overwhelmed. States 
he doesn’t need to say who he is. States 
the problem is the meth heads. And in all 
the businesses he goes to there are meth 
heads in the stores.

FRIDAY, JUNE 9
12:45am, N Oak Harbor St.
Reporting party advising is filling out 
statement for another case; requesting an 
on-duty officer to bring her a statement 
confirmation form; ran out of room on the 
original form given. 

12:06pm NE Easy St.
Reporting two days ago, male walked 
across reporting party’s property and 
dropped something. Now advising 
approximately five minutes ago, white 
utility van pulled into reporting party’s 
driveway, male got out and looked in area 
where the item was dropped.

2:53pm SW 6th Ave.
Reporting party advising she was told to 
call ICOM because an emotional support 
dog from a student tried to attack the 
school nurse’s support dog and a student 
was scratched in the middle of the conflict.

4:40pm SW Mulberry Pl.
Requesting call about personal informa-
tion he gave to a person. Advising he gave 
passport ID and drivers license.

5:31pm NE 7th Ave.
Reporting party advising her boyfriend 
took her car and bought wheels and tires 
with reporting party’s credit card. Report-
ing party says her boyfriend has taken her 
car without permission and doesn’t want 
to give her boyfriend’s car back until her 
boyfriend gives her own car back.

SATURDAY, JUNE 10
1:17am SR 20
Cashier threw reporting party’s stuff at her, 
threw it on the ground.

11:56am SE Barrington Dr.
Caller states found bow and arrows and 
two swords next to the dumpster in the 
back. Swords are next to dumpster, bow 
and arrows are in dumpster.

7:25pm SE Pioneer Way
The “Queen” attempted to get in kitchen 
of China Harbor. States is trespassed.

10:24pm W Whidbey Ave.
Male ran by, broke her tail light.

SUNDAY, JUNE 11
12:29am SR 20
Male is running in road on Whidbey. Heavy 
set male - belligerent and throwing things.

Seriously, we do not make this stuff up!
Island 911

Report provided by OHPD & Island County Sheriff’s Dept.

WhidbeyCamanoIslands.com/transformational-travel

Register today
It's easy, just scan this code or visit

Free In-Person 
Regenerative  
Tourism Workshops
The Transformational Travel Council and Embrace 
Whidbey & Camano Islands are hosting in-person 
workshops on leading regenerative projects and groups.

Led by Jake Haupert, CEO of the Transformational  
Travel Council 

Prior to the July 13 workshop, Embrace Whidbey and 
Camano Islands Tourism Committee will be meeting at  
11 AM, where Jake Haupert will be speaking, you are welcome 
to attend, followed by lunch from 12 Noon to 1 PM. Please 
RSVP to Vicki Graham at Wolfpack600@yahoo.com if you 
will be attending lunch

Camano Island

July 12

12 noon – 3 pm 

Kristoferson Farm 

(Lunch included  

with registration)

Whidbey Island

July 13  

1pm – 4pm 

Clinton  
Community Hall 

(Please RSVP separately for lunch)
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BitsBits  & Pieces

Possible New Baby in L Pod

The Center for Whale Research has 
received photos showing what appears to 
be a new calf in L pod. Monika Wieland-
Shields, at the Orca Behavior Institute, 
alerted the Center for Whale Research 
to a Facebook post by Howie Tom show-
ing a calf with members of the L77 matri-
line June 19, off Tofino, British Columbia. 
This new calf appears to be over three 
weeks old and would be the first new 
calf in L pod since L125 was born in 2021. 
CWR researchers will need to conduct 
on-the-water encounters with this group to 
determine who the calf’s mother is, assess 
its health, and assign it an alpha-numeric 
designation. 

[Submitted by Center for Whale Research]

Island County Adopts Long-Planned 
Equity Statement
In a vote lauded for its significance in the 
history and future of Island County, the 
board of county commissioners unani-
mously adopted a long-discussed equity 
statement Tuesday.

“This is a significant moment in Island 
County where we are about to discuss and 
propose an equity statement for our whole 
county,” Commission Chair Janet St. Clair 
said. “We are really excited to have this 
moment.”

Leading up to the vote, each of the 
commissioners shared their reasons for 
supporting the measure, which was writ-
ten and presented to the board by Island 
County Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Manager Kenesha Lewin.

Declaring her strong support for the 
resolution, Commissioner Jill Johnson 
described a recent event that helped 
shape her perspective about the impor-
tance of equity and inclusion, one she 
noted was “weighing heavily on my heart.”

“This is not a ‘woke’ movement,” she said. 
“This is an intentional decision to behave 
better than we have in the past, and 
acknowledge who we still are today, so we 
can do better. I like that, so I’m going to 
be in support.”

Commissioner Melanie Bacon said she 
found it “particularly significant” the board 
of commissioners was adopting the equity 
statement this week, partly because, 
during this past weekend, Whidbey Island 
residents celebrated Pride in Coupeville 
and Juneteenth in Oak Harbor.

“This is very timely to be doing this today 
and I’m grateful this was brought to us 
today,” Bacon said.

Bacon read the equity statement into the 
record, including the following sections: 
“Island County is committed to develop-
ing, nurturing and sustaining an equita-
ble workplace where everyone can thrive. 
We continue to build an organization that 
values, supports and embraces diversity, 

while simultaneously fostering an inclusive 
and welcoming workforce and community.

“We recognize that structural and systemic 
forms of oppression have and continue to 
reinforce harmful practices in our society. 
As we seek to acknowledge and disman-
tle these practices, we pledge to amplify 
the voices and provide opportunities to 
under-represented communities and those 
who were historically excluded by remov-
ing barriers that result from racial, gender 
and identity inequity, and social injustice.

“Our goal is for every employee and 
community member to feel they can thrive, 
are welcome, and belong. We strive to 
remove barriers and address the root 
causes of inequities. We focus on creat-
ing an inclusive environment by listen-
ing and engaging with our employees and 
diverse communities. We work to ensure 
that equity is a cornerstone of our policies, 
procedures, and practices. Island County’s 
commitment to equity, diversity, and inclu-
sion is unwavering.”

Addressing her colleagues and staff follow-
ing the approval of the resolution, St. 
Clair said, “Congratulations, this is a big 
moment.”

For more information, contact Island 
County Administrator Michael Jones at 
360-240-5575.

[Submitted by Keven Graves, Island 
County Communications Manager]

An Island Adventure, a Scenic Ride 
and a PIE

 
Riders participate in the Sea, Trees & Pie Bike Ride near Ebey’s 
Landing on Whidbey Island. 

Buckle your chin strap and get ready to 
enjoy wonderful scenery, nature and deli-
cious pie. Registration for the 8th annual 
Whidbey Camano Land Trust’s Sea, Trees 
and Pie Bike Ride is underway.

The summer bike ride is a non-competi-
tive event for riders of all ages and abili-
ties. Join the Whidbey Camano Land Trust 
for the in-person ride July 8 or participate 
in the virtual ride on your own schedule 
anytime through Sept. 4. Both options still 
gets you a pie.

Those interested in participating in the 
in-person, kick-off ride must register by 
July 1 to reserve your pie, otherwise you’ll 
be issued a voucher to collect your pie 
from 3 Sisters Market at another time. 
Day-of registrations will be permitted with 
credit card only.

Riders may choose from 5, 10 or 20-mile 
loop routes going through beautiful Ebey’s 
Landing National Historical Reserve. The 
five-mile loop has fairly-level terrain and is 
designed for both beginning and young 
bike riders.

The start and finish line for all routes is 
at the Fort Casey State Park birding plat-
form across from Crockett Lake – look for 
the Whidbey Camano Land Trust sign. A 
Discover Pass is required to park there. 
After you register, you’ll receive an email 
with more details and information. 

The bike ride goes past dozens of prop-
erties permanently protected by the Land 
Trust. Whidbey’s largest wetland system, 
Crockett Lake, is a prominent natural 
feature along all three routes. You’ll also 
see Admiralty Inlet, the Olympic Moun-
tains (if the sun is out), fertile farm fields, 
splendid views and so much more.

As you cycle, soak in the natural beauty of 

Whidbey Island while supporting the Land 
Trust’s conservation work. The cost is $30 
for a single rider and $45 for families. Chil-
dren 16 and under are free. All riders must 
wear helmets.

Learn more and register at www.wclt.org/
get-involved/bikeride/.

[Submitted by Haley Viers, Whidbey 
Camano Land Trust]

WhidbeyHealth Launches Urology 
Care with Dr. Campbell Bryson
Whidbey Island Public Hospital District 
(WhidbeyHealth), announces the addition 
of urology care to the services available 
to Island County residents. Urology care is 
available in Coupeville as of June 26.

WhidbeyHealth is excited for the addi-
tion of urology care services to serve the 
residents and visitors of Whidbey Island 
and to announce Campbell Bryson, MD, 
FRCSC, will be leading the practice. Bryson 
received his doctorate from Cornell Univer-
sity and completed his residency at Yale, 
along with his research being featured at 
national and international medical confer-
ences. He will see patients from the Surgi-
cal and Orthopedic Care office located on 
South Main Street in Coupeville.

“For many on Whidbey Island, special-
ized health care needs often necessi-
tate extended travel times to Seattle, 
Bellingham or other facilities along the 
I-5 corridor,” reflects Dr. Garth Miller, 
chief operating officer. “Urological care 
becomes an increasingly important 
component of personal wellness as we 
age gracefully, making it ever so impactful 
that we can bring this service to our rural 
community.”

WhidbeyHealth believes everyone on 
Whidbey Island deserves local access to 
high  quality healthcare. WhidbeyHealth 
provides progressive, patient centric 
healthcare, a safety net when emergen-
cies happen, and peace of mind know-
ing its team is standing by to respond to 
the needs of Whidbey Island residents and 
visitors. WhidbeyHealth is comprised of 
the Medical Center in Coupeville, and 10 
outpatient clinics across Whidbey Island.

[Submitted by Conor O’Brien, Whidbey-
Health]

Whidbey Island Center for the Arts 
Presents Award-Winning Actress 
Sharon Lawrence In “The Shot”
The Shot is a work of fiction drawn from the 
story of former Washington Post publisher 
Katharine Graham, and the part of her life 
that is hard to look at and understand.

Whidbey Island Center for the Arts is 
pleased to welcome to its main stage 
award-winning actress Sharon Lawrence 
in a production of The Shot. The Ameri-
can born actress has starred on both stage 
and screen for the past 25 years. Her tele-
vision work includes multiple Emmy Award 
nominations and a SAG Award for her role 
as Sylvia Costas in the ABC drama series 
NYPD Blue. 

The Shot, written by Robin Gerber and 
directed by Michelle Joyner, stars Sharon 
Lawrence as The Washington Post’s former 
publisher, Katharine Graham. The fictional 
work looks at Graham’s life, including her 
experiences of domestic abuse at the 
hands of her husband, who inherited the 
newspaper from Graham’s father. Kather-
ine Graham went on to become a political 
force, winning a Pulitzer Prize for revealing 
the Pentagon Papers, uncovering Nixon’s 
abuse of power and crimes in the Water-
gate scandal, as well as becoming the first 
female CEO of a Fortune 500 company. 

“The Shot is a story for this moment,” says 
Gerber, a lawyer who previously worked 
in politics in Washington, D.C. and brings 
that to bear in her writing.“ I hope it 
empowers women who suffer intimate 

partner violence, and gives the rest of us a 
window into an abused woman’s soul.” 

Gerber’s play premiered at Great 
Barrington Public Theater in Massachu-
setts and was part of the 2022 United Solo 
Festival in New York City, where it won the 
Audience Choice Award. 

The Shot: Friday, July 7, 7:30pm; Satur-
day, July 8, 7:30pm; Sunday, July 9, 2:00pm. 
There will be audience talkbacks after each 
performance.

Tickets are available online at www.wicaon-
line.org or by phone at 360-221-8268.

[Submitted by Whidbey Island Center for 
the Arts]

State Transportation Commission 
Issues Proposal for Ferry Fare 
Changes
The public can comment on proposed 
fare increases through July 30

The Washington State Transportation 
Commission has released its proposal to 
increase ferry fares over the next two years 
to meet revenue requirements set by the 
legislature. Ferry riders and members of 
the public are invited to weigh in and can 
submit their comments through July 30.

The proposed fare changes are informed 
by significant public input gathered 
through recent community meetings 
hosted by Washington State Ferries and 
an online survey hosted by the commis-
sion. The proposed fare increase must 
raise $418.6 million in operating reve-
nue between July 1, 2023, and June 30, 
2025, as required in the recently enacted 
two-year transportation budget for ferry 
operations.

The commission’s proposal is based upon 
a recommendation from WSF leader-
ship and supported by the Ferry Advisory 
Committee on Tariff.

The fare proposal would:

Raise passenger and vehicle fares by 4.25 
percent Oct. 1, and again Oct. 1, 2024.

Increase the current discount for multi-
use passes (available to passengers, vehi-
cles and motorcycles) by one percent. 
This increase discount will sunset Sept. 30, 
2025.

Comments about the commission’s ferry 
fare proposal can be made through Friday, 
July 30, by email to transc@wstc.wa.gov or 
by visiting the Washington State Transpor-
tation Commission’s feedback page.

The commission will hold its final hear-
ing on this issue at 9:00am Monday, Aug. 
10, at the Puget Sound Regional Coun-
cil’s Board Room, 1011 Western Ave., Suite 
500, Seattle. The commission is expected 
to vote on the final fare proposal at this 
hearing. Public comment will be accepted 
at the hearing, and virtual attendance will 
be available. To learn more about the ferry 
fare-setting process, visit the commission’s 
website at wstc.wa.gov.

[Submitted by Reema Griffith, WSTC Exec-
utive Director]

Larsen Announces Winner of 2023 
Congressional Art Competition

Rep. Rick Larsen (WA-02) announced 
Mattie Jones, a rising junior at Oak Harbor 
High School, as the second district winner 
of the 2023 Congressional Art Competition 
with her piece, “Lost in Creativity.” 

“The Congressional Art Competition 
continues to be an opportunity to recog-
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nize and encourage artistic talent in the 
second district and across the country,” 
said Larsen. “Congratulations to Mattie 
Jones for winning this year’s competi-
tion with her outstanding piece, ‘Lost in 
Creativity,’ and to all the talented second 
district artists for submitting their artwork.”

Jones acknowledged art’s importance to 
her and expressed gratitude for the teach-
ers who have encouraged her love of art.

“I find art to be a creative outlet for me 
to get lost in. I love being able to see a 
project develop over time with layers of 
brush strokes, pencil markings and color I 
add to it. I think it is so cool that creative 
processes in art can capture the essence 
and likeness of a person or object, these 
kinds of elements to pieces are so inter-
esting as they invoke interest and emotion 
among my art.

“I am greatly thankful for my teachers who 
have helped me develop my skills and 
encouraged me throughout the years I’ve 
been doing art. Their encouragement has 
helped me get into new mediums, such 
as paints, that I would have never tried if I 
wasn’t pushed to attempt them.”

Kit Christopherson, Jones’s art teacher at 
Oak Harbor High School, congratulated 
Jones for winning this year’s competition.

“Mattie Jones has found a balance in 
creating work that is confident in brush-
stroke and humanizing in subject, both 
energetic and thoughtful—a balance many 
painters spend a lifetime chasing. To me, 
her piece represents that spark of creative 
drive that we all start with but can some-
times lose. Arts education is the balance 
of creating space for that spark and it has 
been an absolute blessing this year to 
watch a hard and independent worker like 
Mattie progress and succeed.”

This year, Larsen’s office received 15 eligi-
ble artwork submissions from across the 
second district. In addition to Larsen, 
Raedle Alburn, art education director at 
the Schack Art Center; Mira Kamada, a 

local fine artist and designer; Therese 
Kingsbury, president of Sculpture North-
west; and Diane Martindale, former pres-
ident of the San Juan Islands Museum of 
Art, judged the pieces on their creativity, 
the execution of the artist’s skill, and the 
way each piece tells a story or provokes a 
reaction.

Last year, Kamiak High School senior Toko 
Kameda won the competition with her 
piece, “Double-layered.” Since 1982, the 
Congressional Art Competition has cele-
brated the artistic achievements of high 
school students across the United States. 
For more information about the annual 
Congressional Art Competition, visit www.
congressionalinstitute.org/congressio-
nal-art-competition/.

[Submitted by Joseph Tutino, Rep. Rick 
Larsen’s Office]

Deer Lagoon Grange Celebrated 
National Grange Month in April with 
Month Long Festivities 

Deer Lagoon Grange kicked off National 
Grange Month with an open house April 
1. The open house invited the public to 
come to a luncheon and learn about the 
grange. There were also awards given for 
citizen of the year and law enforcement 
officer of the year. 

The citizen of the year award recognizes an 
individual for their service to the commu-
nity. This year, Deer Lagoon Grange 

of Island County

OAK HARBOR • 290 SE Pioneer Way • 360.675.8733
OPEN: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm

store@islandcountyhabitat.com

FREELAND • 1592 Main Street • 360.331.6272
OPEN: Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm

southstore@islandcountyhabitat.com

We offer a variety of new and used products.  Find your next treasure with us today!

www.islandcountyhabitat.org

Habitat For Humanity 
Of Island County

25% OFF
35% OFF

50% OFF
65% OFF

No compound discounts allowed

NEW DISCOUNT PROGRAM! FIND THE COLOR DOTS & SAVE!

Gene Kelly Barner
Financial Advisor

144 N E Ernst St Suite C
Oak Harbor, WA 98277-5905
360-675-8239

 
 

 

  

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Happy 4th of July!
Join in celebrating the freedom 
of our Nation on this special day.

BITS & PIECES ConTInuEd on PagE 6
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MEET THE CANDIDATES!

CITY OF OAK HARBOR,  MAYOR
Craig Nurvic
Nick Green
Ronnie White
Shane Ho�mire 

CITY OF OAK HARBOR, COUNCILMEMBER
POSITION 2
Andy Plumlee
Patrick “Pat” Harman
Chris Wiegenstein

POSITION 4
Wismine D’Avilar
John Chaszar
Barbara Armes

There isn’t a more important election 
than the one closest to home!

Please join us for a candidate forum 
moderated by Allen McPheeters

Thursday, July 13th • 6pm
Best Western Plus • 33175 State Route 20

OAK HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT #201, 
DIRECTOR, POSITION 5
Sharon Jensen
Aisha Mayfield
William “Will” Smith   

Do you have questions you would like to ask the candidates?  
Submit your questions to

 RepublicanWomenofNorthWhidbey@gmail.com

Sponsored by The Republican 
Women of North Whidbey and 
The Voter Interests Project. 

There isn’t a more important election 
than the one closest to home!

Please join us for a candidate forum 
moderated by Allen McPheeters

Thursday, July 13th • 6pm
Best Western Plus • 33175 State Route 20

Do you have questions you would like to ask the candidates?  
Submit your questions to

 RepublicanWomenofNorthWhidbey@gmail.com

Student? Artist? Get

10% OFF**
Gene’s already low prices!

Valid Military ID will always save

15% OFF*
Custom framing

Most items up to

40% OFF
Suggested retail price every day
Including a huge selection of fine art brushes, 
professional artist watercolor, oil paint & gouache

*For Veterans, Active Duty & Retired Military.

**On non-
sale items.

GENE’S ART & FRAME
SINCE 1967

Whidbey’s Largest Selection of Fine Art Supplies

360-675-3854 • 250 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor
9:30-6 Monday-Friday, 10-5:30 Saturday

www.genesartframing.com

BITS ‘n’ PIECES ConTInuEd from PagE 5

honored Ken Stange. Mr Stange owns 
Bailey’s Corner, an institution on the south 
end of the island. Since December 2021, 
Stange has been donating earnings from 
Trivia Night Fund Raiser Events for Whid-
bey charities. Thus far, the quiz nights have 
raised $13,701 and donations have been 
provided to Good Cheer, Rotary Club, 
Helping Hand, and Friends of Friends, 
to name a few. Mr. Stange also supports 
local musicians with a great venue for live 
events. A big thanks to Ken Stange and 
Bailey’s Corner for creating a fun way to 
support our community.

Deer Lagoon Grange also recognized 
Sheriff Deputy Lane Campbell as law 
enforcement officer of the year. Campbell 
has served with the Island County Sher-
iff’s office for 32 years. Today’s law enforce-
ment officers have many legal elements 
to navigate. They must keep themselves 
and the public safe and that is a big chal-
lenge we face across the country. Camp-
bell believes in being an agent for positive 
change with a commitment to uphold the 
Constitution of the United States. Camp-
bell has served as guild union president, 
mentors recent academy recruits as field 

training officer; is a SWAT team leader; 
and the only officer certified in Island 
County for collision reconstruction and 
fatality accidents. Deer Lagoon Grange 
wholeheartedly thanks him for his years of 
service in our community.

Deer Lagoon Grange also partners with 
Project Dictionary to encourage reading 
and literacy in our schools. Through the 
Words for Thirds program, Deer Lagoon 
Grange distributed 400 dictionaries during 
the months of April and May to third 
and fourth graders attending public and 
private schools.

And to wrap up the celebrations, Deer 
Lagoon Grange held their 2nd annual 
spring fling tea party fundraiser. The hall 
was decorated with 12 tables, each table 
individually themed and designed by 
their host. Eighty attendees were treated 
to a delicious high tea experience. Deer 
Lagoon Grange was honored to donate 25 
percent of the proceeds raised to Mother 
Mentors. The balance of the funds raised 
will be used to continue renovating and 
updating the hall.

[Submitted by Margaret King, Deer 
Lagoon Grange]

By David Adams, Freeland Concerned Citizens

When is Enough, Enough?
When the Low Income Housing Institute (LIHI) of Seattle purchased the Harbor 
Inn Motel in Freeland more than a year and a half ago, a lot of promises were 
made. Unfortunately, very few of them have been kept.

After months and months of delays, mounting questions with no answers, and 
no homeless being served, the question must be asked of the Island County 
Commissioners who support this disappointment, “when is enough, enough?”

To date, LIHI has not:

• Solved the problems associated with the motel’s septic system, which 
failed twice this month.

• Abated the asbestos problems LIHI themselves identified.

• Installed water meters for each room prior to occupancy, as required by 
the Freeland Water District.

• Obtained the required permits to complete the necessary renovations 
for occupancy.

LIHI has often said they want to be good neighbors but have held only two 
public meetings in 18 months to address the concerns of the community. The 
last meeting with LIHI was a complete disaster. The staff was ill-prepared, gave 
empty answers, and failed to address the issues citizens brought before them. 
Clearly, the local residents were not happy with this response and handed LIHI 
their “you know what.”

Commissioner Bacon said she wrote a lengthy letter to LIHI expressing her 
dismay at their performance, and said not to have any additional meetings 
until they have answers. It has been more than six months since that meeting, 
and one would think they would have some answers to share by now. Appar-
ently not!

Commissioner Bacon recently admitted the commission denied LIHI’s request 
for more public money for this project. She said the reason was LIHI’s failure 
to complete any part of the Harbor Inn project. The commissioners apparently 
have their own serious doubts about this project and have little faith in its 
successful completion.

The brief history of LIHI in Freeland is one of complete failure. So, when is 
enough, enough?

When confronted with these facts during their June 13 meeting, Commis-
sioner Bacon suggested a letter be sent to LIHI requesting information about 
completion schedules. To her credit, Commissioner Johnson said such a letter 
should be discussed at their next work session after the county health depart-
ment provides a detailed report about the viability of the inn’s septic system. 
Maybe now, the truth will come out!

The contract between LIHI and Island County states that if LIHI is unable to 
complete the project, they are to return the $1.5 million grant money back to 
the county. It’s been about a year and a half with no progress.

Given the nearly insurmountable problems and no end in sight for completing 
this project, the county commissioners must accept the obvious and cancel 
the contract with LIHI.

They must answer the question, “When is Enough, Enough?”

GUEST COLUMNGUEST COLUMN
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WHIDBEY WAGs
PET PARADE

Oak Harbor Chamber
FIRST ANNUAL

J U LY  3 ,  2 0 2 3
R E G I S T R AT I O N  AT  3 : 3 0
TIME: 4PM - 6PM 
LOCATION: STARTS AT 
WINDJAMMER, 
THROUGH BAYSHORE DR, AND
ENDS FLINSTONE PARK.

Come watch Whidbey Island’s cutest pets show off their 
paw-some Independence Day swag in Oak Harbor’s first 
annual Whidbey Wags Pet Parade.

PET FESTIVAL
PET PARADE @ 4
COOLING POOLS 
GAMES 
MOST PATRIOTIC 
PET CONTEST

Scan Here!  or visit oakharborchamber.com/whidbey-wags/ 

to register your pet

Sponsored By 

BIGGEST
& BEST 
IN OUR
WORLD!WE

SERVE!

360-678-4105
www.CoupevilleLions.org
360-678-4105
www.CoupevilleLions.org

Coupeville
Elementary School
S. Main St & Hwy 20

Coupeville
Elementary School
S. Main St & Hwy 20

BIGGEST
& BEST 
IN OUR
WORLD!WE

SERVE!

Saturday, July 1, 9am-4pm
Sunday, July 2, 9am-12pm

Preview: Friday, June 30, 3-6pm

Saturday, July 1, 9am-4pm
Sunday, July 2, 9am-12pm

Preview: Friday, June 30, 3-6pm

40th ANNUAL

Coupeville Lions Club 

GARAGE SALE

44th ANNUAL

Coupeville Lions Club

GARAGE SALE

FURNITURE • POWER TOOLS

BIKES • MOWERS

PLANTS • PATIO

APPLIANCES • ELECTRONICS

KITCHEN • BOOKS

SPORTING GOODS

HARDWARE

TOYS AND MORE!!!

FURNITURE • POWER TOOLS

BIKES • MOWERS

PLANTS • PATIO

APPLIANCES • ELECTRONICS

KITCHEN • BOOKS

SPORTING GOODS

HARDWARE

TOYS AND MORE!!!

Coupeville Lions Club Garage Sale
Preview: Friday, June 30, 3:00-6:00pm

Saturday, July 1, 9:00am-4:00pm

Sunday, July 2, 9:00am-12:00pm 
Coupeville Elementary School

The biggest and best garage sale in our 
world! Furniture, tools, appliances and 
much more! Sunday is half price day. For 
more information, call 360-678-4105 or visit 
www.coupevillelions.org.

Strawberry Social
Saturday, July 1, 10:00am-2:00pm

Coupeville United Methodist Church

Strawberry waffle, shortcake or sundae. 
Beverage included. Takeout available. 
$10 whole order, $6 half order. Proceeds 
support mission work. The church is 
located at 608 N Main St.

Live Music: Four
Friday July 7, 7:00-9:00pm 
Penn Cove Taproom, Coupeville 

FOUR is a Whidbey Island combo who 
brings the music you like to listen and 
dance to... From low down blues and 
bossa novas to uptown boogie and swing 
dance tunes. Always a crowd pleaser! For 
more information, call 360-682-5747 or visit 
www.penncovebrewing.com.

South Whidbey Pride Parade and 
Celebration 
Saturday, July 8, 12:00-3:00pm 
South Whidbey Community Center, Langley

Come celebrate equity and inclusion 
and show your support for the LGBTQ+ 
community! This year’s parade will begin 
and end at the South Whidbey Commu-
nity Center, where you’ll find speakers, 
food, music, and booths with information 
and giveaways. To register to participate or 
volunteer, visit bit.ly/2023langleypride.

Live Music: ROSSaCONN
Saturday, July 8, 7:00-9:00pm 
Penn Cove Taproom, Freeland

ROSSaCONN is an eclectic mix of dance-
able but tight sound and arrangements, 
blending funk, African, reggae rock and 
life influences. They’re keeping it fun 
and letting the music be the guide. Band 
members are: Stephan Ross, bass, Eric 
Conn, guitar, and Rachman Ross, drums. 
For more information, call 360-682-5747 or 
visit www.penncovebrewing.com.

Bayview Corner Summer Street Dance
Wednesday, July 12, 6:00-8:00pm

Bayview Cash Store, Langley

Rubatano Marimba offers heart-warm-
ing and dance-inducing Zimbabwean 
style marimba. Tanya Boyd, Paul Hayes, 
Kerry Holland, Dana Moffett, Micah 
Petrich, Leslie Breeden, Diana Cham-
rad, Dyanne Harshman, Warner Scheyer 
and Tillie Scruton will be joined by special 
guest musicians from Zimbabwe. Rain or 
shine! Beer, wine and soft drinks are avail-
able for purchase, and picnic dinners are 
welcome. For more information, contact 
Sami Postma at sami@goosefoot.org or 
360-321-4246.

Upcoming Sno-Isle Library Events
See schedule below
Cost: Free

Native American Stories from 
Various First Nation Cultures
Thursday, June 29, 3:00pm

Oak Harbor Library

Retired professor and Vietnam veteran 
Louis LaBombard has been telling Native 
American stories all over Whidbey Island 
for over 30 years, and all over the world 
for over 60. Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) on 
his father’s side and Dutch on his mother’s, 
LaBombard has taught anthropology and 

What’s Going On
social sciences at several colleges, includ-
ing the Whidbey Campus of Skagit Valley 
College and Diné College in Tsaile, Ariz.

Religious Services
Unity of Whidbey
Sundays, 10:00am

5671 Crawford Road, Langley 

If you’re one of the “spiritual but not reli-
gious” people who question their child-
hood faith or are looking for something 
more, Unity of Whidbey may feel like a 
homecoming. Unityofwhidbey.org even 
offers a Zoom link for attending online.

First Church of Christ, Scientist
Worship, 10:00am

Sunday School to age 20, 10:00am

Wednesday Testimony Meeting, 2:30pm

Christian Science Reading Room
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  
11:00am-2:00pm

The church and Reading Room are located 
at 721 SW 20th Court at Scenic Heights 
Street, Oak Harbor. Call 360-675-0621 or 
visit cs-oh-wa.com for more information. 
Services and Sunday School are also held at 
10:30am on South Whidbey at 15910 High-
way 525, just north of Bayview and across 
from Useless Bay Road; testimony meetings 
are held the first Wednesday of each month 
at 7:30pm.

Galleries & Art Shows
Willows Orchard Art Show 
Saturday, July 8, 11:00am-4:00pm

Sunday, July 9, 11:00am-4:00pm

1306 Willow Pond Lane, Coupeville

Free to attend. Open to the public, family 
friendly with plenty of parking. Stunning 
outdoor setting for attendees to enjoy 
the art, views, and gardens. These artists 
will showcase and sell their beautiful work 
across a variety of art mediums includ-
ing paintings, woodwork, sculpture, metal, 
glass, jewelry, etc. Details and list of amaz-
ing artists: https://willowsorchard.com/
art-show.

Meetings & Organizations 
Al-Anon 
Every Wednesday, 9:30-10:30am

Online

If a friend or relative has a problem with 
alcohol, you can find solutions for your-
self at Alanon. For more information, visit 
https://wa-al-anon.org.

Al-Anon Group
Every Tuesday, 5:30-6:30pm

Oak Harbor Lutheran Church 
1253 NW 2nd Ave.

Are you troubled by someone’s drinking? 
Al-Anon group can help. Call Randy at 
360-914-8084 for meeting information.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Numerous locations 

Fo a list of local meetings visit www.
district46aawa.org or call 888-360-1564 for 
more information.

Blind Support Group
Fourth Tuesday, 2:00pm

Oak Harbor Senior Center

A support group for people with impaired 
vision. Learn and share techniques to be 
more mobile. For more information, call 
Paul Bovey at 360-544-2561 or 360-679-
8293.

Conversations of War and Return
First & Third Fridays, 7:00-8:30pm

Trinity Lutheran Church, Old Building, 
Freeland

Veterans Steve Durbin and Chuck McIn-
tyre host a room of conversations for veter-
ans, family members and caregivers. They 

WHaT'S goIng on ConTInuEd on PagE 8
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FULL MENU & DAILY SPECIALS
360-682-6119 

Tues-Sat 8am to 8pm 
Sunday 8am to 3pm

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL 
DAY AT NOE JOSE CAFE! 

830 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor
360-682-5675

www.garryoakgallery.com

SINCE
2008

Whidbey Island Co-op Gallery

July
Featured

Art
from
the 

Garry 
Oak

Society

830 SE Pioneer Way
Suite 107
Oak Harbor
360-679-3700
Hours: 
Wed-Sat 11-5:30
Expires July 29, 2023

20% OFF NEXT PURCHASE OF ALL STERLING JEWELRY*
RINGS, EARRINGS, PENDANTS & BRACELETS

T H E  C A S U A L  H O U S E

F A S H I O N
S L E E P W E A R

S H O E S
G I F T S

690 SE Pioneer Way
360.675.2541

Starting July 1st-4th 
Storewide 20% off 
excluding $18.00 

and under.
Hours will be 

Saturday the 1st 10:00-5:30
Sunday the 2nd 12-4        
Monday the 3rd 11-4    
Tuesday the 4th 11-4   

WALK • SHOP • DINE • LOCAL

Buskers
on the 

CORNER

FridayS 5:30PM-6:30PM

LIVE MUSIC
WITH LOCAL
MUSICIANS

at the pop up plaza stage
pioneer way and dock street

historic downtown oak harbor

sponsored 
by

JULY
7/7 Bruce Gallagher
7/14 Doug Roraback
7/21 Harbor Lights
7/28 Kevin Fristad

AUGUST
8/4 Fiddle Chix
8/11 Walk the Line
8/18 The Singer Tina
8/25 David Madeiros

THIS FRIDAY, JUNE 30 ~ SELENA MAC

FULL SERVICE 
GRAPHIC DESIGN

& PRINTING!
Whidbey Weekly is now 

your source for:
PRINTING • COPYING
LAMINATING • LOGOS

BUSINESS CARDS
BROCHURES & MUCH MORE!

1131 SE Ely St • 360-682-2341
www.whidbeyweekly.com

By The Harbor Market
VINTAGE • ANTIQUES • PRIMITIVES

ART • GREAT JUNQUE & MORE
SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, 2023 . 10AM-4PM
PIONEER WAY, DOWNTOWN OAK HARBOR

For more information contact
Margaret: director@oakharbormainstreet.com

Dina: dinasgreatfinds@gmail.com Dina’s
GREAT FINDS

WHaT’S goIng on ConTInuEd from PagE 7

need to hear your stories. Contact Chuck 
at 360-579-1059 or Steve at 360-678-2928. 

Divorce Care and DC4kids 
Every Sunday, 5:00pm

Living Word Church, Oak Harbor

A support group for people dealing with 
separation and divorce. For more infor-
mation, call Larry at 360-969-0552 or Lisa 
- DC4kids at 360-672-4239. Living Word 
Church is located at 490 NW Crosby Ave.

Gam-Anon Meetings 
Every Tuesday, 6:30pm

Mount Vernon Senior Center 
1401 Cleveland St. 

For the spouses and loved ones of a 
compulsive gambler.

Gamblers Anonymous 
Every Tuesday, 6:30pm

The Senior Center, Mount Vernon

All are welcome. The Senior Center is 
located at 1401 Cleveland Ave. For further 
information, please call Washington State 
Gamblers Anonymous at 1-800-222-5542.

National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) Whidbey Island 
Third Wednesday, 7:00pm-8:30pm

Trinity Lutheran Church, Freeland

NAMI is the largest grassroots organization 
dedicated to making life better for people 
with a mental illness and their friends and 
loved ones. The group is nonreligious 
but meets at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
18341 State Route 525. It isn’t necessary 

to preregister. Please call 206-669-9338 or 
509-429-8796 for more information. 

NAR-ANON 
Every Wednesday, 6:00-7:00pm

Langley United Methodist Church

NAR-ANON family groups are world-
wide for those affected by someone else’s 
addiction. The church is located at 301 
Anthes Ave.

Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
Second Mondays, 6:30-8:00pm

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Whid-
bey Island, Freeland

For more information and support contact: 
WhidbeyPFLAG@gmail.com; Chapter 
President, Sharon Kabler at 360-222-4028; 

or Chapter Secretary, Erick Westphal at 
360-331-3393.

Parent Support for Miscarriage and 
Stillbirth
Last Wednesday, 7:00pm

Freeland Library, Meeting Room, Freeland

For details, call Jolene at 360-331-2113.

Parkinson’s Support Group
Every Tuesday, 10:00am

Virtual Meeting

Third Tuesday, 10:00am

Island Senior Resources, 14594 SR 525, Langley

No one need struggle with Parkinson’s 
alone. Gain new friends, get the facts. Call 
360-321-1600 or 360-678-3373. Contact 
mel@islandseniorservices.org to receive 
Zoom information to join the group.
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Whidbey Island Crafter’s  

Market & Studios 

Monthly classes & guest vendor opportuni es. 
Ar  Studios & Retail Spaces available to rent. 

Find us at 720 SE Pioneer Way, Suite 2 
Local Ar ts, One-of-a-Kind Art 

Gi  & Home Décor 
 
 

710 SE Fidalgo Ave #102 • 360-240-8888

Our tea bar features 
100+ varieties of
loose leaf teas.
We also have 

fresh, nutritious 
sandwiches 
available for 

take-out, dine-in 
or delivery.

6 Classes For $50!

Summer yoga classes!

729 SE Fidalgo Ave
360-675-7008
SUMMER HOURS 

MON-THUR 11AM-5PM
FRI-SAT 11AM-5PM
SUNDAY-11AM-3PM

WHIDBEY ISLAND APPAREL. 
STICKERS. PATCHES. 
JEWELRY. SOAPS. 
CANDLES.

WHIDBEY ISLAND APPAREL. 
STICKERS. PATCHES. 
JEWELRY. SOAPS. 
CANDLES.

SATURDAY, JULY 1
10:30-11:30AM THE PATRIOTS
NOON-1PM JAKOB PAGE
1:30-2:30PM KICK BRASS
3:00- 4PM DANIKA KLOEWER

SUNDAY, JULY 2
10:30-11:30AM VIOLA
NOON- 1PM BRUCE GALLAGHER
1:30-2:30PM WALK THE LINE
3-4PM RAIN DAVIDSON

SATURDAY, JULY 1
10:30-11:30AM THE PATRIOTS
NOON-1PM JAKOB PAGE
1:30-2:30PM KICK BRASS
3:00- 4PM DANIKA KLOEWER

SUNDAY, JULY 2
10:30-11:30AM VIOLA
NOON- 1PM BRUCE GALLAGHER
1:30-2:30PM WALK THE LINE
3-4PM RAIN DAVIDSON

INDEPENDENCE
WEEKEND

MUSIC LINE UP
AT THE POP UP PLAZA 

AT PIONEER WAY 
& DOCK STREET

INDEPENDENCE
WEEKEND

MUSIC LINE UP
AT THE POP UP PLAZA 

AT PIONEER WAY 
& DOCK STREET

A
Vintage
Affair
ANTIQUES
CLOTHING
VINTAGE

720 SE Pioneer Way
Suite 1

WALK • SHOP • DINE • LOCAL

PAINT YOUR OWN 
POTTERY STUDIO

ART SUPPLIES
GIFT ITEMS

860 Pioneer Way #102
360-679-4115

WALK INS
WELCOME!

Purple Moon
Home Decor • Gifts
Candles • Jewelry
Crystals • Rocks
Fossils • Shells

800 SE Pioneer Way #103 • 360-679-2167

PASS - Post Abortion Stress Syndrome
Wednesday or Thursday, 10:00am-4:00pm

Are you suffering from PASS–Post Abortion 
Stress Syndrome? Many women suffer from 
depression, flashbacks, suicidal thoughts, 
relational dysfunction, and more after 
an abortion. We offer free lay counsel-
ing, help with healing and restoration. Call 
Wednesday or Thursday for an appoint-
ment, 10:00amto 4:00pm, 360-221-2909.

South Whidbey Alzheimer’s Care-
giver Support Group
Second Tuesday, 10:00am-12:00pm

South Whidbey Senior Center, Langley 

Expanded quarterly workshops TBA. The 
Caregiver Support Group, sponsored by the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Western and Central 

Washington Chapter, provides emotional, 
educational, and social support for caregiv-
ers of those suffering from memory loss – in 
a confidential setting. For questions or addi-
tional information, contact Mel Watson at 
360-321-1623 or mel@islandseniorservices.org.

TOPS® (Take Off Pounds Sensibly®) 
Every Thursday, 9:30am

Family Bible Church, Oak Harbor

TOPS® is the short name for TOPS Club, 
Inc., the original nonprofit, noncommer-
cial network of weight-loss support groups. 
TOPS® offers tools and programs for 
healthy living and weight management, 
with exceptional group fellowship and 
recognition. For more information, call 
308-646-0422.

Van Rides to the Seattle VA 
Tuesdays and Thursdays

Call to sign up or for additional informa-
tion. Spouses and caregivers can ride with 
the veteran. Eligibility for VA healthcare is 
a benefit to many veterans. Professional 
counseling services are confidential and 
available at no cost. Call 360-221-0746. If 
you have questions about the WVRC and 
services available, call 360-331-8081 or 
email at WhidbeyVRC@gamil.com or send 
a request and get information from the 
website: www.WhidbeyVRC.org. 

Weekly Veteran Support Groups
Women Veterans and Spouses
Mondays, 5:00-6:00pm

Mixed group, Veterans
Tuesdays, 5:00–6:00pm

Whidbey Veterans Resource Center, Free-
land

Join anytime. If you have questions about 
the WVRC and services available, call 
360-331-8081 or email at WhidbeyVRC@
gmail.com or send a request and get infor-
mation from the website: www.Whid-
beyVRC.org. 
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a ceremonial fly over by Naval Air Station Whidbey Island. It will 
start at Midway Blvd. and SE Pioneer Way and then wind its way 
down Bayshore Drive to City Beach Street and back onto SE Pio-
neer Way. The grand marshal for this year’s parade is Oak Harbor 
Mayor, Bob Severns. 

Because people like to stake out fireworks-viewing spots at Wind-
jammer Park early, there will be additional fun and games in the 
park – literally. On Our Own Arts will coordinate the games.

Finally, the grand finale fireworks show will light up the skies 
above Windjammer Park starting around 10 p.m. Tuesday. There 
is a firework fallout zone that will be cordoned off for safety, and 
people are asked to avoid that area.

Overall, Aguilar said she knows the community will enjoy this 
year’s Independence Day celebration, in part because of its long 
tradition and history in Oak Harbor.

“I feel our community enjoys Independence Day because it’s an 
event where they can come together and share their memories 
and stories,” she said. “It was important for us to re-create these 
events by securing a carnival and planning fun things through-
out the long weekend for people of all ages.”

“The Independence Day Celebration has something for everyone, 
from the carnival and games in the park to a beer garden and car 
show,” Grehan encouraged. “It is a great opportunity to be out 
and about in the community, meet up with friends and make 
new ones. Come on out and enjoy an old-fashioned 4th of July.”

More information is available at oakharborchamber.com.  

INDEPENDENCE continued from page 2

By Kathy Reed Whidbey Weekly

Throughout a professional lifetime there can 
be many stops along the way, many different 
career paths to explore. Occasionally, people 
will travel multiple paths at the same time as 
they journey to a desired destination.

For Island Transit’s Mobility Specialist, Maribeth 
Crandell, exploring new and better ways to 
help people get to their destination has been 
the focus of her job the past five years. But now, 
Crandell is looking at an unexplored path ahead 
of her – retirement. 

She said it’s not a matter of what she will do 
when she retires, but what she will do first.

“There’s the domestic stuff,” she wrote to Whid-
bey Weekly via email. “I have a barn, a garage 
and closets to clean out. That will take a few 
years. And the yard work! Mowing, gardening, 
weeding! I keep telling myself, ‘I like yard work.’ 
And soon, it won’t all have to get done on a 
Saturday!

“There are the hobbies,” she continued. “I’ve 
written a couple of books. After hiking it in 
2006, I wrote Flip Flop on the Appalachian Trail. 
More recently I wrote Hiking Close to Home, on 
Whidbey, Fidalgo and Guemes Islands with Jack 
Hartt, after he retired as manager of Deception 
Pass State Park. We have a website where we 
post a Hike of the Week. We’ve done this for 
about five years so there’s at least one for each 
of the 72 hikes in the book.” (www.hikingclose-
tohome.weebly.com)

Crandell said there could be another book in 
her future – and traveling, too.

“I have another book idea that’s been percolat-
ing since 2020,” she said. “When I was able to 
work from home instead of walking to the bus 

each morning, I’d go birdwatching. My mind 
exploded with all the migrating birds I saw. 
That inspired a book idea and makes me want 
to travel to see more birds. 

“Which brings us to traveling,” Crandell contin-
ued. “My favorite vacation in the last 10 years 
was a bike trip from Pittsburgh to Harpers Ferry, 
W.Va. It was five days of biking through historic 
sites and natural areas separated from traffic 
on the GAP and the C&O Canal. Since then, 
I’ve done other bike trips and want to do more 
here, and in other countries, too.”

Crandell, who spent the first half of her career 
as a naturalist and guide in parks and wilder-
ness areas, didn’t hike the Appalachian Trail 
until she was in her 40s. Then she decided it 
was time to get a job with benefits to help her 
prepare for retirement. She spent five years 
working as an environmental educator for the 
City of Oak Harbor, and another five years work-
ing at the Island County Environmental Health 
Department. She said she commuted by bus 
the whole time.  So perhaps her route to her 
job at Island Transit was serendipity. 

“I saw this position at Island Transit,” Crandell 
described. “The job title, Mobility Specialist, 
meant little to me, but the description was 
about outreach and education. They already 
had someone who offered one-on-one travel 
training for people with mobility challenges. So, 
I took another tack.  

“As an educator, I saw the bus as a classroom 
on wheels,” she continued. “I know we have 
a lot of seniors in Island County. I wanted our 
seniors to consider the safe, free, accessible 
Island Transit bus as an alternative to driving 
as they got older. But if seniors haven’t used 
public transit before, how could I entice them 

onboard? My dear old dad didn’t use public 
transit, but he’d go on bus tours with the senior 
center. So, I started offering monthly ‘Ride with 
a Guide’ bus tours on our regularly scheduled 
buses. I’ve led tours to libraries and bookstores, 
coffee shops, parks, wineries, thrift shops, festi-
vals, and parades.” 

Rider safety has been another priority for Cran-
dell over the past few years. She created the 
“Be Safe, Be Seen,” campaign, which distributes 
reflective vests, wristbands and flashlights to 
riders who have to wait for buses in the dark. 
Crandell estimates Island Transit has given away 
thousands of vests – a program she hopes will 
continue after her retirement.

Co-workers at Island Transit said they will miss 
Crandell’s creativity and passion.

“Maribeth does a great job engaging people 
in discussion and seamlessly teaches people 
about bus services and safety,” said Selene 
Muldowney-Stratton, marketing and commu-
nications officer for Island Transit. “Her monthly 
bus tours are booked – they are a great way 
to engage people and demystify taking the 
bus. The tours involve transferring from bus to 
bus, learning how to read the schedules, and 
knowing how to ask for help when needed. 
She is often called to assist a new or potential 
rider in learning how to catch the bus safely. 
Her focus on safety has really made an impact 
on how people better understand their role in 
being seen while walking on the dark sidewalks 
(sometimes no sidewalk is available) and when 
they are crossing the road or waiting for a bus.”

Crandell has also been writing the “Why I Ride” 
and “Your Island Transit” columns – which have 
been published in Whidbey Weekly – for the last 
three years, according to Muldowney-Stratton. 

As Crandell now looks forward to traveling a 
new path, she said she is pleased with the job 
she has done at Island Transit and is hopeful 
she’s made a lasting impact for riders.

“Our Paratransit coordinator, Dee Wells, said 
she’d like to see seats at every bus stop for 
people who are marginally mobile,” Crandell 
described. “More of her clients would use the 
fixed route buses if they didn’t have to stand 
to wait. So, I’ve worked on multiple grants to 
fund bus stop seats and our crew have installed 
them where they’re most needed. My parting 
gift to our bus riders are these 40 new blue bus 
stop seats. It’s been my pleasure to work on 
behalf of our bus riders, with our wonderful bus 
drivers and with the staff here at Island Transit.” 

Maribeth Crandell reflects on her route to retirement

Photo Courtesy of Maribeth Crandell 
Island Transit Mobility Specialist, Maribeth Crandell, creator of programs like 
“Ride with a Guide,” “Transit Trivia” and “Be Safe, Be Seen,” is retiring. Her 
last day with the transit company is July 4.

File Photo 
A 4th of July celebration just wouldn’t be complete without a fireworks show, and there will be a big one 
starting around 10 p.m. Tuesday evening in Windjammer Park in Oak Harbor.

to the Independence Day festivities – the Whidbey Wags Pet 
Parade and Fair.

“We have a large population of pet owners on Whidbey, so I 
really wanted to create a fun event to cater to our four-legged 
family members,” said Aguilar.  “The response we have received 
from our community isn’t surprising. Our community loves their 
pets!”

Only 100 dog and cat entries are being offered this year, so Agu-
ilar encourages pet owners to sign up online at oakharborcham-
ber.com/whidbey-wags.

“We are encouraging pet owners to dress up their pet(s) in red, 
white, and blue and enter the ‘most patriotic contest.’ Dr. Eric 
Anderson, owner of Best Friends Veterinary Center, and Laura 
Thompson, owner of Posh Puppies, will be judging the pets in 
two categories: most original and most creative. Each registered 
pet will receive a s’wag’ bag with goodies from sponsors and 
community businesses. They will also receive a customized pet 
bandana.”

The pet parade starts at the west side kitchen in Windjammer 
Park and will end at Flintstone Park. Aguilar said presenting spon-
sor, Whidbey Coffee, will host a hydration station for pets and 
humans following Whidbey Wags, with doggie splash pools, pet 
games, treats, a professional pet photographer and more. The 
parade begins at 4 p.m. Monday and festivities will end at 6 p.m.  

That, of course, brings us to the big event – the 4th of July. 

The traditional parade will begin at 11 a.m. Tuesday, following 

ALREADY OWN A DUCTLESS
HEAT PUMP?

Your local experts on ductless heating and cooling

360.321.4252
Islandheatpumps.com



THANK YOU FOR READING WHIDBEY WEEKLY |  REDUCE ➡ REUSE ➡ RECYCLE

11JUNE 29 - JULY 5, 2023
LOCALLY OWNED LOCALLY OPERATED
www.whidbeyweekly.com WeeklyWhidbey

Recipe of  
the Week

The Fourth of July may not be governed by official rules mandating celebrants attend a 
backyard barbecue before being awed by a nighttime fireworks display, but each of those 
things features prominently in many Independence Day celebrations. Fireworks are best 
left to the professionals, but anyone can master the art of grilling delicious burgers and hot 
dogs.

Traditional burgers are made with ground beef. However, curious grillmasters can explore 
the many ways to experiment with burgers without sacrificing flavor. This recipe for “Ven-
ison Burgers” from “Texas Favorites,” (Gibbs Smith) by Jon Bonnell, utilizes venison and 
pork in lieu of beef. The result is a mouthwatering burger worthy of inclusion in any Fourth 
of July festivities.

Venison Burgers (Serves 8)
2 pounds venison meat

1⁄2 pound pork shoulder

1⁄2 pound slab bacon

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce

1⁄2 teaspoon onion powder

Pinch of cayenne pepper

1⁄2 teaspoon garlic powder

2 tablespoons Dijon mustard

2 teaspoons hot sauce

1 teaspoon kosher salt

1⁄2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

Optional toppings:  
Bacon, Cheddar cheese, Guacamole

Clean the venison well and remove any fat or connective tissue. Cut the venison, pork 
shoulder and bacon into large chunks. Combine all ingredients together in a large mixing 
bowl and let marinate for 1 hour in the refrigerator. Grind everything together using the 
small plate on your grinder. Form into burger patties by hand, and grill or pan-sear. Cook to 
medium (135 F internal temperature), then remove from the grill and top with your favorite 
cheese or burger toppings.

A SPECIAL TWIST ON A SPECIAL TWIST ON 
A CLASSIC FOR JULY A CLASSIC FOR JULY 
FOURTH BARBECUESFOURTH BARBECUES

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
This week you are surrounded by a 
heightened sense of romance. It could be 
from reading a favorite book or watching 
a beloved movie, Aries. Use it to spice up 
your love life.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, something you desperately need 
seems to be missing from your life right 
now. It’s more than a misplaced item. Focus 
your attention this week on figuring out 
what it is.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Try not to listen to any gossip this week, 
Gemini. It will only frustrate you and could 
put you further out of sorts. Avoid people 
who love to talk about others for the time 
being. 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22
Is there a luxury you have been craving 
lately, Cancer? You could be very tempted 
to give in and make a purchase this week, 
even if your finances may not be on solid 
ground. Be careful.  

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, your emotions will be all over the place 
the next couple of days. This turmoil may 
compromise your usual objectivity as well 
as your good sense. Try to talk your feelings 
through.  

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Virgo, your imagination knows no bounds 
this week. If you’re ready to delve into a 
creative project, do so now when you have 
a lot of ideas and outside inspiration.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
You could have doubts about a friend you 
thought was close to you. Has this person 
promised to do you a favor and didn’t 
deliver, Libra? Be patient before you draw 
conclusions.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Feelings of confusion may get in the way 
of your ability to make sound decisions this 
week, Scorpio. You might need to lighten 
your load, since you often take on too 
much.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Sagittarius, do not get into an argument 
with someone who has a different opinion 
from your own. Ask to get more informa-
tion about why he or she sees things in a 
particular way. 

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
A bothersome feeling may persist for much 
of the week, Capricorn. It’s almost as if 
you’ve forgotten to do something but do 
not know what. All will be revealed in due 
time.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Aquarius, be prepared to be a listening ear 
to a friend or loved one who needs to work 
through a few issues. You are able to give 
trusted advice in this matter.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Listen carefully and take notes when 
someone at work provides directions for 
an upcoming task, Pisces. You don’t want 
to make any mistakes as it could delay the 
project.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPES
Now Showing!Now Showing!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
Thurs., June 29-Thurs. July 6 *

FIREWORKS JULY 4TH - RESERVE NOW!
INDIANA JONES AND THE 
DIAL OF DESTINY (PG-13)

THE FLASH(PG-13)

Box O�ce Opens At 4pm, 1st Movie Starts At Dusk (Approx 9:25pm)
11 & OVER $6.50*; KIDS 5-10 $1.00*; 4 & UNDER FREE *CASH PRICES
GO KARTS OPEN MON-FRI 4PM TO DUSK, SAT & SUN NOON-DUSK
1403 N MONROE LANDING RD • OAK HARBOR 
360-675-5667 • www.bluefoxdrivein.com

*FIREWORKS ON JULY 4TH! RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

SPECIALS: $4.50 BBQ BEEF BRISKET SANDWICH 

Win Cash & Prizes!

Visit
www.OnOurOwnArts.com 

For two new contests:
Best Creation | Cyber Hunt

1321 SW BARLOW ST • OAK HARBOR
Movie Hotline 360-279-2226

Book A Party or Special Showing 360-279-0526
Book online: oakharborcinemas.com 

MOVIE SHOWTIMES 6/30 thru 7/06/23
INDIANA JONES AND THE 
DIAL OF DESTINY (PG-13)

Friday – Thursday: 1:30pm, 4:30pm & 7:30pm

TRANSFORMERS: 
RISE OF THE BEAST (PG)

Friday – Thursday: 1:45pm, 4:45pm & 7:45pm

ELEMENTAL (PG)
Friday – Thursday: 2:00pm, 5:00pm & 8:00pm

Coming Soon:  “MISSION IMPOSSIBLE” 
 “BARBIE” & “JOY RIDE”
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1131 SE Ely Street • Oak Harbor 
360-682-2341

www.whidbeyweekly.com

We can help  
you with  
your copying  
services!

• Up to 12” x 18” in-house
• Color and Black & White
• Prices starting at 8¢ a copy

Folding, stapling and laminating also available.

Soothe AwaySoothe Away

Made with the finest salts from 
around the world: French Grey  

Sea Salt from Guerande region of 
France, Himalayan Pink Bath Salt, 

Hawaiian Lava Salt, Red and Black 
Dead Sea Salt, plus 2000 mg. of 

Hemp oil extract (THC free) per 4 oz.

Handcrafted in small batches to ensure the highest quality of 
ingredients are in every package here on Whidbey Island!

SOOTHE AWAY YOUR ACHES, PAINS, STRESS AND ANXIETY

     Premium All Natural Bath Salts

INGREDIENTS: 
French Grey Bath Salt, Pacific Bath Salt, Himalayan Salt,  

Red Salt, Black Salt, MSM, Hemp Oil Extract, Essential Oils

12 oz. Bag  |  6,000 mg. Hemp Oil Extract
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Life
Tributes

Marcia Ann Stillwell
Marcia Ann Stillwell, born June 16, 1942 in Sidney, Ohio, passed 
away May 25, 2023 in Oak Harbor. She was a much loved wife, 
mother, sister, grandmother, great grandmother, teacher, world 
traveler, and lover of flower gardens.

She is survived by her loving husband of 58 years, Rex Still-
well; two children, Annette Kay Stillwell Ennis of Oak Harbor, 
and Shannon Colleen Temple of San Antonio, Texas; sister 
Sara Jo Johnson and brother John Ross Whited, both of Cali-
fornia; two grandchildren; three step-grandchildren; and four 
great-step-grandchildren.

Born in Sidney, Ohio in 1942 to Sarah and John Whited, and the fourth of five children, 
Marcia moved with her family to Hermosa Beach, Calif., in 1956, where she met her 
life-long best friend and future husband, Rex Stillwell. They attended Mira Costa High 
School in Manhattan Beach and dated until graduation, when Rex enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy and Marcia went on to become one of the few women in the business depart-
ment at what was then Pepperdine College. There she graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science degree and she later earned a teaching certificate from Long Beach State.

August 15, 1964, Marcia married Rex Stillwell, who had separated from the military, and 
they resided in St. Charles, Mo., Manhattan Beach, Calif., and Waverly, Ill., and started 
their family of two girls.

In 1974, Rex rejoined the U.S. Navy in and Marcia began her adventure as a navy wife. 
The military took them to Yokohama, Japan in 1974, where she taught English to Japa-
nese nursing students and learned the art of Japanese flower arranging/Ikebana. 
Rota, Spain, became her home in 1978 where she started teaching in the Department 
of Defense (DOD) School System, taught night classes for the University of Chicago, 
dabbled in English-style horseback riding, and experimented with square dancing. In 
1982, orders took them to Yokosuka, Japan, where she continued working in the DOD 
system, at Nile C. Kinnick High School.

After many adventures abroad in Japan, China, Hong Kong, Spain, Portugal, and Great 
Britain, Marcia and the family returned to the U.S. in 1986 and made their home on 
beautiful Whidbey Island. She taught at Oak Harbor High School and then worked 
briefly for Chapman University before settling into retirement as a full-time wife, 
gardener, and active church member in the early 2000s.

Marcia is remembered as a tomboy by her brother and as having the most beauti-
ful smile by her sister. A gracious and kind host, her home was always filled with plants 
and flowers, and she made a mean batch of oatmeal squares. Marcia’s family will cele-
brate her life privately and thanks friends and family for your prayers and well wishes.

Anne Gordon
Anne Gordon died peacefully June 9, 2023, at the age of 86 in 
Oak Harbor, Wash. Anne was born in Lithuania and moved to 
Philadelphia with her family when she was 12. She attended 
schools in Philadelphia and later married Robert Gordon. Robert 
joined the military and together they traveled throughout the 
country, ending up in Oak Harbor. Anne was a beloved mother, 
sister and grandmother to many. Anne is survived by her 
children, Joe, Rita, Dana, Maria and Mark, and their families. 
Anne was preceded in death by her parents, Ursule and 
Robertas, her brother, Bronius, and her husband, Robert. 

Anne was a lovely, friendly person who lived and participated in the Oak Harbor and 
St. Augustine Catholic Church communities for many years. She enjoyed reading, 
doing puzzles, knitting, eating out at favorite restaurants, and spending time with her 
family and friends.

Anne will be deeply missed by all of her family and friends. May she rest in peace.

Charles Duane Picken
Charles Duane Picken was born May 5, 1979, in Monroe, Wash., 
to his parents, Charles Orville Picken and Judith Alma Malme.

At the age of 4, Charles and his family moved to Everett, Wash. 
In his early years he was coddled and spoiled by his older sisters 
then he was joined at the hip to his older brother, Kenny, for the 
rest of his life. He loved playing baseball and camping.

Charles was a jack of all trades. He was a skilled and excellent 
carpenter/builder who genuinely loved what he did. He was 
forever proud and excited to pass on his knowledge and skills, 
especially to his nephew Karl. Chuck owned his own business for 

several years, Picken Floating Floor Systems, and enjoyed traveling for work.

Charles was married twice. He met his second wife and the mother of his only child at 
the Buzz Inn across from his family home in North Everett, in 1988, at the age of 29. His 
daughter, Katie, was born in 1990. In 2001, he moved to Whidbey Island to be close to 
her. They spent the older portion of her life as best friends.

Charles is preceded in death by his two black cats, Little Foot and Lucky. He is survived 
by his three remaining siblings, Kenny, Toni and Patti; his grandkids, Brody, Kahlan, 
Zephyr, and Oliver Register. He will be greatly missed by the many lives he touched, 
including his best friend Debbie, his sister-in-law Pam, and his many nieces and neph-

ews who all loved him and were loved by him very, very much.

A memorial service/Celebration of Life was held Monday, June 12, at his favorite camp-
ground at Mt. Baker, where he took his family every year.

Charles was a kind thoughtful man with a heart of pure gold. His family was the most 
important thing to him in the entire world. He loved to take adventures and see the 
world, taking every moment as it came, especially with his best friend. He traveled to 
almost every state in the U.S. and loved to drive. His best friend, Debbie, lit him up 
like no one else could. His time with his brother, daughter and grandchildren was what 
he most enjoyed. The birth of his grandson, Oliver, was a pivotal moment in his life in 
2020. In his last years he built a beautiful garden for his daughter, complete with a kids 
clubhouse. His ashes will be separated to all the people who loved him most, along 
with being spread on our garden and his favorite camping spots.

Charles was a blessing to all who knew him. He was kind to a fault, sharing all he had 
with everyone who needed it. He will be sorely missed by all who were blessed enough 
to know him and will hold a place in our hearts forever.

In lieu of flowers, please direct any kindness/help to the GoFundMe account created 
to help with his final expenses.

Thank you to all who send positive vibes, love, donations, and prayers.

John D VanNieuwenhuise
John was born Feb. 26, 1944 at the family home in Oak Harbor, 
Wash. He grew up in Oak Harbor and graduated from Oak 
Harbor High School in 1962.

After graduation, he married his sweetheart and joined the ASA 
division of the U.S. Army. He attended basic training at Fort Ord, 
Calif., and his first duty station was at Fort Devens, Mass., near 
Boston. He was then sent overseas to Sinop, Turkey and Pesha-
war, Pakistan for one year. After returning to the United States, 
he was sent to Fort Campbell, Ky., for a brief time. From there, 
he was stationed at Two Rock Ranch Station near Petaluma, 

Calif. There he spent the rest of his military life. 

After retiring from the service, he went to work for the 3M Corp. in San Francisco, Calif. 
In 1970, he moved his family back to Oak Harbor, where he went to work for Bledsoe 
TV, which was a very small repair shop. With John’s help, it  built up into a much larger 
sales and repair shop. During that period, he sold the majority of the TVs on the Island. 
After the owner passed away, his wife gave John half ownership of the business. The 
business was sold within a few years. John then went to work for the Aritron Ratings 
Corp. in Calif. After a couple of years, he moved his family to central Florida, where we 
spent six years, and moved back to the Island in 2002.

In 2004, he retired completely and enjoyed taking trips to Yellowstone National Park 
and Nevada. The last few years, he loved driving around the island looking for deer 
and eagles. 

He is preceded in death by his youngest son, John Kenneth (Feb. 16, 1966 – March 18, 
2022), his father, Harry, mother, Viola Ammondson, and sisters, JoAnn Murcray, Janice 
Traylor and Lorraine Weatherby. He is survived by his wife, Martha Juanita, son, Darryl 
VanNieuwenhuise, daughter, Beverly VanNieuwenhuise, five grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

He will forever be in our hearts and will be dearly missed.

Family and friends are encouraged to share memories and condolences at www.whid-
beymemorial.com.

Life Tributes can now be found  
online at www.whidbeyweekly.com

Now the Lord is the Spirit, 
and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.  
 2 Corinthians 3:17

A PRAYER BY GEORGE WASHINGTON
Almighty God: We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States 
in Thy holy protection; that thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate 
a spirit of subordination and obedience to government, and entertain a broth-
erly affection and love for one another and for their fellow-citizens of the United 
States at large. And finally that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose 
us all to do justice, to love mercy and to demean ourselves with that charity, 
humility and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics of the Divine 
Author of our blessed religion without a humble imitation of whose example in 
these things we can never hope to be a happy nation. Grant our supplication, we 
beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

* This prayer is used regularly at “The President’s Chapel” of the George Washington Uni-
versity, and voices the aspirations of the University for the fulfillment of civic duties and the 
promotion of national welfare.

’’Pams  Prayer  CornerPams Prayer Corner
In honor of my late mother-in-law,  

Pamela Kaye Young, this column is a place where  
believers can share their prayer requests for others to help lift them up in faith. The 
prayers can be for you, a family member, or anything weighing on your soul. Email 

info@whidbeyweekly.com or call 360-682-2341 to share your prayer requests. 
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8 3 4 1

4 1 7 2

6 8

7 9 5

6 1 9 4

2 8 7

7 6

3 7 4 2

5 3 1 7

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.48)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Fri Jun 23 21:06:24 2023 GMT. Enjoy!

Every row of 9 numbers 
must include all digits  
1 through 9 in any order
Every column of 9 numbers 
must include all digits 1 
through 9 in any order
Every 3 by 3 subsection 
of the 9 by 9 square must 
include all digits 1 through 9

On a scale from 1 to 10...4.8

Answers on page 15

CLUES ACROSS
1. Excited movements

8. Soap opera actress 
Patsy

13. Unknowing

14. Dangerous mos-
quitos

15. Exaggerated and 
sensationalized

19. Military policeman

20. Touch softly

21. Wrap

22. A story of one’s life

23. Midway between 
east and southeast

24. Toward the mouth 
or oral region

25. A list of dishes 
available at a 
restaurant

26. Changes the 
meaning of

30. Semitic Sun god

31. Sneaker parts

32. Capital of Zimba-
bwe

33. Breezed through

34. Partner to pedi

35. Becomes less 
intense

38. Bottoms

39. Tested

40. Vistas

44. Take care of

45. Traditional rhyth-
mic pattern

46. S. African political 
party

47. Cologne

48. Men

49. The Science Guy

50. Gospel author 
(abbr.)

51. Act of signing up

55. Human feet

57. A very short time

58. Streetcars

59. Cuplike cavities

CLUES DOWN
1. A type of pool

2. Malaise

3. Seasoned

4. A pair

5. Young male

6. Make a mistake

7. Experienced

8. It often accompa-
nies injury

9. Old world, new

10. Commercial

11. Course of lectures

12. Promote

16. Female horses

17. Greek mythologi-
cal figure

18. Small amount

22. Orthodox church 
altar

25. Actress Tomei

27. Excited

28. Looked directly at

29. Popular cold des-
serts

30. More reasonable

32. Disk above the 
head of a saint

34. Devoted to the 
extreme

35. Make an effort

36. It’s in the surf

37. Member of ab-
original people of 
Japan

38. Discounts

40. Cliff in Hawaii

41. Extremely wild 
person

42. All persons

43. Aromas

45. Popular kids’ 
game

48. A difficult situation

51. Popular Georgia 
rockers

52. It’s in all living cells

53. Unspoken lan-
guage

54. ‘Talk to you’ abbre-
viation

56. Influential lawyer

Answers on page 15

YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS OURS WEATHER FORECAST
Thurs, June 29

North Isle

H-63°/L-54°
Partly Sunny

 

South Isle

H-73°/L-55°
Party Sunny

Fri, June 30
North Isle

H-68°/L-53°
Mostly Cloudy

South Isle

H-70°/L-53°
Mostly Cloudy

Sat, July 1
North Isle

H-69°/L-54°
Mostly Sunny

Increasing Clouds

South Isle

H-73°/L-54°
Mostly Sunny

Sun, July 2
North Isle

H-68°/L-53°
Clouds  

and Sun

South Isle

H-72°/L-55°
AM Clouds

PM Sun

Mon, July 3
North Isle

H-67°/L-54°
Clouds 

and Sun

South Isle

H-71°/L-55°
Clouds

and Sun

Tues, July 4
North Isle

H-67°/L-53°
Clouds 

and Sun

South Isle

H-72°/L-53°
Clouds
andSun

Wed, July 5
North Isle

H-66°/L-54°
Cloudy

South Isle

H-72°/L-54°
Cloudy

   OUR 
Community
An Upbeat Question 
of the week
By Helen Mosbrooker

Why do we celebrate the 4th of July?

Tayden S., 3rd grade, Oak Harbor
We celebrate 
July 4th because 
that is the day we 
got our indepen-
dence. On Inde-
pendence Day 
we celebrate with 
festivals, parades, 
fireworks, barbe-
cues and many 
more fun festivi-

ties. We celebrate to support participants 
that fought for our freedom in 1776 by 
building bonfires, lighting fireworks, and 
firing cannons to honor them and the 
day we gained our freedom. If this did 
not have happened, we would not be a 
free nation today. The 4th of July reminds 
people of their rights and freedoms as 
Americans. 

Rodlee H., 3rd grade, Oak Harbor
We celebrate 
the 4th of July 
because it com-
memorates the 
passage of the 
Declaration of 
Independence. 
The 4th of July 
is also known as 
Independence 
Day.

The American colonies wanted freedom 
from Great Britain, then on July 2,1776, 
the Continental Congress voted for that 
independence. The declaration help unify 
the states so that they all fought together 
instead of trying to make separate peace 
agreements with Great Britain.

Long live America…

Hannah T., 3rd grade, Oak Harbor
We celebrate 
the 4th of July 
because we beat 
the British in the 
war. It is Ameri-
ca’s birthday. To 
celebrate, we pop 
fireworks, have a 
party, and wear 
red, white, and 
blue because it 

represents America’s flag.

Kaelyn C., 3rd grade, Oak Harbor
We celebrate 
the 4th of July 
because it 
represents the 
American’s inde-
pendence from 
Great Britain. On 
July 2nd, when 
the American 
colonies wanted 
freedom and to 
be free from Great Britain, they took a 
vote and two days later on 4th of July, the 
Continental Congress was revised and 
signed. That’s one reason we celebrate 
the 4th of July. 

Another reason why we celebrate the 4th 
of July is because it was also when the 
French people gave the U.S. the Statue of 
Liberty in 350 broken pieces to make as a 
gift and honor of friendship between that 
country and state. That all started in the 
year 1,876 AKA 1876. Way in the old times. 
That was like 147 years apart from what 
year it is now. 

But there’s more reasons why we cele-
brate the 4th of July. Today, when we 
celebrate the 4th of July It all usually 
comes from the old traditions, with more 
fun things to do! Like, it always included 
gatherings to the public where people 

Ezra V., 3rd grade, Oak Harbor
The 4th of July is 
the day we cele-
brate the United 
States of Amer-
ica’s indepen-
dence from Great 
Britain.

participate to celebrate their hard work 
and hard-fought independence with 
ringing bells like the old times and lighting 
fireworks. Even firing cannons! They also 
include bands, festivals, and my favorite 
on celebrations... BARBECUE!
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THANK YOU FOR READING WHIDBEY WEEKLY |  REDUCE ➡ REUSE ➡ RECYCLE

PUBLIC NOTICE
PENN COVE BREWING CO 
COMMUNITY MEETING 
NOTICE 
Tuesday, July 18, 2023, 6 p.m. 
Penn Cove Brewing Co., 5488 
S Freeland Ave, Freeland, WA 
98249 
Purpose: we are applying for 
a rural center permit (2)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lions clubs are volunteers 
serving our community 
through various projects. 
Come and visit us at one of 
our meetings – both meet 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays. 
North Whidbey Lions meet at 
noon at the VFW Post, 3037 
Goldie Rd. in Oak  Harbor. 
Oak Harbor Lions meet at 7 
p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 155 
NE Ernst St. in Oak Harbor. 
LIONS motto is “WE SERVE.” 
This is an opportunity to help 
your neighbors and have fun 
doing it.
Think you may be pregnant? 
Stop by Whidbey Island 
Women’s Clinic for free preg-
nancy testing. We are also 
here to support our commu-
nity with diapers, formula, 
baby clothes, and more. All 
our services are free. Open 
Tue and Thu, 10am-4pm, and 
Wed, noon-7pm. Located at 
670 SE Midway Blvd in Oak 
Harbor.  
The Whidbey Island com-
munity is encouraged to 
try out the paddling sport 
of dragon boating with 
the Stayin’ Alive team. Our 
team’s mission is to promote 
the physical, social, and 
emotional benefits of dragon 
boating. It has been shown 
to be especially beneficial 
to cancer survivors. Practice 
with us for up to 3 times for 
free. Life-jackets and paddles 
provided. Saturdays at the 
Oak Harbor Marina, 8:45am. 
Contact njlish@gmail.com. 
More info at our Facebook 
Page: www.facebook.com/
NorthPugetSoundDragon-
BoatClub?ref=hl

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Volunteer for Island Shake-
speare Festival! Many hands 
help keep the island’s only 
outdoor classical summer 

theater going and growing! 
Can you help? There are 
many opportunities through-
out the year to join the ISF 
family as a volunteer. These 
opportunities are a great way 
to get acquainted with the 
organization. • Distribute Ad 
Packets and Posters for our 
Summer Season • Produc-
tion: Help set up Henry 
the Tent/Help with scenic 
painting, props, or costumes 
• Front of House: Usher, gate, 
greeter, sell snacks • House 
an Artist: Actors/Designers 
need free housing June-
Sept./Or partial summer • 
Loan a Vehicle: Actors are 
housed on various areas of 
the island and need loaner 
cars; can you help? • Work 
at the Bard’s Boutique: This 
fun and easy volunteer job 
is at the Bayview Cash Store 
and requires only a few hours 
per week. • Become a Board 
Member: Development/Out-
reach/Special Skills. Please 
contact Angelica, angelica.
metcalfe@islandshake-
spearefest.org, if interested 
in volunteering.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Island County (BBBSIC) is ac-
tively seeking new member(s) 
for its board of directors. Join 
the board’s exciting array 
of professionals! BBBSIC is 
seeking individuals who are 
committed to defending 
the potential of youth in our 
community through their 
time, skill sets, and influence 
in the community. To com-
plement the existing board, 
candidates with expertise in 
accounting, law, nonprofit 
management, networking, or 
fundraising are of particular 
interest. Committed to di-
versifying its board to better 
represent our community, 
BBBSIC encourages BIPOC 
and LGBTQIA community 
members to inquire. Please 
contact admin@bbbsis-
landcounty.org for more 
information. 
The Island County Medical 
Reserve Corps (ICMRC) is a 
local network of volunteers 
organized to improve the 
health and safety of com-
munities on Whidbey and 
Camano Islands. Volunteers 
primarily include medical and 

public health professionals 
but other volunteers who 
have no healthcare back-
grounds are also utilized. 
MRC responds to local 
emergencies such as natural 
disasters and public health 
emergencies. If you are inter-
ested in volunteering please 
contact us at Island County 
MRC website for application 
and information.
If you are looking for a 
meaningful volunteer 
opportunity, look no further! 
When you volunteer at one of 
the Habitat for Humanity of 
Island County stores, you are 
helping local families attain 
decent, affordable housing. 
Income from the stores is 
vital to giving families a 
path to homeownership. 
We need people who can 
commit to help out in our 
Oak Harbor or Freeland store 
at least two-hours per week. 
Schedules are flexible. Our 
friendly volunteers provide 
customer service, help with 
receiving donated house-
hold items and furniture, 
and maintain the store. We 
also need drivers and driver 
helpers who will profession-
ally represent Habitat as they 
pick up donated items using 
our trucks. Please call either 
store for more information. 
Oak Harbor: 360-675-8733, 
Freeland: 360-331-6272.
College student? Student of 
history? History buff? Op-
portunities are available to 
spend constructive volunteer 
hours at the Pacific North-
west Naval Air Museum. 
Go to www.pnwnam.org 
and click on “Volunteer” or 
just stop by and introduce 
yourself.
Mother Mentors needs volun-
teers! Oak Harbor families 
with young children need 
your help! Volunteer just a 
couple of hours a week to 
make a difference in some-
one’s life! To volunteer or get 
more info, email wamother-

mentors@gmail.com or call 
360-321-1484. 

JOB MARKET
Island Transit is Hiring! If you 
are looking for a solid career 
with great pay and benefits 
including two retirement 
plans, we are hiring. Visit 
www.islandtransit.org/em-
ployment to apply. Island 
Transit is a drug and alcohol 
free workplace and an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer.

LAWN AND GARDEN
Natural Barnyard Topsoil - 
Good for gardens, flower 
beds, etc. Unscreened, 10 
yard loads, $245 delivered. 
360-321-1624

MISCELLANEOUS
Electric small pressure 
washer, $50; Troybuilt chip-
per, like new, $600; Inversion 
rack ,complete, like new, $75; 
Cement vibrator tool, $100; 
Antique roll top oak desk, 
great condition, $150; Kayak, 
10 ft, vapor old town, new, 
$140; Sandblast cabinet, new 
and complete, $100. Call 360-
222-0109, Greenbank (0)

ANIMALS/SUPPLIES
If you or someone you know 
needs help in feeding pet(s), 
WAIF Pet Food Banks may be 
able to help. Pet Food Banks 
are located at WAIF thrift 
stores in Oak Harbor (465 NE 
Midway Blvd) and Freeland 
(1660 Roberta Ave) and are 
generously stocked by dona-
tions from the community. If 
you need assistance, please 
stop by.

WANTED
WANTED: We buy running 
or not! We recycle cars, 
trucks, motorhomes, travel 
trailers, motorcycles, boats, 
tractors, dump trucks and 
much more. Free estimates 
on junk removal and junk 
vehicle removal. TJ’s Recy-
cling, 360-678-4363 

Art, Antiques & Collectibles. 
Cash paid for quality items. 
Call or text 360-661-7298
Always buying antiques, 
collectibles, sporting 
goods, tools, garden equip-
ment, furniture, vehicles, 
tractors and boats. Cash 
paid at loading out. 45 
years experience. 360-678-
5888 or text 360-969-1948.
Was your Dad or Gramps in 
Japan or Germany? I collect 
old 35 mm cameras and 

lenses. Oak Harbor, call 970-
823-0002

Community Bulletin Board
JUNE 29 - JULY 5, 2023

How’d you do?Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.48)

8 7 3 6 2 4 5 9 1
9 5 4 8 1 7 6 3 2
1 6 2 5 9 3 4 7 8
4 8 7 9 6 1 3 2 5
6 3 1 2 7 5 9 8 4
2 9 5 4 3 8 7 1 6
7 4 9 1 5 2 8 6 3
3 1 8 7 4 6 2 5 9
5 2 6 3 8 9 1 4 7

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Fri Jun 23 21:06:24 2023 GMT. Enjoy!

No Cheating!

SERVICE directory
CARPET CLEANING

CARPET CLEANING PROCESS
CALL TODAY 360-240-0111CALL TODAY 360-240-0111

HARNESS THE POWER OF CITRUS
Powerful Results

Minimal Moisture Means Fast-Drying
Environmentally Friendly

COUNSELING

Island 
Sound
Counseling
Faith Franz, MSW, MEd, LICSW
• Couples Therapy & 
 Discernment Counseling
• Trauma Counseling-Accelerated 
 Resolution Therapy
• Adoption Home Study 
 Assessments

         360-450-6401
faith@islandsoundcounseling.com
www.islandsoundcounseling.com
380 SE Pioneer Way, Ste 205, Oak Harbor

EXCAVATION

206-747-5606
jhfields33@gmail.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • CC FIELDEL772BT
CCSI Construction Contractor

EXCAVATOR FOR HIRE
FIELDS EXCAVATION, LLC

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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LANDSCAPING/LAWN

360-504-6606
callmyguysteve@gmail.com • MYGUYG*79INS

CALL

LANDSCAPING, FENCE AND REPAIR
CEDAR DECK REMODEL  

PRESSURE WASHING

PIONEER PRESSURE WASHING
ROOF CLEANING • DECKS

PATIOS • DRIVEWAYS
GUTTER CLEANING & MORE

CALL TRACY
360-632-4696

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

WINDOW CLEANING

360-675-3005
www.crystalcleanwindowswhidbey.com

FREE ESTIMATES • LICENSED & INSURED

Windows
Gutters
Roof

ANYWHERE ON WHIDBEY

Windows
Gutters
Roof

To advertise in the  
service directory, call  
360-682-2341 or email publisher@ whidbeyweekly.com.



$8995 $8995 $8995

$7995*
4 cyl

$8995*
6 cyl

$9995*
8 cyl

$11995

UP TO

 

Most cars up to 5 qts. 5W20, 5W30, 10W30.  Other grades extra. Some filters cost extra. 
Vehicles with Skid Plates may be extra. Plus $1 Environmental Disposal Fee. 

$5995
Full 

Synthetic

$4995
Includes 4X4 & SUV $1*

Per gallon
of Unleaded

Limited Time Only
*Ask for details

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
Flat Rate Auto Repair 

only $8995 per hour
always

FREE ESTIMATES!
At Hilltop Service Center we only repair 

and replace parts that are needed. 
We will not oversell or install unnecessary 

parts. We are highly trained brake 
technicians, not high pressure sales people.

NEED BRAKES?
WE CAN SAVE YOU UP TO $250 
ON BRAKE SERVICE 
VERSUS OUR 
COMPETITORS.
WARRANTIED 
AT 30K 
LOCATIONS 
NATIONWIDE.

Flushes Radiator, Engine Block, 
Heater Core & Hoses to -35o below.

Brake Flush $89.95, Clutch Flush $89.95, Power Steering 
Flush $89.95, Front Diff Flush $89.95, Rear Diff Flush $89.95. 

Transmission Flush $89.95, Transfer Case Flush $89.95, 
Final Drive Flush $89.95 Manual Transmission  Flush 89.95

HILLTOP AUTO SERVICE • 360-675-7011
826 S.E. MIDWAY BLVD • OAK HARBOR • SERVING WHIDBEY ISLAND SINCE 1957

GAINING TRACTION. EARNING TRUST. DELIVERING EXCELLENCE.

MAXIMUM OFF-ROAD 
TRACTION BUILT FOR THE 

TOUGHEST TERRAIN

ALL-TERRAIN, 
ALL-WEATHER RUGGED 

CAPABILITY

RUGGED CROSSOVER 
CAPABILITY ENGINEERED 

FOR ADVENTURE

RUGGED ALL-SEASON 
DURABILITY BUILT FOR 

TODAY’S PICKUP TRUCKS

PEAK PERFORMANCE 
INSPIRED BY 
ENTHUSIASTS

COMPETITION-PROVEN 
PERFORMANCE FOR 

ENTHUSIASTS

SUMMER ULTRA HIGH 
PERFORMANCE

WILDPEAK M/T WILDPEAK A/T3W WILDPEAK A/T TRAIL WILDPEAK H/TO2 AZENIS RT660 AZENIS RT615K+ AZENIS RFK510


