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By Kathy Reed Whidbey Weekly

It is one of the most anticipated events of the year on Whidbey Island and 
the surrounding region. Labor Day weekend has become synonymous 
with the Oak Harbor Music Festival, now in its 11th year. 

The three-day, free festival kicks off Friday at 6 p.m. in downtown Oak 
Harbor and will run through the early evening Sunday. With two main 
stages, beer garden, arts and crafts vendors and several food choices, 
it means this weekend will be filled with dancing, food, fun and music, 
music, music! 

“The vision of the Oak Harbor Music Festival was, is and will always be, 
bringing the best music to our incredible community for free,” said OHMF 
board president Cynthia Mason. “Our motivation is to unite our island, 
increase revenue for local businesses and promote inspiration for genera-
tions to come.”

Organizers of the festival have once again curated a lineup of perform-
ers that Includes a wide range of genres and artists, some local, some 
regional and some with national name recognition. (Find the complete 
lineup at oakharborfestival.com.) Larry Mason, who books the talent for 
the music festival, said there is so much to choose from, from long-estab-
lished performers to newer names, that a varied lineup comes together 
kind of organically.

“As a musician, the music scene is incredible,” he said. “The up-and-com-
ing artists of today excite us more than anything. It’s really rich, so in 
developing the lineup, which does require a lot of thought and intention, 
it naturally balances out.”

Friday’s opening night Is a perfect example. Immediately following the 
6 p.m. opening ceremony at the Island Thrift (east) stage, the Gothard 
Sisters start things off.  (www.gothardsisters.com)

“A music festival like [this one] is a fantastic way to find new bands and 
styles of music that you love, sometimes completely by accident,” said 
Greta Gothard in an email to Whidbey Weekly. “Our genre, Celtic folk 
music, is quite a bit different than everything else on the lineup, and we 
love introducing it to new people as well as sharing it with those who 
already love Celtic music.”

Gothard said while their music is described as contemporary Celtic folk, 
they compose new music all the time with Celtic, classical, new age, folk 
and rock influences. The Gothard Sisters have played the Oak Harbor 
Music Festival before and said they love the experience.

“The Oak Harbor Music Festival is just so much fun,” she said. “There’s a 
wide variety of musical genres, and the audiences are relaxed and appre-
ciative. We had a great time last time we were there, plus their hospitality 

for musicians is top-notch, and that always makes us feel so welcome. 
There’s nothing quite as summery as getting to attend an outdoor music 
festival. From the street food to the craft vendors and getting a beer in 
the beer garden and listening to music – as a musician, I love being a part 
of that experience for people.”

Immediately following the Gothard Sisters Friday night Is blues legend 
John Primer and the Real Deal Blues Band. (www.johnprimerblues.com)

“Primer is a blues legend from Chicago who has been inducted into the 
Blues of Hall of Fame in Chicago,” said Larry Mason. “His music career is 
extensive, and he has played with Muddy Waters, Willie Dixon and Magic 
Slim and The Teardrops. The thought of being able to introduce Oak 
Harbor to a force of nature in the blues world is the most exciting part for 
us! We can’t wait. You can’t paint the blues without the Primer!”

Primer, who responded to Whidbey Weekly via email, said he is excited to 
bring the blues to Oak Harbor.

“I am looking forward to meeting everyone, to showing everyone a great 
show and to bringing our Real Deal Chicago Blues to Oak Harbor,” he 
shared. “Blues touches people, it heals you. I hope everyone in the Pacific 
Northwest can feel the power of the blues and appreciate where it comes 
from.”

Primer delivered an invitation that many – blues lovers or not – will find 
hard to resist.

“Let everyone know John Primer and the Real Deal Blues Band are coming 
and it’s gonna be a mess, I tell ya! we plan on showing y’all what a wang 
dang doodle is! Hope to see you soon!”

Another music festival favorite appearing this weekend is LeRoy Bell and 
His Only Friends, who will play on the east stage Saturday at 7:15 p.m. 
(www.leroybell.com) Bell is an accomplished songwriter, who has written 
for the likes of Elton John and the late Teddy Pendergrass. As he prepares 
to hit the studio for another album soon, he reflected on what inspires his 
writing these days. 

“I think more so today, it’s probably more the state of the world, the state 
of the country, how I feel,” he said. “I’m older now. I have a different view 
of things. Things that concern me more now didn’t concern me years 
ago. I feel so lucky, so fortunate to have chosen a field that has allowed 
me to put a roof over my head and one I have stayed true to.

“It’s fun writing and having another artist interpret [your music],” Bell con-
tinued. “But it’s really special to be able to write and sing your own songs, 
especially if you’re able to connect with the audience and people like it.”

Bell said the Oak Harbor Music Festival is one of the band’s favorite places 
to play.

“It is one of the best festivals locally,” he said. “It’s really a treat to come out 
and play. There are good crowds, we really love playing it. I’m planning to 
do a pretty good collection of stuff – we’ll probably keep it more to ‘up’ 
songs. It’s more of a party atmosphere. People want to dance. So we’ll try 
to bring the excitement and just have fun.”

Ruth VandenBos Photo Courtesy of the Gothard Sisters 
Celtic folk artists the Gothard Sisters help kick off the Oak Harbor Music 
Festival Friday at 6:15 p.m., immediately following the opening ceremony on 
the Island Thrift stage. 

Music festival encompasses the heartbeat 
of community

See MUSIC continued on page 12

Photo Courtesy of Oak Harbor Music Festival 
Chicago blues legend John Primer and the Real Deal Blues Band will appear Friday at 7:45 p.m. on the Island Thrift 
(east) stage for the opening night of the 2023 Oak Harbor Music Festival.
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2:44 pm, SR 20
Caller states there is a “situation with 
worker at store;” states worker kicked 
them out of the store and yelled at them; 
also laid hands on them “because they 
were in his way.”

MONDAY, AUG. 21
11:17 am, SR 20
Advising there is a male subject in dark 
clothing walking with his pants all the way 
down. 

TUESDAY, AUG. 22
7:49 pm, SE 8th Ave.
Caller advising neighbor is filming them 
having a barbecue and would like police 
to talk to them. 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 23
9:23 am, W Crescent Harbor Rd.
Reporting party advising he is concerned 
about the intersection at W Crescent 
Harbor Rd. and NE Regatta Dr., due to two 
separate altercations of people yelling at 
each other. Ongoing issue.

 9:37 am, SW Barrington Dr.
People speeding in the area; ongoing 
issue. Reporting party advising this time a 
white car with graphics appeared to “make 
a very aggressive movement towards my 
husband.”

12:46 pm, N Oak Harbor St.
Reporting party believes that his room-
mate poisoned him.

THURSDAY, AUG. 24
2:50 pm, N Oak Harbor St.
Reporting party advising neighbors were 
using a propane grill and it wafted into 
reporting party’s house; is upset over the 
marijuana smoke as well. 

3:08 pm, NE Goldie St.
Reporting party requesting call in refer-
ence to being recorded at the gym he 
worked at, then was fired. 

7:38 pm, SW Erie St.
Advising of male subject laying on the 
ground pouring water on himself. 

MONDAY, AUG. 14
5:14 am, NE Kettle St.
Caller advising there is a male subject 
associated to a silver car and he was sing-
ing and urinating by the white fence.

7:41 pm, SW Kaleton Loop
Advising baby screaming for extended 
time, 15 minutes; reporting party is trying 
to eat dinner. Allowed the call-taker to 
hear baby. 

7:52 pm, NW Rigging St.
Reporting party advising neighbors are 
having a party; advising a male subject is 
now in the back yard with a machete.

TUESDAY, AUG. 15
2:26 am, Oak Harbor Rd.
Caller advising mother is walking down the 
street; advising she is half naked and not 
acting herself. 

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 16
10:35 am, SW Harbor Vista Cir.
Advising female was aggressively ringing 
reporting party’s doorbell; asked reporting 
party if she could buy or rent the house; 
reporting party said no and now female is 
sitting in her yard taking notes. 

3:04 pm, NW Fairhaven Dr.
Neighbor is stealing reporting party’s 
power and water; has now stolen gas cans; 
female has told reporting party she has 
them and has threatened to use them to 
burn reporting party’s house. 

FRIDAY, AUG. 18
8:31 am, NW Longview Dr.
Reporting party advising they caught a 
rooster. Requesting it be picked up.

10:43 pm, NW Dory Dr.
Advising of subject sleeping in the middle 
of the road; caller thinks they’re up and 
walking to the park now.

SATURDAY, AUG. 19
2:16 pm, E Whidbey Ave.
Advising male pointed fingers at reporting 
party like a gun. 

SUNDAY, AUG. 20
8:25 am, W Crescent Harbor Rd.
Reporting party states vehicle was left in 
the middle of the intersection; reporting 
party had to go around it; silver Suburban, 
unknown plate, no one seen in or around 
the vehicle. 

Seriously, we do not make this stuff up!
Island 911

Report provided by OHPD & Island County Sheriff’s Dept.

Benefiting Women of South Whidbey
Soroptimist is a global volunteer organization that provides 
women and girls with access to the education and training 

they need to achieve economic empowerment.

DONATIONS NEEDED

1091 SE Hathaway St • Oak Harbor • 360-675-0681

NORTH
WHIDBEY

HELP
HOUSE

NORTH
WHIDBEY

HELP
HOUSE

We could use your help 
with these items:
regular sized 
peanut butter
ravioli/stew/chili
pasta-roni, cereal, soup

WeeklyWhidbey

Get Whidbey Weekly 
delivered to your inbox!

www.whidbeyweekly.com

Visit our web site and subscribe 
to our newsletter. Each week, 
you will receive an email with 

a link to the new issue.

270 SE PIONEER WAY • PO BOX 941 
OAK HARBOR, WA 98277

pnwnam.org
Hours:  Wed – Sat 11AM to 5 PM 

Sun 1PM to 5PM

CLIP THIS COUPON 
FOR A TWO FOR ONE 
ADMISSION AT THE 

MUSEUM.

270 SE PIONEER WAY • PO BOX 941 
OAK HARBOR, WA 98277

pnwnam.org
Hours:  Wed – Sat 11AM to 5 PM 

Sun 1PM to 5PM
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BitsBits  & Pieces

Letters to the 
Editor
Editor,
Fairgrounds is for the Fair
The Fairgrounds and Event Center was 
created for the fair. Private businesses that 
lease space there should be required to 
make room for the fair, not force the fair to 
make space for private businesses on this 
public property. 

For more than 100 summers, Whidbey resi-
dents and visitors have come together to 
celebrate this island community on the 
fairgrounds in Langley. The Island County 
Fair became the Whidbey Area Fair, yet 
this showcase of family fun, local talent, 
4H kids and animals, homemade arts and 
crafts, local businesses and civic organi-
zations has been the foundation of this 
event. 

As pointed out in a recent Sound-off, in 
2017 the Port of South Whidbey took over 
public stewardship of this property, contin-
gent upon a successful property tax levy 
increase from the voters in their district. 
The voters’ resounding YES vote is a testa-
ment to how much we love our fair and the 
history this land embodies. 

Continued investments in the fair prop-
erty are needed to keep it safe, but this 
needs to be done with respect for the 
blood, sweat, tears and public tax dollars 
that have sustained it over time. That’s 
how we are successful here on the island 
– we pull together and work it out. The 
Island County Commissioners included 
language in the transfer documents that 
made it clear the fair itself was vital to this 
community, and the use of this property for 
that purpose would be protected into the 
future. 

Yet, this is not what we saw this year. Prior-
ity rental contracts were given to local 
businesses long before the Fair Associ-
ation’s contract was renewed. The port 
waited until the eleventh hour, then 
demanded the fair use less space, have 
less time, and offered no reduction in fees. 
Fair goers saw how the Port District offi-
cials took away much of the Malone and 
Burrier buildings’ display space this year. 
The Fair Association tried to negotiate in 
good faith, but the port commissioners 
had made their decision. 

I believe the traditional fair is a beloved 
staple to our community, as are many other 
activities and events that happen on that 
land. The Port of South Whidbey made its 
intention clear in the editorial. It is moving 
away from its agreement to manage the 
Fairgrounds and Event Center, and instead 
is prioritizing year-round private enter-
prise over the annual fair in the use of 
this publicly-funded space. It intends to 
continue on the path to squeeze the fair’s 
use of the space, even saying it could use 
space in the Turner building and other 
“incubator space” in the future. 

The claim that it can rent out buildings to 
private businesses and “provide sufficient 
space for the fair” is not based on the 
financial and logistical realities of putting 
on the fair. The Port needs to work this out 
with the Fair Association directly, with the 
understanding it is the anchor tenant. 

Community members have attended port 
meetings to try and explain this, without 
success. 

I treasure the experience of walking down 
the midway, seeing friends and family, 
and viewing the fruits of their labors each 
summer as we celebrate this amazing 
community we share. The annual fair event 
cannot continue without the solid support 
of its landlord. 

If you agree, let the port commission-
ers know they need to be good stewards 
of not just the fairgrounds, but also the 
reason it exists - the fair.

Helen Price Johnson
Clinton, Wash.
Former Island County Commissioner

Editor,
I am a longtime resident of Oak Harbor for 
37 years now. Recently we moved into city 
limits and are very excited to cast our vote 
during the elections!

As an office administrator for 20 years of a 
local business and involved with the hiring 
process of people during those years, I 
have learned to carefully listen, under-
stand, and take into consideration what 
makes that person the one we would 
select for employment.

In doing the same with the current candi-
dates running for mayor of our city, 
comparing leadership skills, educational 
credentials and real business experience, 
Ronnie Wright is the right person for the 
job.

Take a moment to compare, consider and 
make a choice. Ask yourself who has the 
skill set for this position?

Ronnie Wright is by far the best candidate 
to serve as our next mayor.

Vote Ronnie Wright as mayor of this great 
city!

Trina Terrill
Oak Harbor, Wash.

The More You Know: The Best and 
Worst Times to Travel for Labor Day 
Weekend
Use WSDOT tools and tips for smoother 
travel

People planning their final festivities of 
summer, before all things pumpkin spice 
and yellow school buses return, should 
consult the Washington State Depart-
ment of Transportation’s holiday traffic 
volume charts at wsdot.wa.gov/travel/holi-
day-weekend-travel/labor-day-weekend-
travel-times to determine best times to 
travel during the Labor Day weekend.

With the popular travel weekend fast 
approaching, now is the time to make 
plans for expected holiday congestion on 
most routes – whether by ferry, vehicle, 
bus, rail, foot, bicycle or plane. This year’s 
charts include U.S. 2, Interstate 90 and I-5 
between Lacey and Tacoma, as well as 
Bellingham to the United States-Canada 
border.

Most construction will be paused over 
the three-day weekend to help reduce 
some congestion, but this is a popu-
lar travel weekend and WSDOT recom-
mends people go early or late and give 
themselves plenty of extra time. Crashes 
or emergency road repairs also can add to 
travel times. 

Travelers can “know before they go” and 
plan ahead by using WSDOT tools and 
tips, whether they’re traveling across town 
or across the Evergreen State including:

Get informed about WSDOT’s online tools, 
including the WSDOT mobile app (wsdot.
wa.gov/travel/mobile-app-and-social-me-
dia), traffic cameras (wsdot.com/travel/
real-time/cameras) and email alerts (public.
govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOT/
subscriber/new).

Visit online traveler information for traffic, 
weather, ferry schedules and a real-time 
travel map.

Follow WSDOT on various social media 
platforms including Facebook, Instagram, 
TikTok, YouTube and X (formerly known as 
Twitter).

Identify potential safety rest areas before 
heading out, to ensure enough breaks to 
avoid drowsy driving.

Pre-program vehicle radios to 530 AM and 
1610 AM for highway advisory radio alerts 
– and be alert for other stations listed on 
notice signs in some areas.

Have a backup outdoor destination as 
parks and other outdoor recreation sites 
tend to fill up quickly on holiday week-
ends. If a site’s parking is full, never park 
along road shoulders, as this is unsafe for 
everyone on the roadway, including emer-
gency response vehicles.

Most highway construction paused
Most state highway construction work is 
suspended through the holiday week-
end – including Monday, Sept. 4 – to ease 
congestion. For central Washington trav-
elers, on SR 970 near Teanaway River east 
of Cle Elum, contractor crews are work-
ing on a project to fix roadway erosion, 
which requires around-the-clock single-
lane, alternating traffic and is projected to 
result in delays of up to three hours during 
the Labor Day weekend. To reduce these 
long delays, WSDOT is restricting west-
bound traffic on SR 970 to local traffic 
only starting 7:00am Friday through 7:00am 
Tuesday. Travelers on southbound US 97 
headed west from Wenatchee will detour 
to I-90. Please stay alert for new lane shifts 
or other work zone staging areas that 
may remain in place. And please give any 
emergency repair crews plenty of space to 
work safely.

Snoqualmie Pass
No construction is planned on I-90 from 
Friday through Tuesday. However, the 
usual holiday increase in traffic volumes 
means travelers should expect delays, 
especially eastbound on Friday and west-
bound on Monday (see charts for more 
detail). Text message alerts about signif-
icant delays are available by texting the 
words “WSDOT Snoqualmie” to 468311.

Tolling
In the Puget Sound region, weekend toll 
rates will be in effect Monday, Sept. 4, 
on the State Route 520 bridge and SR 99 
tunnel. The I-405 express toll lanes will be 
free and open to all drivers on the Monday 
holiday. Out-of-town travelers, including 
those using rental cars, can learn about 
toll roads and temporary account payment 
options on the Good To Go! visitors page 
(wsdot.wa.gov/travel/roads-bridges/toll-
roads-bridges-tunnels/good-go-accounts-
passes). 

Ferry travel 
People boarding a state ferry by vehicle 
should prepare for long waits. Peak travel 
times on most routes are expected to 
be westbound or island-bound Thursday 
through Saturday and eastbound or off-is-
land Sunday through Tuesday. Custom-
ers can bypass vehicle lines by traveling 
as a walk-on passenger and usually board 
much faster.

All riders should double check the sail-
ing schedules and sign up to receive rider 
alerts as last-minute delays or canceled 
sailings are possible based on vessel and 
crew availability.

Visit the Washington State Ferries website 
for more details about making a vehi-
cle reservation for some routes, track the 
vessels on a real-time map and termi-
nal status (wsdot.wa.gov/travel/washing-
ton-state-ferries). 

Should 
you invest 
… or 
speculate?
 You’ll find some big differences between 
traditional and speculative investments — and 
knowing these differences can matter a great deal 
when you’re trying to reach your financial goals.
 To begin with, let’s look at the basic types of 
traditional and speculative investments. Tradition-
al investments are those with which you’re 
probably already familiar: stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, government securities, certificates of 
deposit (CDs) and so on. Speculative investments 
include cryptocurrencies, foreign currencies and 
precious metals such as gold, silver and copper.
 Now, consider these three components of 
investing and how they differ between traditional 
and speculative investments:
 The first issue to consider is risk. When you 
own stocks or stock-based mutual funds, the value 
of your investments will fluctuate. And bond 
prices will also move up and down, largely in 
response to changing interest rates. However, 
owning an array of stocks — small-company, 
large-company, international, etc. — can help 
reduce the impact of volatility on your stock 
portfolio. And owning a mix of short- and 
long-term bonds can help you defend yourself 
somewhat against interest-rate movements. When 
interest rates fall, you’ll still have your 
longer-term bonds, which generally — but not 
always – pay higher rates than short-term ones. 
And when interest rates rise, you can redeem your 
maturing short-term bonds at potentially higher 
rates.
 With speculative investments, though, price 
movements can be extreme as well as rapid. 
During their short history, cryptocurrencies in 
particular have shown astonishingly fast moves 
up and down, resulting in huge gains followed by 
equally huge, or bigger, losses. The risk factor for 
crypto is exacerbated by its being largely unregu-
lated, unlike with stocks and bonds, whose 
transactions are overseen by well-established 
regulatory agencies. There just isn’t much that 
investors can do to modulate the risk presented by 
crypto and some other speculative investments.
 A second key difference between traditional 
and speculative investments is the time horizon 
involved. When you invest in stocks and other 
traditional investments, you ideally should be in it 
for the long term — it’s not a “get rich quick” 
strategy. But those who purchase speculative 
investments want, and expect, quick and sizable 
returns, despite the considerable risk involved.
 A third difference between the two types of 
investments is the activity required by investors. 
When you’re a long-term investor in traditional 
investments, you may not have to do all that 
much, once you’ve built a portfolio that’s 
appropriate for your risk tolerance, goals and time 
horizon. After that point, it’s mostly just a matter 
of monitoring your portfolio and making 
occasional moves — you’re not constantly buying 
and selling, or at least you shouldn’t be. But when 
you speculate in crypto or other instruments, you 
are constantly watching prices move — and then 
making your own moves in response. It’s an 
activity that requires considerable attention and 
effort.
 One final thought: Not all speculative 
instruments are necessarily bad investments. 
Precious metals, for instance, are found in some 
traditional mutual funds, sometimes in the form of 
shares of mining companies. And even crypto 
may become more of a stable vehicle once 
additional regulation comes into play. But if 
you’re investing for long-term goals, such as a 
comfortable retirement — rather than speculating 
for thrills and quick gains, which may disappear 
just as quickly — you may want to give careful 
thought to the types of investments you pursue.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Edward Jones, Member SIPC

630 SE Midway Blvd.
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
360-679-2558
je�ery.pleet@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Je�ery C. Pleet, 
CLU®, ChFC® 

Financial Advisor
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Trains, airports and transit
Travelers making a trip by train, personal 
aircraft or bus also should plan ahead to 
avoid holiday delays:

Amtrak Cascades passengers are encour-
aged to purchase tickets early and plan 
to arrive at the station one hour before 
departure. Trains are running between 
Vancouver, B.C. and Eugene, Ore., stop-
ping at 18 stations along the way. Buses 
also are available for travel between Seat-
tle and Vancouver, B.C. and between 
Seattle and Bellingham. Visit www.Amtrak-
Cascades.com/ or call 800-USA-RAIL for 
tickets and schedules.

For information about traveling via 
state-sponsored airports, visit wsdot.
wa.gov/travel/aviation/airports-list or call 
360-788-7437.

Check with local public transit agencies for 
any holiday schedule or service changes, 
including some Dial-A-Ride and fixed-
route service that may not run on holidays.

[Submitted by Washington State Depart-
ment of Transportation]

Woodworkers Guild Presents 
the 19th Annual “Art + Wood = 
Woodpalooza” Exhibition 
The Whidbey Island Woodworkers Guild is 
pleased to announce the return of its “Art 
+ Wood = Woodpalooza @ WICA” Exhi-
bition – the 19th Annual Show of Whid-
bey’s Finest Woodwork at WICA (Whidbey 
Island Center for the Arts). This year’s show 
promises exceptional work by 20 of Whid-
bey’s best.

The free exhibition will be held Sept. 2 - 4 
from noon to 5:00pm daily.

During the exhibition, you are invited to 
spend quality time with woodworking arti-
sans while you experience the beauty of 
their creations. You’ll learn firsthand the 
inspiration and process that go into each 
artist’s work, while enjoying many scenic 
island views as you discover Langley.

The Guild seeks to support profes-
sional woodworkers as well as inspire and 
educate the budding amateur and provide 
awareness to the general public of the 
skills available locally from its talented 
members. In 2001, the Whidbey Island 
Woodworkers Guild was formed to bring 
together the woodworking community of 
Whidbey. Now in its eighteenth year, the 
guild includes makers of furniture, cabine-
try, architectural woodwork, turners, clock 
makers, sawyers, carvers, restorers, musi-
cal instrument makers, boat builders and 
refinishers. 

Whidbey Island Center for the Arts (WICA) 
is located at 565 Camano Avenue, Lang-
ley. Please visit www.woodpalooza.com for 
more information.

[Submitted by Gary A. Leake, Guild Secre-
tary]

Soroptimist International of Oak 
Harbor Shred Day
Do you have boxes and bags of papers 
that need to be shredded? Soroptimist 
International of Oak Harbor is here to help 
with its Shred-It event Saturday, Sept. 9 
from 10:00am to 1:00pm at Whidbey Island 
Bank, 450 SW Bayshore Dr., Oak Harbor. 
Fill your car, truck, van or bicycle with-
bags and have your confidential papers 
shredded. This is an annual fund raiser for 
Soroptimist International of Oak Harbor 
and cash or credit card donations are 
gladly accepted. Funds raised go towards 
local and global programs that help 
women and girls live their dreams.

[Submitted by Patty Cohen]

Nutcracker Community Auditions 
and More at Whidbey Island Dance 
Theatre
Whidbey Island Dance Theatre (WIDT) 
prepares for its annual Nutcracker Ballet 
by inviting the community to its Nutcracker 
community auditions Saturday, Sept. 16 at 
Island Dance Studio, 714 Camano Ave. in 
Langley. 

Come dancers and family members, come 
little ones and elders. Everyone from age 
6 to 96 is welcome to audition. No prior 
dance experience is necessary to be a part 
of this magical holiday tradition where 100 
roles are available including elves, butter-
flies, bumblebees, forest creatures, mice, 
rats, soldiers, cousins, aunts and uncles.

Audition times are noon to 12:45pm for 
ages 16-adult; 12:45 to 1:30pm for ages 
6-7; 1:30 to 2:15pm for ages 8-10; and 2:15 
to 3:00pm for ages 11-15. Questions? Call 
360-341-2221 or email whidbeyidt@gmail.
com.

WIDT has two new artistic directors for its 
2023/24 season with Jamee Pitts and Mark 
Thrapp leading the new season. These 
directors have new and exciting things to 
present this season, starting with an even 
more magical Nutcracker, now going into 
its 31st production on Whidbey. Both Pitts 
and Thrapp are longtime dance instruc-
tors, choreographers and performers at 

WIDT and are looking forward to taking 
the helm and producing not only their 
beloved holiday ballet, but also the annual 
spring concert, “A Celebration of Dance,” 
in April.

Would you like to be involved? Volun-
teers are needed for all WIDT events and 
fundraisers, to keep the young dancers of 
WIDT in training and performance. Would 
you like to help with ushering, costumes, 
backstage duties, fundraising or helping 
with technical duties? WIDT would love 
to have everybody who is willing to lend a 
hand. Please reach out by email at whid-
beyidt@gmail.com or find out more about 
WIDT and see where you might like to 
help online at widtonline.org.

[Submitted by Patricia Duff]

BITS & PIECES ConTInuEd on PagE 12

LABOR DAY WEEK SALE

SeaGlass Cove
221 2nd Street #8 • Langley
Purple Building down brick Courtyard 
between 2nd Street & 3rd Street

Starting Fri 9/1- Sun 9/10
15% o� Melamine, 
Glassware, Paper Napkins, 
Pillows & Handbags
Come by to see our 
great selection of home goods 
and decor items!

LABOR DAY WEEK SALE
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EL NINO, LA NINA AND SALMON
June 8, the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA) officially 
announced that El Nino has returned. El 
Nino is a natural climate phenomenon 
marked by warmer-than-average sea 
surface temperatures in the central and 
eastern Pacific Ocean near the equator, 
which occurs on average every two-to-
seven years. Depending on its strength, El 
Nino can cause a range of impacts, such 
as increasing the risk of heavy rainfall and 
droughts in certain locations around the 
world and will have a warming effect on our 
local water temperatures.

El Nino’s influence on the U.S. is weak 
during the summer and more pronounced 
starting in the late fall through spring. By 
winter, there is an 84 percent chance of 
greater than a moderate strength El Nino, 
and a 56 percent chance of a strong El 
Nino developing. Typically, moderate to 
strong El Nino conditions during the fall 
and winter result in drier-than-average 
conditions in the Pacific Northwest. El 
Nino winters also bring better chances for 
warmer-than-average temperatures across 
the northern parts of the country. A single 
El Nino event will not result in all of these 
impacts, however, El Nino increases the 
odds of them occurring. 

With El Nino conditions, what does that 
mean to us Island Anglers? Salmon are cold 
water fish. In North America, Pacific salmon 
range from Baja, Calif., to Alaska’s arctic 
rivers. They thrive in the subarctic waters 
of the North Pacific where the water is cold 
(about 57° Fahrenheit), and the food-web 
that salmon rely on is productive. El Nino 
primarily affects salmon by changing the 
quality and quantity of the cold water 
habitats. The salmon we Island Angler fish 
for fall into three primary migratory groups 
– the “Puget Sound Stock,” the “Northern 
British Columbia Stock,” and the “Lower 
Columbia Stock.” There is the chance of a 
few “Far North Stock” fish passing within 
range to catch, but the first three groups 
are where most of our fish will come from.

Many local salmon fishermen refer to El 
Nino as “the Blob,” which is a large body 
of warm water that sits and swirls around off 
the coast of Alaska and Canada. Because 
of the blob’s location and close proximity 
to the feeding grounds of our three main 
fish stocks that are growing to adulthood, 
the warm water from the blob can decrease 
the rich nutrients in the area, which in turn 

can slow growth rates and reduce salmon 
survivability. Bottom line, El Nino conditions 
are not totally bad for fishing but are not as 
salmon-friendly to the Puget Sound salmon 
as the La Nina conditions.

I feel the last couple of years salmon fishing 
has been a little above average in the Puget 
Sound, and most of this, I believe, is the 
result of the colder ocean conditions, larger 
snow packs, and longer cool-water runoff 
created by La Nina. Colder ocean water is 
what makes the salmon comfortable; it’s 
been about four years since El Nino has 
been a factor in weather and warm ocean 
conditions. Does this mean that the good 
salmon fishing we have been experiencing 
will drop off sharply? Not drastically, but we 
will most likely experience less than desir-
able catching success the longer the warm 
water sticks around. Chinook, coho, and 
chum will manage the El Nino conditions 
pretty well due to their three- to four-year 
life cycle. Pinks, on the other hand, are 
two-year fish from fry to adult and are more 
sensitive to a one- to two-year warming 
trend, which can influence their numbers 
towards the negative. Alaska provides a 
huge amount of salmon to the commer-
cial markets, and studies have shown that 
El Nino conditions can actually help the 
Alaska salmon populations. It’s already 
colder in Alaska than the Puget Sound. 
That combined with the El Nino water off 
the Alaska coastline, can produce wetter 
weather, higher river levels and fuller lakes, 
and can make for optimum migrating/
spawning conditions.

Mother Nature has a way of balancing 
herself out to benefit all living things, so 
as long as the weather patterns continue 
to follow the cyclic shifts from warm and 
cold (two-seven years), we should be able 
to enjoy salmon dinners for a long time to 
come. Consider this: When fully supported, 
well-managed salmon hatcheries are kept 
active, we can help Mother Nature out; and 
in the unlikely event our local climate were 
to ever become like central California, well 
I guess we would be fishing for yellowtail 
amberjack, white seabass, stripers, and 
Yellowfin tuna.

Big numbers of pink salmon are being 
caught all around Whidbey Island right now 
and there are a few reports of Coho as well. 
Target the pinks in the saltwater before 
they reach the rivers; the good old pink 
BuzzBomb will catch both species. Take the 
kids, be safe and GOOD LUCK out there!        

By Tracy Loescher

Island Island 
AnglerAngler

Depending on where the “blob” sits and spins, here are the migration paths of the West Coast salmon stocks that will/could be 
influenced by El Nino.

WHY GO OVER THE BRIDGE
FOR YOUR CUSTOM 
FRAMING & ART
SUPPLIES?

Gene’s Has 
It All!

GENE’S ART & FRAME
SINCE 1967

WHIDBEY’S LARGEST SELECTION OF FINE ART SUPPLIES

250 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor
360-675-3854

genesartframing.com 
9:30-6 Monday-Friday • 10-5:30 Saturday

• Honest Pricing
• No Fine Print

• Friendly Service
• No Traffic Delays

• 15% Military Discount

We Specialize In Custom Framing

SMALL BUSINESS OF THE MONTHSMALL BUSINESS OF THE MONTH LARGE BUSINESS OF THE MONTHLARGE BUSINESS OF THE MONTH
SUMMIT ASSISTANCE DOGSSUMMIT ASSISTANCE DOGS SAAR’S SUPER SAVER FOODSSAAR’S SUPER SAVER FOODS

32630 SR 20, OAK HARBOR | 360-675-3755 | OAKHARBORCHAMBER.COM

OAK HARBOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE

Hardware

Freeland

MAKE FREELAND ACE
YOUR FISHING PLACE
MORE THAN JUST A HARDWARE STORE

• TACKLE • BAIT• EXPERT ADVICE • FISHING LICENSES • SPOOLING

1609 E. Main Street • Freeland • 360-331-6799
acehardware.com

Monday-Saturday 8am-7pm • Sunday 9am-6pm
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GARAGE
SALE
Freeland ACEʼs Annual

We are cleaning out the back room! 
Lots of great stuff priced below cost. 

1609 E. Main Street • Freeland • 360-331-6799 • acehardware.com

FREELAND ACE GARDEN CENTER NEWS

Hardware

Freeland

Hardware

Freeland

All proceeds will go to support 
Maui wildfire relief.

Cash or checks only. No credit/debit cards. All sales are final.

SUNDAY
SEPT 3
9AM-2PM

LABOR DAY
BBQ SEPT 2

10AM-2PM
FREE samples from our 

Traeger and Big Green Egg grills. 
(while supplies last)

Soroptimist 
Oak 

Harbor 
Presents

Saturday,
September 9
10am - 1pm
or until truck is full
Whidbey Island Bank
450 Bayshore Drive, Oak Harbor
(across from WalMart on Hwy 20)
• pay stubs • bank statements • medical invoices
• credit card statements • utility bills • old tax records

Shredding by donation only
Limit: four paper grocery bags or equivalent per vehicle
Funds raised will go towards local and global programs 
that help women and girls live their dreams.

DEFEND YOURSELF AGAINST FRAUD AND IDENTITY THEFT AT SHRED DAY

All entries are listed chronologically, unless 
there are multiple entries for the same ven-
ue or are connected to a specific organi-
zation (such as Sno-Isle Libraries) in which 
case all entries for that venue or organiza-
tion are listed collectively in chronological 
order under one heading.

Bayview Corner Summer Street Dance
Wednesday, September 6, 6:00-8:00pm

Bayview Cash Store, Langley

Doctor Savage is brewing up the funkiest 
concoction. Featuring the talents of some 
of the Pacific Northwest’s finest musi-
cians, including Joanna Cook on vocals, 
Keegan Harshman on bass, Eric Vander-
bilt Matthews on keyboard/sax, and more. 
This band is sure to get your toes tappin’, 
booty shakin’, and keep the party going! 
Rain or shine! Beer, wine and soft drinks 
are available for purchase and picnic 
dinners are welcome. For more informa-
tion, contact Sami Postma at sami@goose-
foot.org or 360-321-4246.

Live Music: Local Secrets
Friday, September 8, 7:00-9:00pm 
Penn Cove Taproom, Freeland

Indie folk/rock to uplift your soul. Local 
Secrets, from Langley, is a local favorite of 
the top Whidbey Island live music venues. 
Stellar songwriting by vocalists/guitar-
ists Alicia Elliott and David Licastro covers 
a range of topics, from love and family, to 
the life of birds, to commuting to work by 
car. The rhythm section is held down by 
David Malony on drums and Russell Spark-
man on bass. For more information, call 
360-682-5747 or visit www.penncovebrew-
ing.com.

Shred Day
Saturday, September 9, 10:00am-1:00pm

Whidbey Island Bank, Oak Harbor

Fill your car, truck, van or bicycle with 
bags and have your confidential papers 
shredded. This is an annual fund raiser for 
Soroptimist International of Oak Harbor 
and cash or credit card donations are 
gladly accepted. Funds raised go towards 
local and global programs that help 
women and girls live their dreams. The 
bank is located at 450 SW Bayshore Dr.

Live Music: Ike and the Old Man 
Saturday, September 9, 7:00-9:00pm

Penn Cove Taproom, Freeland

Ike and the Old Man cover an eclectic mix 
of music spanning decades of well known 
rock and pop classics, blues, country and 
jazz. The band members are Isaac and 
Mark Wacker, and the incredibly talented 
multi-instrumentalist musicians Doug 
Coutts, Ray Shelly and George Bullis. For 
more information, call 360-682-5747 or visit 
www.penncovebrewing.com.

Island Shakespeare Festival
Thursdays-Sundays, thru Sept. 10, 6:00pm

Sunday Matinees, thru Sept. 3, 1:00pm

5476 Maxwelton Rd, Langley

Island Shakespeare Festival presents its 
summer season with Romeo and Juliet 
and Hannah Cowley’s A Bold Stroke for 
a Husband in rotating repertory. Bring a 
picnic for the family and enjoy the wine, 
beer and refreshments garden before the 
show! Pay-what-you-will at the tent or get 
reservations at islandshakespearefest.org.

Military Appreciation Picnic
Saturday, September 16, 12:00-4:00pm

Windjammer Park, Oak Harbor

Free event featuring food, drinks, live 
music, and family fun. For more infor-
mation, call the Oak Harbor Chamber of 
Commerce at 360-675-3755.

Adaptive Cycling Event
Saturday, September 23, 10:00am-3:00pm

North Whidbey Middle School Track 
67 NE Izett St, Oak Harbor

What’s Going On
Outdoors for All is partnering with Island 
County Human Services to provide the 
community with an adaptive cycling expe-
rience. There will be different types of 
cycles for everyone to enjoy including 
handcycles, tandems, recumbent tri-cy-
cles and a variety of other cycles. Helmets 
will be provided. For ages 6-106. For more 
information, contact Mike Etzell, Island 
County Human Services, at mikeet@island-
countywa.gov or 360-499-5401.

Chalk Art Contest
Saturday, September 23, 11:00am-4:00pm

Pioneer Way, Oak Harbor

This free contest is open to creative 
people of all ages, prizes will be awarded. 
There will also be entertainment from 
12:30 to 4:00pm. Register online at: www.
oakharbormainstreet.org/.../art-chalk-
walk-2/. Hosted by Oak Harbor Main 
Street. For more information, call 360-279-
8995.

Upcoming Sno-Isle Library Events
See schedule below
Cost: Free

Fun With Fungi: Introduction to Mush-
rooms on Whidbey Island
Thursday, August 31, 4:00-5:30pm

Oak Harbor Library 

Join Eva Gordon of the North American 
Mycological Association for a fungi-tastic 
introduction to Whidbey’s local mushroom 
superstars. Learn how to spot mushrooms 
on your next walk or hike.

Religious Services
Unitarian Universalist Sunday Service
Sundays, 10:00am

Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Freeland 

All are welcome. Values-based children’s 
religious exploration classes and childcare 
will be provided. Visit www.uucwi.org for 
more information. The Unitarian Univer-
salist Congregation building is located 
at 20103 Highway 525, two miles north of 
Freeland.

Unity of Whidbey
Sundays, 10:00am

5671 Crawford Road, Langley 

If you’re one of the “spiritual but not reli-
gious” people who question their child-
hood faith or are looking for something 
more, Unity of Whidbey may feel like a 
homecoming. Unityofwhidbey.org even 
offers a Zoom link for attending online.

Whidbey Quakers
Sundays, 4:00-5:00pm

Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Freeland

Whidbey Island Friends Meeting (also 
known as Quakers) meet in silent worship 
and community, with occasional spoken 
messages, every Sunday at the Unitarian 
Universalist building. For more informa-
tion, contact Tom Ewell at tewell@whidbey.
com or go to www.whidbeyquakers.org.

First Church of Christ, Scientist
Worship, 10:00am

Sunday School to age 20, 10:00am

Wednesday Testimony Meeting, 2:30pm

Christian Science Reading Room
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,  
11:00am-2:00pm

The church and Reading Room are located 
at 721 SW 20th Court at Scenic Heights 
Street, Oak Harbor. Call 360-675-0621 or 
visit cs-oh-wa.com for more information. 
Services and Sunday School are also held at 
10:30am on South Whidbey at 15910 High-
way 525, just north of Bayview and across 
from Useless Bay Road; testimony meetings 
are held the first Wednesday of each month 
at 7:30pm.

WHAT'S GOING ON cONTINued ON pAGe 8

Coupeville
103 S Main
Freeland

5488 S Freeland Ave
Lake Stevens

8928 Vernon Rd

CONTACTLESS MENU AVAILABLE

You can also visit penncovebrewing.com/events

THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF OUR TEAM AND
GUESTS IS OUR TOP PRIORITY EVERY DAY.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Made with by Popmenu 

Look at me through
your smart phone
camera!

PennCoveBrewing.com

Join Us In Our Freeland Taproom

Woodbae and Treestar  
LIVE MUSIC, SATURDAY  
JULY 22ND  |  7PM

LOCAL SECRETS 
Fri. September 8th 
7:00PM

IKE AND THE 
OLD MAN 
Saturday 

September 9th  
7:00PM
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Meetings & Organizations 
Deaf Social - Flying Fingers
Friday, September 1, 6:00-7:00pm

Langley United Methodist Church

The group celebrates birthdays, holi-
days of the month and share food. 
Group is usually five people. Some use 
sign language, others don’t. Very casual 
setting. For more information, please 
contact Susan Ishikawa at 360-221-0383 
or sisoleil973@yahoo.com. The church is 
located at Third and Anthes.

Whidbey Island Military Spouses 
Meet and Greet
Wednesday, September 13, 10:00am-12:00pm

Building 13 Seaplane Base, Oak Harbor

The USO building is ready and is kicking 
off the first Coffee Connection with a meet 
and greet event. Come meet some new 
friends and enjoy some tasty treats and 
beverages while learning what to expect 
with this monthly meet up. Register at 
https://forms.gle/6gcKBrYovmZ5xoH9A.

Al-Anon 
Every Wednesday, 9:30-10:30am

Online

If a friend or relative has a problem with 

alcohol, you can find solutions for your-
self at Alanon. For more information, visit 
https://wa-al-anon.org.

Al-Anon Group
Every Tuesday, 5:30-6:30pm

Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, 1253 NW 2nd Ave.

Are you troubled by someone’s drinking? 
Al-Anon group can help. Call Randy at 
360-914-8084 for meeting information.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Numerous locations 

Fo a list of local meetings visit www.
district46aawa.org or call 888-360-1564 for 
more information.

Gam-Anon Meetings 
Every Tuesday, 6:30pm

Mount Vernon Senior Center, 1401 Cleveland St. 

For the spouses and loved ones of a 
compulsive gambler.

Gamblers Anonymous 
Every Tuesday, 6:30pm

The Senior Center, Mount Vernon

All are welcome. The Senior Center is 
located at 1401 Cleveland Ave. For further 
information, please call Washington State 
Gamblers Anonymous at 1-800-222-5542.

National Alliance on Mental Illness 
(NAMI) Whidbey Island 
Third Wednesday, 7:00pm-8:30pm

Trinity Lutheran Church, Freeland

WHAT’S GOING ON cONTINued frOm pAGe 7

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 23
11AM-4PM 
Historic Downtown Oak Harbor
FREE to participate - register online to reserve a space  
www.oakharbormainstreet.org/calendar/

There will be entertainment with Whidbey Island Belly Dancers - 
Watch and learn how to Belly Dance! 12:30-1:30 at the Pop Up Plaza 

Witches of Skagit - Watch the Cosplay Line Dancers do the Wolfshager Hexenbrut 
“Witches Dance” then join & learn it too! 2:00-2:30 on Pioneer Way

Bobby Silver and the FatDaddys - Playing radio favorites from the 70’s through 
the 2000’s. 2:30-4pm at the Pop Up Plaza.

SIDEWALK
CHALK ART 
CONTEST

SIDEWALK
CHALK ART 
CONTEST

Open to all ages
Judging starts 
at 3pm

CONTEST PRIZES
Age 4-9
$25  Popsies Gift Card 
Age 10-15
$35 Whidbey Wonka’s 
Chocolate Co Gift Card
Age 16+
$50 Mad Batter 
Bakehouse Gift Card
Professional Artist
$100 from Oak Harbor
Main Street

SPONSORED BY

Oak Harbor Main Street Presents

Get outside
get creative! 

Purple Moon

Bring your own chalk or purchase for $5 .  

800 SE Pioneer Way •  360-720-2108

Come by Mad Batter Bakehouse for 
some BIG Cookies with Mad Flavors!

Our cookies are baked fresh daily and pair 
nicely with our locally roasted coffee. 
Try some of our Fall inspired drinks 

this September!

FULL MENU & DAILY SPECIALS
360-682-6119 

Tues-Sat 8am to 8pm 
Sunday 8am to 3pm

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL 
DAY AT NOE JOSE CAFE! 

PAINT YOUR OWN 
POTTERY STUDIO

ART SUPPLIES
GIFT ITEMS

860 Pioneer Way #102
360-679-4115

10% Off Purchases
of $50 or more.

With this ad. Expires 10/31/2023

WALK • SHOP • DINE • LOCAL

 

 

Whidbey Island 
Crafter’s Market 

& Studios 
 

Affordable art created by 
37 local artists 

 

Seasonal Classes 
 

Consignment Spaces 
 

720 SE Pioneer Way, Suite 2 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 

 

Facebook/Instagram 
whidbeycrafters@gmail.com 

www.whidbeycraftersmarket.com 
 

Labor Day
Weekend Sale!

Summer clothes & shoes

20% OFF!
8/29-9/2

Enter our raffle to win a 

$50 
gift certificate

on 9/1 & 9/2!

1036 SE Pioneer Way #101 • 360-720-2755 710 SE Fidalgo Ave #102 • 360-240-8888

Open for lunch 
11-3pm 

Monday-Friday
We have fresh, 

nutritious sandwiches 
available for 

take-out, dine-in 
or delivery. 

Our tea bar features 
100+ varieties of
loose leaf teas.

COME VISIT THE BEST KEPT 
SECRET IN OAK HARBOR!

FASHIONABLE JEWELRY
NOW OFFERING WATCH REPAIR

810 SE Pioneer Way, Suite 101

MERCANTILE
Purple Moon

Home Decor • Gifts
Candles • Jewelry
Crystals • Rocks
Fossils • Shells

800 SE Pioneer Way #103 • 360-679-2167
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NAMI is the largest grassroots organization 
dedicated to making life better for people 
with a mental illness and their friends and 
loved ones. The group is nonreligious 
but meets at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
18341 State Route 525. It isn’t necessary 
to preregister. Please call 206-669-9338 or 
509-429-8796 for more information. 

NAR-ANON 
Every Wednesday, 6:00-7:00pm

Langley United Methodist Church

NAR-ANON family groups are world-
wide for those affected by someone else’s 
addiction. The church is located at 301 
Anthes Ave.

South Whidbey Alzheimer’s Care-
giver Support Group
Second Tuesday, 10:00am-12:00pm

South Whidbey Senior Center, Langley 

Expanded quarterly workshops TBA. The 
Caregiver Support Group, sponsored by the 
Alzheimer’s Association, Western and Central 
Washington Chapter, provides emotional, 
educational, and social support for caregiv-
ers of those suffering from memory loss – in 
a confidential setting. For questions or addi-
tional information, contact Mel Watson at 
360-321-1623 or mel@islandseniorservices.org.

TOPS® (Take Off Pounds Sensibly®) 
Every Thursday, 9:30am

Family Bible Church, Oak Harbor

TOPS® is the short name for TOPS Club, 
Inc., the original nonprofit, noncommer-
cial network of weight-loss support groups. 
TOPS® offers tools and programs for 
healthy living and weight management, 
with exceptional group fellowship and 
recognition. For more information, call 
308-646-0422.

Van Rides to the Seattle VA 
Tuesdays and Thursdays

Call to sign up or for additional informa-
tion. Spouses and caregivers can ride with 
the veteran. Eligibility for VA healthcare is 
a benefit to many veterans. Professional 
counseling services are confidential and 
available at no cost. Call 360-221-0746. If 
you have questions about the WVRC and 

services available, call 360-331-8081 or 
email at WhidbeyVRC@gamil.com or send 
a request and get information from the 
website: www.WhidbeyVRC.org. 

Weekly Veteran Support Groups
Women Veterans and Spouses
Mondays, 5:00-6:00pm

Mixed group, Veterans
Tuesdays, 5:00–6:00pm

Whidbey Veterans Resource Center, Free-
land

Join anytime. If you have questions about 
the WVRC and services available, call 
360-331-8081 or email at WhidbeyVRC@
gmail.com or send a request and get infor-
mation from the website: www.Whid-
beyVRC.org. 

A
Vintage
Affair
ANTIQUES
CLOTHING
VINTAGE

720 SE Pioneer Way
Suite 1

830 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor
360-682-5675

www.garryoakgallery.com

SINCE
2008

Whidbey Island Co-op Gallery
September featured photographer

Jennifer Holmes

UPCOMING EVENTS
In Historic Downtown Oak Harbor

830 SE Pioneer Way #105 • Oak Harbor • 360-279-8995
www.oakharbormainstreet.org

September 1-3 • Oak Harbor Music Festival

September 9 & 10 • Hydros for Heroes

September 16 • Military Appreciation Picnic 

September 23 • Chalk Art Contest

September 30 • Garden Club 100 Year 
Celebration In Smith Park 

October 1 • Adopt A Toy Soldier

October 7 • Dia De Fiesta
Hispanic Heritage Celebration

October 31 • No Tricks Safe Treats

Nov. 1-Dec 15 • Green Ticket Cash Giveaway

November 11 • Veterans Day Parade

Nov. 24-Dec. 15 • Vote For Your 
Favorite Toy Soldier

November 24 • Plaid Friday

November 25 • Small Business Saturday

November 26 • Shop Small Sunday

December 2 • Home for the Holidays:

Holiday Open House 11am-4pm

Santa Parade 4pm • Tree Lighting 5:30pm

December 31 • Fireworks

729 SE Fidalgo Ave
360-383-7357
STORE HOURS 

MON-THUR 11AM-5PM
FRI-SAT 11AM-5PM
SUNDAY-11AM-2PM

WHIDBEY ISLAND 
APPAREL 
STICKERS
PATCHES
JEWELRY 
SOAPS
CANDLES 
& MORE!

WHIDBEY ISLAND 
APPAREL 
STICKERS
PATCHES
JEWELRY 
SOAPS
CANDLES 
& MORE!

20% OFF
STOREWIDE 

Excluding $18 and under

T H E  C A S U A L  H O U S E
F A S H I O N  •  S L E E P W E A R

S H O E S  •  G I F T S
690 SE Pioneer Way •  360.675.2541
Open Sunday 11-4 • Monday 12-4

Fr iday & Saturday 10-5:30

WALK • SHOP • DINE • LOCAL

749 SE Pioneer Way • Oak Harbor

ENCHANTED YOU
IS EXPANDING!

830 SE Pioneer Way
Suite 107
Oak Harbor
360-679-3700
Hours: Wed-Sat 11-5:30

ALWAYS BUYING FINE & COSTUME JEWELRY



THANK YOU FOR READING WHIDBEY WEEKLY |  REDUCE ➡ REUSE ➡ RECYCLE

10 www.whidbeyweekly.com
LOCALLY OWNED LOCALLY OPERATED
AUGUST 31 - SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 WeeklyWhidbey

The Declaration of Independence

Questions? Please call 360-441-1415  for more information 
or email RepublicanWomenofNorthWhidbey@gmail.com

���������������������������������������������
Join us for a fun, entertaining and informative evening

learning about the signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 14, 6:30 p.m.
Best Western Plus | 33175 State Route 20

 
Sally Buckingham, of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 

has an engaging presentation you won’t want to miss!
Bring a friend or two. Everyone is welcome! 

Light refreshments and beverages will be provided.  

Sponsored by the Republican Women of North Whidbey

Annual Whidbey
Veterans 
Community 
Picnic!

Sunday, September 10th
12:00 to 4:00pm

All are Welcome – Veterans and Community!!
4632 Tompkins Road Langley WA

Enjoy the music of Bobby Silver and the Fat Daddys!!
Climate friendly venue with covered areas

Parking and access for all abilities
Beautiful Views on Saratoga Passage

Bring the whole family ** No pets please
IT’S ALL FREE... FOOD – BURGERS – BRAUTS 

and veggie options provided...
** You are welcome to bring your own eats if you have special diet needs

Hosted by the Whidbey 
Veterans Resource Center 

360-331-8081
whidbeyvrc@gmail.com 

www.whidbeyvrc.org

By Kathy Reed Whidbey Weekly

Anyone who can carry a tune and knows a few 
basics about reading music is encouraged to 
lend their voice to Whidbey Community Chorus 
for its winter season.

Registration will be held Sept. 10 and 17 for 
December performances and new members 
are encouraged to show up about 4:15 p.m. on 
either day at First United Methodist Church in 
Oak Harbor. Returning chorus members who 
have participated within the past four or five 
years may arrive between 4:30-4:45 p.m. for 5 
p.m. rehearsal. Rehearsals will continue from 
5 to 7 p.m. on Sunday evenings at FUMC until 
performances, which will be Dec. 7 and 8 at 
First Reformed Church in Oak Harbor. Cost to 
participate in the season is $40 per person. 

WCC choral director, Darren McCoy, said it’s 
important for those who have not participated 
before to arrive early.

“Most people want to know if this is an audi-
tion,” he explained. “Since we are not testing 
your ability to read music, it is not an audition.  
However, if a person cannot carry a melody, 
group singing in parts is going to be too much 
of a challenge. We call it a part test because 
many people aren’t really sure which part they 
should be in.”

McCoy said if people don’t have anything pre-
pared to sing, he will have them sing “America, 
the Beautiful” or “Silent Night.” No one else is 
in the room and following that, members will 
pay their dues, get their music and proceed to 
rehearsal. All members must provide their own 
black binder for music. 

Whidbey Community Chorus was started in 
2002 by FUMC’s music director at the time, 
Chet Hansen, and has seen tremendous growth 
and community appreciation throughout the 
years, according to one of its charter members.

“[Chet Hansen] felt it would be a great com-
munity outreach and allow anyone who loved 
choral music an opportunity to sing,” shared 

Mary Morgan. “Since then the group has con-
tinued to grow from the 23 singers who first 
showed up and community reaction has been 
incredible – we always have a full house, and 
there are many who never miss a concert.”

Organizers are currently looking for about 80 
voices to fill the chorus. In the past, McCoy said 
they had a waiting list, but COVID had a big 
impact on membership, which naturally ebbs 
and flows from season to season. 

“Membership fluctuates and like Forest Gump 
says, ‘You never know what you’re gonna 
get,’” he said. “Usually, the winter session and 
December concert has more singers and larger 
audiences. Our last Christmas concert was prac-
tically standing room only and FRC is the big-
gest concert venue in town.  After lockdown, 
the public was ready to attend live events.”  

One of the best things about being part of 
Whidbey Community Chorus, according to 
McCoy, is that people of all skill levels are wel-
come to participate.

“I’m proud of how this group can continually 
challenge experienced singers while still includ-
ing people who haven’t sung much in a choir,” 
he said. “It’s exciting to see a person join when 
they haven’t sung in a choir for decades. They 

get back on the proverbial bicycle and fit right 
in while exploring a wide variety of music.”

“What pleases me the most about what we’ve 
accomplished…is the fact that we have been 
able to accomplish our mission to provide 
Whidbey Island singers with an ever-evolving 
opportunity to perform and to promote public 
interest in live music for the past 20 years,” said 
Morgan. “And we’re still going strong.”

According to McCoy, the diversity of experience 
among WCC members also helps make the 
group stronger.

“I love the energy that comes from such a 
diverse group,” he said, mentioning a couple 
of chorus members by name. “People like 
Ellen Walton have performed all over the place 
for many years and will bring me informa-
tion like Latin translations, which helps with 
rehearsal. Then you have someone like Makayla 
Rossi, who was my student and is continuing to 
sing while pursuing her career. And then others 
who haven’t sung in 30-plus years but want to 
explore music again. I love how music brings all 
these people together with a common goal.  I 
think it embodies what we need right now as 
people and as a country.”

McCoy, who is also the choral director for 

Oak Harbor High School, said the community 
chorus can also provide important lessons to 
younger generations.

“I enjoy bringing my students to perform with 
WCC,” he shared. “Due again to COVID, OHHS 
has not performed with WCC since 2019 and 
I’m excited to bring them back. High schoolers 
tend to think that they won’t be able to sing 
after [completing] school. Joining with WCC 
shows that music is a lifelong pursuit. You can 
sing your whole life and it doesn’t have to stop 
when you graduate.”

Whidbey Community Chorus is also looking for 
people in the community with musical talent 
other than their voices. Organizers are looking 
to expand instrumentally.

 “Last year I teamed up with Sebastian Serra-
no-Ayala and he pulled together a small cham-
ber ensemble that accompanied [the chorus 
on] a few songs,” said McCoy. “The instruments 
pulled out more nuances in the music, espe-
cially if the piece was intended to be performed 
with more than a piano. I got to thinking about 
how wonderful this could be if we continued 
to develop the instrumental portion of the con-
cert.  Sebastian and Dana Carnes told me that 
there is interest in the community if I wanted to 
pursue making this a more permanent part of 
WCC. Dana is now a board member and will be 
working closely with Sebastian and myself to 
forge a path.”

Anyone interested in the WCC orchestra 
program can contact McCoy at dmccoy@ohsd.
net. For those seeking more information on the 
community chorus in general, visit whidbey-
communitychorus.org. WCC concerts are free 
to attend, although donations are welcome. 
Those interested in sponsoring particular songs 
can also contact McCoy via email.

“This is not just a chorus, it is a community, a 
commitment, a family of like-minded folks with 
the ability and desire to make beautiful music,” 
Morgan said. “Come to sing, have some fun and 
make new friends!”

Voices sought for community chorus’ winter season

Photo Courtesy of Whidbey Community Chorus 
All those interested in joining the Whidbey Community Chorus for its winter season are asked to register either Sept. 10 or 17 to join rehearsals for the chorus’ 
December performances. Members should be able to carry a melody and while not required, some ability to read music is helpful. Whidbey Community Chorus has 
two sessions each year; the winter season typically features a holiday-themed performance in December and the spring season’s theme varies each year.
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OHMF.Babes in Canyon: 

Recipe of  
the Week

Pizza tops the list of comfort foods people turn to when they want tasty meals or snacks. Enjoy 
this recipe for “Classic Cheese Pizza” courtesy of The Pioneer Woman and Leah Perez. 

CLASSIC CHEESE PIZZA (Yields 6 to 8 servings)

DIG INTO FUN 
FACTS ABOUT 
PIZZA

1 1⁄4 ounce packet active dry yeast

2 teaspoons granulated sugar

1 1⁄2 cup warm water (90-100°F)

4 cups all-purpose flour

2 teaspoons olive oil, divided, plus more for 
brushing

2 1⁄4 teaspoons kosher salt

1⁄4 cup grated parmesan cheese, divided

1 cup pizza sauce, divided

3 cups shredded low-moisture mozzarella 
cheese, divided

1 cup cubed fresh mozzarella cheese, divided

Fresh basil to serve

1. Sprinkle the yeast and sugar over the warm water in the bowl of a stand mixer. Whisk to 
combine and then let sit until bubbles have formed on the top, about 5 minutes. Add the flour, 
1 tablespoon of olive oil, and salt, and mix with the dough hook on low speed until the dough 
comes together, about 2 minutes. Scrape the bottoms and sides of the bowl. Increase the speed 
to medium-low until everything is well incorporated and the dough is sticky, 2 to 3 minutes more.

2. Drizzle the top of the dough and down the sides of the bowl with the remaining 1 tablespoon 
of olive oil. Use a rubber spatula to flip the dough to coat in the oil. Cover the bowl with plastic 
wrap and let it rise until doubled, about 1 hour and 30 minutes.

3. About 1 hour before you’re ready to make the pizza, place a pizza stone, steel, or an upside-
down baking sheet on the upper third rack of the oven. Preheat the oven to 500°F.

4. On a lightly floured work surface, cut the dough in half and form into tight rounds. To form a 
nice round, flatten the dough onto the circle. Flip it over and gently pull the round against the 
counter to form a taut ball. Place the rounds on a lightly floured baking sheet with enough space 
for them to rise and expand, about an hour.

5. Place a 14-inch piece of heavy-duty foil on top of an upside-down half-sheet pan. Lightly brush 
the foil with oil and dust with flour. While working with one round of dough, cover the other with 
plastic wrap.

6. On a well-floured surface, press one piece of dough into an 8-inch round with 1-inch outer 
lip. Carefully lift the dough with your hands, cupping the lip to keep from flattening it. Working 
quickly, rotate the edge of the dough through your hands in a clockwise motion, allowing gravity 
to stretch the dough into a round shape. Place the dough back on the flour and stretch it into a 
12-inch circle. Transfer to the prepared foil.

7. Sprinkle the surface of the pizza with 2 tablespoons of grated parmesan. Spread 1⁄2 cup pizza 
sauce over the parmesan, leaving a 1-inch border. Sprinkle the pizza with 11⁄2 cups of low-mois-
ture mozzarella and 1⁄2-cup cubed fresh mozzarella.

8. Using the upside down baking sheet as a pizza peel, transfer the pizza with the foil to the 
preheated baking stone. Bake until the crust is browned and the cheese is bubbling, 12 to 14 
minutes. Transfer pizza from the foil to a cooling rack. Brush the crust with olive oil, sprinkle the 
surface with basil leaves, and serve hot. Repeat the process for the other dough round.  

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Get outside and enjoy as much fresh air 
and exercise as possible this week, Aries. A 
weekly outdoors excursion can recharge the 
batteries and provide some time to reflect.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, it’s not possible to have everyone 
like you all of the time. Emotionally it can be 
difficult to accept that not everyone agrees 
with your point of view. Be who you are.

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Someone from your past might come back 
into your life, Gemini. Keep a lookout for 
someone who seems familiar, as it can be a 
way to reminisce for a bit.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 
Cancer, start conversations with all of the 
people you meet so you can learn about 
different backgrounds or cultures. You might 
learn something you didn’t know or try a new 
food.  

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, try to work the room when you are 
thrust into a social situation. You need to be 
a diplomat or politician if you want to be in 
good standing with as many people as possi-
ble. Put your best face forward.  

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
You know who you can trust, Virgo. Stay 
close to those people for the time being. 
Some difficulties with family members will 
arise and you may need to pick sides. 

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, after a whirlwind adventure, you may 
be glad to be back home. Vacations are 
nice and relaxing, but soon enough you may 
crave the familiarity of your own space.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, you have a calm energy around 
you this week. You can rest assured that the 
people you are dealing with have everything 
handled. They take care of business.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
There is a great opportunity knocking at your 
door, Sagittarius, so why not seize it? New 
things can be scary, but you have to dive in 
right now. 

CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Take stock of where you want to go in the 
future and start putting those plans together, 
Capricorn. You don’t have to figure every-
thing out, but try to map out a rough outline.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
You can quickly see when someone is put-
ting on an act, Aquarius. They may say one 
thing but mean another. This duplicity can be 
off-putting, but try to get along with others 
right now.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, you are in no danger of not being 
popular right now, so continue to enjoy all 
of the invitations you receive. You also can 
be proactive and throw your own party for 
friends.

WEEKLY HOROSCOPES

Box O�ce Opens At 4pm, 1st Movie Starts At Dusk (Approx 8:20pm)
11 & OVER $6.50*; KIDS 5-10 $1.00*; 4 & UNDER FREE *CASH PRICES

GO KARTS OPEN FRI 4PM TO DUSK, SAT & SUN NOON-DUSK
1403 N MONROE LANDING RD • OAK HARBOR 
360-675-5667 • www.bluefoxdrivein.com

SPECIAL: $2 off Chicken Phillys 
(while supplies last)

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Friday, Sept. 1 thru Sunday, Sept. 3

SPIDER-MAN: 
ACROSS THE SPIDER-VERSE (PG)

THE EQUALIZER 3 (R)
GRAN TURISMO (PG-13)

Triple Feature!
Triple Feature!

1321 SW Barlow St • Oak Harbor • 360-279-2226
Book A Party or Special Showing 360-279-0526

Book online: oakharborcinemas.com 

MOVIE SHOWTIMES 9/1 thru 9/5/23
GRAN TURISMO: BASED ON A TRUE STORY (PG-13):

Friday – Tuesday: 1:30pm, 4:10pm & 7:00pm
 BARBIE (PG-13):

Friday -Tuesday: 1:45pm , 4:25pm & 7:15pm
 THE EQUALIZER 3 (R):

Friday – Tuesday: 2:00pm , 4:40pm & 7:30pm
Closed Wednesday & Thursday:

Coming “Oppenheimer” and “The Nun 2”

Now Hiring AMAZING Drivers!

360.914.3250
24/7 Rides • Safe, Friendly & Reliable

www.therocktaxi.com

Like us on:

360-682-2341 • www.whidbeyweekly.com

Sundays In-Person; 10 am
5671 Crawford Rd, Langley

Zoom service link online
unityofwhidbey.org
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25th Annual Chum Run 
The 25th annual Chum Run will be 
held Saturday, Sept. 23 at South Whid-
bey Community Park’s forested trails off 
Maxwelton Road. Participants are welcome 
to walk, jog or run as they please. There 
will also be a free “Fry Run” for kids. Chil-
dren must be accompanied by an adult.

The race is an all-inclusive family event that 
is fun for all, from the energetic kid to the 
competitive runner. Prizes will be handed 
out to the first three male and female 
finishers in high school and middle school 
categories. Participants are encouraged 
to buy the 25th annual Chum Run T-shirt 
before the event.

Proceeds from the event will support the 
Healthy Island Youth Initiative (HIYI) Schol-
arship Program and South Whidbey Parks 
and Recreation District. The scholarship 
program provides Island County youth, 
whose families may find the cost of activi-
ties a barrier to participation, with funds to 
participate in sports and active programs 
such as soccer, baseball, dance classes, 
swim lessons, etc.

Race registration will take place from 8:00 
to 9:30am, with the Chum Run set to begin 
at 10:00am and Fry Run at 10:45am. The 
awards ceremony will be at 11:00am. Regis-
tration fees are $20 by Sept 17, $25 the 
week of the event, and $30 on the day 
of the race. This fee does not include a 
T-shirt, which can be purchased via the link 
on the registration website, Chum Run 5K 
2023 - South Whidbey Parks and Recre-
ation Department (swparks.org)

Kids’ registration (13 years and under) is 
$15.

Anyone interested in volunteering can visit 
www.swparks.org/chum-run or contact Liz 
Dickman at L.dickman@islandcountywa.
gov or 360-678-7935.

[Submitted by Keven Graves]

September is Eat Local Month 
Whidbey Island Grown Cooperative 
(WIGC) is excited to announce its third 
annual Eat Local Month in Septem-
ber. Eat Local Month is a celebration of 
food, farming, and community in Island 
County during our biggest harvest month, 
September. It’s an opportunity to connect 
with the many aspects of our local food 
system, from farmers and food producers 
to chefs and food artists, local businesses, 
and each other.

Learn about agriculture, seasonal eating, 
canning, and food preservation at farm 
tours, classes and markets. Visit farmers 
markets, farm stands, stores and the Food 
Hub for food and treats grown, raised and 
processed right here on Whidbey Island. 
Enjoy delicious, expertly prepared dishes 
at our many restaurants who source ingre-
dients locally. Bring the whole family out to 
festivals and harvest fairs on Whidbey and 
Camano Island. Learn about the impacts 
and importance of our local food system, 
and share your experience with our island 
community.

“We want to inspire our local commu-
nity and our visitors to see September 
as a time for eating local food, whether 
you’re cooking up a homemade meal or 
eating out,” said Shannon Bly, WIGC exec-
utive director. “Whidbey producers have 
so much to offer, and Eat Local Month is 
the chance to go out and explore our local 
food offerings.”

Eat Local Month events will include festi-
vals, farm tours, a self-guided farm stand 
tour, classes and workshops, farmers 
market activities, and more. Visit WIGC’s 
website for all activities (www.whidbeyis-
landgrown.com/eat-local-month).

In addition to special activities and events, 
WIGC’s website features resources to find 
local producers, local markets and local 
businesses where local food is grown, 
cooked and sold. 

Flyers for Eat Local Month are available for 
any business on the island to post in 

BITS ‘n’ PIECES ConTInuEd from PagE 5 their window. Each year, the flyer features 
a different local artist. This year’s artist is 
Katy Leigh.

Specific Events
Mutiny Bay Blues blueberry farm will host 
its third farm tour, including a tour of its 20 
acre blueberry farm with a chance to pick 
your own blueberries, and a tour of Sleepy 
Bee Farm’s vegetable farm, ending at the 
farm’s commercial kitchen, where Whidbey 
Island Ice Cream chocolate blueberry bars 
await attendees.

Lauren Fletcher of Mutiny Bay Blues said, 
“We love sharing what we do with the 
community! Farming is a labor of love 
and a lot of people don’t realize how 
much goes into producing the food they 
eat. It’s awesome to share that with them 
and open their eyes to the process. One 
customer at the farm stand recently told 
me ‘the farm tour was the best thing she 
has ever done on Whidbey.’ That sure put 
a smile on my face!”

Whidbey Farm and Market will hold its 
second annual CornFest event Sept. 16 
and 17. In addition to the market’s local 
food, ice cream, and other locally made 
products, there will be family friendly activ-
ities like a Corn Hole tournament and a 
corn maze.

“Corn Fest is a fun family day on the farm 
for all things corn! We will have live music, 
corn hole tournament, locally grown grilled 
corn on the cob, the debut of our pirate 
corn maze, food trucks and more!” said 
owner Shannon Hamilton.

The Whidbey Island Cider Festival at 
Pacific Rim Institute will make its post-
COVID return Sept. 30. The event will 
feature cider tastings, live music, family 
friendly activities, and tours of one of the 
last remaining native prairies in the Pacific 
Northwest.

“There truly is something for everyone 
at this unique event. If the wide array of 
ciders doesn’t quite fill the tasting desire, 
then you can go with craft beers, locally 
produced wines and spirits, and mead. 
For the special one in your group to whom 
alcohol doesn’t appeal, we have craft 
Kombucha for tasting! Food booths, live 
music, fascinating tours of the prairie and 
native plant center, education booths and 
children’s activities will keep you enjoying 
the day!” said Carol Heimgartner, co-orga-
nizer of the event.

Look for local at your favorite restaurants 
and markets, and on the WIGC Food Hub. 
The WIGC Food Hub is an online market-
place where over 50 local producers sell 
their fresh, local products, makes deliveries 
to markets like the Goose Grocer, Green-
bank Pantry, and 3 Sisters Market, as well 
as to restaurants such as Savory, Old Spots, 
Overboard, Oystercatcher, Gordon’s, and 
Captain Whidbey.

Regional Campaigns
Eat Local Month campaigns are currently 
going on in King, Whatcom, Skagit and 
Jefferson counties. More information 
about regional events can be found at 
https://eatlocalfirst.org/eat-local-month/.

Why Eat Local
Food grown or raised locally has a smaller 
carbon footprint because it doesn’t have 
to be transported or stored as long. Less 
travel and storage time means fresher, 
flavor packed food. Supporting local keeps 
farmland, farmers, and agricultural skills 
on island, ensuring preservation of our 
rural heritage and open space, as well as 
making us more resilient in case of emer-
gency. Visiting restaurants and stores with 
local products encourages those busi-
nesses to keep buying local for their ingre-
dients and products. Dollars spent at local 
businesses have been shown to circulate 
within the local economy, increasing the 
success and resilience of our community.

Learn more at www.whidbeyislandgrown.
com/why-eat-local.

[Submitted by Shannon Bly]

One of Bell’s “Only Friends” is bass player Terry 
Morgan, who grew up in Oak Harbor. Even in 
high school, Morgan had a gift for organizing 
music events, like a rock festival at the high 
school stadium when he was 18. He left Oak 
Harbor to attend the University of Washington 
and has been deeply involved in the music 
scene in the Seattle area for years now. As 
someone who has organized his fair share of 
music festivals and events, he said there’s noth-
ing quite as sweet as coming back to where it 
all started. 

“When I found out my friend Larry Mason – we 
played together in high school – was working 
on this, it was like fulfilling the dream,” he said. 
“We love coming back. It kind of brings it all 
back full circle. I get to see people I haven’t 
seen in decades, old friends, people I went to 
grade school with.”

Morgan said audiences can expect great music 
from LeRoy Bell and His Only Friends this 
weekend.

“I think our band is the best we’ve ever had,” 
he said. “We like to tear it up and give people 
something they’ve never heard before. LeRoy 
is such a great songwriter, and he allows the 
band to take artistic freedom in interpreting 
them, so the songs constantly evolve. And he 
has one of the most passionate voices in the 
industry. Come see us not just because you like 
music, but because you want to have a good 
time.”

New to the Oak Harbor Festival this year is 
the fledgling group Babes in Canyon, who 
also have an Oak Harbor connection. (www.
babesincanyon.com) Bass player Michelle Nuño 
lived in Oak Harbor for several years while 
growing up. We caught up with Nuño, along 
with bandmates Nathan Hamer and Amanda 
Ebert, by phone as they were on the road in 
Montana and Wyoming last week. Hamer is no 
stranger to the area either, having grown up in 
the Skagit Valley. He said it will feel good to be 
back on familiar turf.

“It’s going to feel great, after being away,” 
he said. “We always love coming back to the 
northwest. A home show is typically always the 
Seattle area, so it’s fun to play further up north, 
where Michelle and I are from.”

Babes in Canyon, who play Sunday at 2:15 
p.m. on the east stage, released their first EP 
in February. They are always working on new 
music and they hope Oak Harbor audiences will 
appreciate their unique sound.

“Its roots are kind of in folk, but it’s got almost a 
dance vibe,” described Nuño. “We’ve put a spin 
on what people think of as classic folk.”

 “Writing for Babes in Canyon feels like a way 
to be honest, a way to tell stories,” said Ebert, 
adding she is looking forward to playing this 
venue. “I love how communities seem to come 
together over water and music. I love there’s 
always that element of nature.”

“Nature is really what inspires and drives our 
music now,” Hamer said, adding that playing 
outdoor festivals like Oak Harbor ‘s is a good fit 
for their music. “It’s really fun, especially if we’re 
typically playing dark clubs. It’s a breath of fresh 
air, with a bunch of people having fun. There’s 
a different energy there. People are there 
because they love music and want to be part of 
that. It’s a really fun, energizing experience.”

Closing the festival at 5:30 p.m. Sunday will be 
headliner Tyler Bryant and the Shakedown.

“Tyler Bryant is an incredible and gifted guitar 
player. His band Tyler Bryant and The Shake-
down is a true, back to basics, rock n’ roll band 
like I grew up with,” said Larry Mason. “There 
are no tracks, [just] two guitars, bass and drums. 
The classic lineup! The band grew up in the 
traditional rock n’ roll setting which translates 
to their live performances. Their performance 
will take the town captive!”

Other highlights of the music festival this week-
end include the popular teen talent showcase 
Sunday at 12:15 p.m., and look for the Buskers 
Cove Stage as well, which will feature additional 
acoustic music Saturday and Sunday. 

Though the festival may come to an end 
Sunday evening, the work to inspire the com-
munity with the power of music will continue. 

“The power of music continues through two 
programs that encourage equal access to this 
inspiration, both applicable for Island County,” 
said Cynthia Mason. “We have our scholarship, 
in addition to our newly created Quarter Note 
Fund for fifth and sixth grade students who 
do not have the means to have an instrument. 
We’ve awarded over $75,000 in scholarships 
since our inception and $10,000 in the Quarter 
Note Fund just this last year.”

And to think, this free, premiere music weekend 
is all done with volunteers.

“From setting up the stage, hanging banners, 
distributing posters, pouring beers, clean up, 
breakdown and everything in between, our 
festival simply would not exist if it weren’t for 
our volunteers,” Cynthia said. “We cannot thank 
each one of them, over the last 11 years and 
the years to come, for being the heartbeat of 
this festival.”

Find more details and a complete performance 
lineup at oakharborfestival.com. 

MUSIC continued from page 2

Kendall Rock Photo Courtesy of Babes in Canyon 
Babes in Canyon will bring their unique folk style to the Oak Harbor Music Festival for the first time, appearing Sunday at 2:15 p.m. on the Island Thrift Stage.

Photo Courtesy of Oak Harbor Music Festival 
Just like they have nearly every year, LeRoy Bell and His Only Friends will entertain crowds at the Oak Harbor Music Festival again this year. The band plays at 7:15 
p.m. Saturday.
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We’re Open For
Your Printing Needs

Call or Email
Us Today!

Full Service
Graphic Design
& Printing!

In addition to being your favorite source
for news and events on the island 

we are now your source for:

1131 SE Ely Street • Oak Harbor • 360-682-2341
advertise@whidbeyweekly.com

www.whidbeyweekly.com

Logos • Brochures • Flyers
Posters • Business Cards
Loyalty Cards • Postcards

Mailers • Rack Cards
Magnets • Cards • Invitations
Printing • Copying • Folding
Comb Binding • Laminating

Cutting • Direct Mail Services

Life
Tributes

Delores Lorriane (Wadsworth) Crane
Delores Lorriane (Wadsworth) Crane, 86, of Oak 
Harbor, passed away peacefully July 31, 2023 at 
Regency Memory Care. The third of nine children, 
Delores was born March 7, 1937, in Moose Jaw, 
Saskatchewan. Delores attended school in Moose 
Jaw then continued on to nursing school. Graduat-
ing from Union Hospital Nursing School in 1958, she 
began working at the General Hospital in Abbots-
ford, B.C. After meeting her future husband, Ray 

Crane, she relocated to Seattle, Wash., and began working at Swedish 
Hospital.

Delores and Ray were married Dec. 31, 1959. Delores touched the lives 
of countless patients at Swedish for over 30 years. Retiring in 1993, she 
moved full time to Whidbey Island. Delores embraced the simple plea-
sures of life. She enjoyed gardening and delighted in making home-
made jams and pies from her berries and apples. Her family and friends 
anticipated her wonderful jams, baked cookies and desserts.

Family was the cornerstone of Delores’ life, and she treasured every 
moment spent with her loved ones. She is survived by her two devoted 
sons, Scott (Rhonda) Crane of Bothell, Wash., and Kevin (Kim) Crane 
of Bremerton, Wash. Delores adored her four granddaughters: Kelsey 
Crane of Castle Rock, Colo.; Hailey Crane of Parachute, Colo.; Ashley 
Crane of Bothell; and Kira Crane of Bremerton. She was a dear sister 
to Sandra Wray of Warman, Saskatchewan; Linda Wagner of Regina, 
Saskatchewan; and Brian (Geraldine) Wadsworth of Moose Jaw; and 
in-laws Joanne Wadsworth of Peterborough, Ontario and Suezanne 
Wadsworth of Bowser, B.C.; and Auntie to many nieces and neph-
ews. Delores was preceded in death by her beloved husband Ray in 
1985, shortly after celebrating their 25th anniversary. She also mourned 
the loss of her parents, Albert “Waddy” and Winnifred “Winnie” 
Wadsworth, as well as five brothers and five in-laws, Leonard “Len” 
(Eileen), Howard “Bud” (Emma), Dale, Gary (Sharon), Lynn, Norm Wray 
and Larry Wagner.

Delores’ nurturing spirit, both in her profession and personal life, 
touched the lives of many. She will be fondly remembered for her 
hospitality, her sense of humor, feisty spirit and the cherished moments 
shared with family and friends.

Honoring Delores’ wishes, there will be no public services. Memorials 
may be made to one of her favorite charities: American Cancer Society, 
Shriners, Fred Hutch Cancer Research Center, Heart and Stroke Foun-
dation, MS Society or Wounded Warriors.

Life Tributes can now be found  
online at www.whidbeyweekly.com
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2 6 8 4

5 3

3 2 8 6

6 4 9 2 7

7 5 8 3 9

8 9 5 6

2 6

5 6 4 1

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.58)
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Every row of 9 numbers 
must include all digits  
1 through 9 in any order
Every column of 9 numbers 
must include all digits 1 
through 9 in any order
Every 3 by 3 subsection 
of the 9 by 9 square must 
include all digits 1 through 9

On a scale from 1 to 10...5.8

Answers on page 15

CLUES ACROSS
1. Outsourcing 

(abbr.)

4. Post

8. German city on 
edge of Black 
Forest

10. “__, but good-
ie”

11. Spiced stew

12. Passionately

13. Monetary units

15. Group of living 
organisms

16. Organic com-
pound derived 
from ammonia

17. High honors

18. 5-year-olds’ 
classes

21. Swiss river

22. Old woman

23. Cash machine

24. A way to soak

25. Hair product

26. Deride

27. “The Blonde 
Bombshell”

34. Cause to be-

come insane

35. Bluish greens

36. Supported with 
money

37. Type of equation

38. Court officials

39. Indian god

40. Rids

41. Leak slowly 
through

42. Units of ionizing 
radiation

43. Midway be-
tween south and 
southeast

CLUES DOWN
1. Native of Slovakia

2. Deli meat

3. Fibrous sub-
stance in fungi

4. Cutting

5. Vedder and Van 
Halen

6. Horror comic 
novelist

7. Rulers of Tunis 

9. Shaped like a 
circle

10. Make a pig of 

oneself

12. Aphorism

14. Witness

15. Single Lens 
Reflex

17. Freshwater 
North American 
fish

19. Nautical ropes

20. Leg (slang)

23. Pokes holes in

24. Moved quickly 
on foot

25. Fix-it shops

26. Type of bread

27. Repaired

28. Synthetic dia-
mond (abbr.)

29. Type of drug 
(abbr.)

30. German city 
along the Rhine

31. Animal disease

32. Martini necessi-
ties

33. Get away from

34. Village in Mali

36. Djibouti franc

Answers on page 15

YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS OURS WEATHER FORECAST
Thurs, August 31

North Isle

H-63°/L-54°
Cloudy

 

South Isle

H-64°/L-58°
Mosty Cloudy

Fri, Sept. 1
North Isle

H-68°/L-56°
Cloudy with  

PM Sunbreaks

South Isle

H-68°/L-58°
Mostly Cloudy

Sat, Sept. 2
North Isle

H-68°/L-56°
Partly Sunny

South Isle

H-75°/L-58°
Partly Sunny

Sun, Sept. 3
North Isle

H-66°/L-53°
Showers

South Isle

H-66°/L-53°
Showers

Mon, Sept. 4
North Isle

H-62°/L-52°
Showers

South Isle

H-65°/L-52°
Showers

Tues, Sept. 5
North Isle

H-63°/L-50°
Cloudy

South Isle

H-66°/L-53°
Cloudy

Wed, Sept. 6
North Isle

H-64°/L-51°
Mostly Sunny

South Isle

H-67°/L-51°
Sunny

   OUR 
Community
An Upbeat Question 
of the week
By Helen Mosbrooker

Thinking of this upcoming Labor Day weekend,  
how did you decide to do the work you are now doing?

Greg Roberts, Oak Harbor
After returning from Vietnam, I had no idea what I wanted 
to do with my life. Fortunately, I got the chance to train 
with Smith and Wesson to become a warranty repairman. 
Along with that I also got the chance to train at Colt and 
Dan Wesson Arms. With that training, I have been involved 
in the gunsmithing and firearm business ever since. It’s been 
an interesting 52 years so far. I moved to Whidbey Island to 
continue my firearms career at Greene’s Gun Shop.

Bailey Griffith, Oak Harbor
My deciding to volunteer at Central Whidbey Island Fire 
and Rescue was really due to me wanting to put some roots 
down here on the Island. My girlfriend and I just bought a 
home here and I fell in love with everything about the island, 
so I wanted to give back! I just happened to meet one of the 
full-time firefighter’s dads while I was at work and decided 
to volunteer. It’s been a lot of fun and rewarding getting to 
work with the great people at CWIFR, and I really hope I can 
make a career out of it! Volunteering has been time consum-
ing but nothing I can’t handle. That paired with my current 
employer, Surety Pest Control, really working with my erratic 
schedule. I absolutely couldn’t do it without the support from my family, CWIFR, Surety 
Pest Control or the community.

Cmdr. Jordan Brye, Oak Harbor
I come from a proud military family history – my grandfa-
ther retired as a colonel and served for 30 years in the U.S. 
Army during World War II, Korea and Vietnam, and met 
my grandmother while she was serving as one of the first 
members of the Women’s Army Corps. My father was a 
combat C-130 pilot in the Air Force during Vietnam, and 
my siblings each currently serve as members of the Marine 
Corps, Air Force, and Army.  As a child growing up on a 
farm in Ohio, my parents always reiterated the importance 
of service and of serving something greater than yourself, 
but, at the time, I didn’t think that would mean a career in the military. However, I was a 
junior in high school when the terrorist attacks of 9/11 occurred, and something changed 
in me that day. Both my father and uncle were airline pilots, and easily could’ve been on 
any of those four aircraft that were overtaken. I decided I wanted to do something more 
to protect my family and my country in hopes that I could prevent a 9/11 type terrorist 
event from ever occurring again. I endeavored that I would serve in any capacity I could 
and found myself as a Midshipman at the U.S. Naval Academy less than two years later. 
Thanks to the incredible support from my amazing wife and four children, I’ve now been 
in the Navy for a total of 20 years, serving as a Naval Flight Officer in the Maritime Patrol 
and Reconnaissance Force for the past 15 years, where I’m proud to don the nation’s 
cloth each and every day in defense of this country and all that she holds dear.
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GARAGE/ESTATE SALES
Community Yard Sales, 
Saturday, Sept. 2, 9am-3pm, 
2486 Soundview Dr, Langley. 
Come explore the multi-fam-
ily yard sales at Useless Bay 
Colony and Soundview Drive. 
Many quality treasures, 
including original art, 7.5’ 
custom designed trestle 
table & other furniture, 
queen size aerobed, his & her 
bikes, outdoor garden tiles 
& unique household items. 
Please, no early birds. Cash, 
Carry & Enjoy!                          

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Tuesdays at the Student 
& Family Support Center, 
Coupeville Schools! Learning 
Fun: Come join us every 
Tuesday as we explore the 
world around us! From 11 am  
to 1 pm every week, staff is 
present and excited to teach 
students about different top-
ics through touch, taste, art, 
physical activity and more! 
Open to all ages. Teen Yoga: 
Every Tuesday, Island County 
Human Services provides 
an hour of FREE yoga for 
teens ages 11 to 21 years. No 
experience or equipment re-
quired. Located at Coupeville 
Middle/High School Campus, 
501 S Main St, Annex 301. 
Questions? Contact Arianna 
Bumgarner at 262-528-3774 
or studentsupport@coupe-
ville.k12.wa.us.
Lions clubs are volunteers 
serving our community 
through various projects. 
Come and visit us at one of 
our meetings – both meet 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays. 
North Whidbey Lions meet at 
noon at the VFW Post, 3037 
Goldie Rd. in Oak  Harbor. 
Oak Harbor Lions meet at 7 
p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 155 
NE Ernst St. in Oak Harbor. 
LIONS motto is “WE SERVE.” 
This is an opportunity to help 
your neighbors and have fun 
doing it.
Think you may be pregnant? 
Stop by Whidbey Island 
Women’s Clinic for free preg-
nancy testing. We are also 
here to support our commu-
nity with diapers, formula, 
baby clothes, and more. All 
our services are free. Open 
Tue and Thu, 10am-4pm, and 
Wed, noon-7pm. Located at 
670 SE Midway Blvd in Oak 
Harbor.  
Be the difference in a 
child’s life and become a 
foster parent today! Service 
Alternatives is looking for 
caring, loving, and support-
ive families to support foster 
children. 425-923-0451 or 
mostermick@servalt-cfs.com
The Whidbey Island com-
munity is encouraged to 
try out the paddling sport 

of dragon boating with 
the Stayin’ Alive team. Our 
team’s mission is to promote 
the physical, social, and 
emotional benefits of dragon 
boating. It has been shown 
to be especially beneficial 
to cancer survivors. Practice 
with us for up to 3 times for 
free. Life-jackets and paddles 
provided. Saturdays at the 
Oak Harbor Marina, 8:45am. 
Contact njlish@gmail.com. 
More info at our Facebook 
Page: www.facebook.com/
NorthPugetSoundDragon-
BoatClub?ref=hl

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
We need you! Looking for 
volunteers for the Fort Fes-
tiveFall at Fort Casey. Volun-
teers needed for corn maze, 
pie-eating contest, cakewalk 
and other activities Sept. 23. 
Please email us at Keeper-
sofAHL@gmail.com for more 
information. 
Volunteer for Island Shake-
speare Festival! Many hands 
help keep the island’s only 
outdoor classical summer 
theater going and growing! 
Can you help? There are 
many opportunities through-
out the year to join the ISF 
family as a volunteer. These 
opportunities are a great way 
to get acquainted with the 
organization. • Distribute Ad 
Packets and Posters for our 
Summer Season • Produc-
tion: Help set up Henry 
the Tent/Help with scenic 
painting, props, or costumes 
• Front of House: Usher, gate, 
greeter, sell snacks • House 
an Artist: Actors/Designers 
need free housing June-
Sept./Or partial summer • 
Loan a Vehicle: Actors are 
housed on various areas of 
the island and need loaner 
cars; can you help? • Work 
at the Bard’s Boutique: This 
fun and easy volunteer job 
is at the Bayview Cash Store 
and requires only a few hours 
per week. • Become a Board 
Member: Development/Out-
reach/Special Skills. Please 
contact Angelica, angelica.
metcalfe@islandshake-
spearefest.org, if interested 
in volunteering.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Island County (BBBSIC) is ac-
tively seeking new member(s) 
for its board of directors. Join 

the board’s exciting array 
of professionals! BBBSIC is 
seeking individuals who are 
committed to defending 
the potential of youth in our 
community through their 
time, skill sets, and influence 
in the community. To com-
plement the existing board, 
candidates with expertise in 
accounting, law, nonprofit 
management, networking, or 
fundraising are of particular 
interest. Committed to di-
versifying its board to better 
represent our community, 
BBBSIC encourages BIPOC 
and LGBTQIA community 
members to inquire. Please 
contact admin@bbbsis-
landcounty.org for more 
information. 
If you are looking for a 
meaningful volunteer op-
portunity, look no further! 
When you volunteer at one of 
the Habitat for Humanity of 
Island County stores, you are 
helping local families attain 
decent, affordable housing. 
Income from the stores is 
vital to giving families a 
path to homeownership. 
We need people who can 
commit to help out in our 
Oak Harbor or Freeland store 
at least two-hours per week. 
Schedules are flexible. Our 
friendly volunteers provide 
customer service, help with 
receiving donated house-
hold items and furniture, 
and maintain the store. We 
also need drivers and driver 
helpers who will profession-

ally represent Habitat as they 
pick up donated items using 
our trucks. Please call either 
store for more information. 
Oak Harbor: 360-675-8733, 
Freeland: 360-331-6272.
College student? Student of 
history? History buff? Op-
portunities are available to 
spend constructive volunteer 
hours at the Pacific North-
west Naval Air Museum. 
Go to www.pnwnam.org 
and click on “Volunteer” or 
just stop by and introduce 
yourself.
Mother Mentors needs volun-
teers! Oak Harbor families 
with young children need 
your help! Volunteer just a 
couple of hours a week to 
make a difference in some-
one’s life! To volunteer or get 
more info, email wamother-
mentors@gmail.com or call 
360-321-1484. 

JOB MARKET
Island Transit is Hiring! If you 
are looking for a solid career 
with great pay and benefits 
including two retirement 
plans, we are hiring. Visit 
www.islandtransit.org/em-
ployment to apply. Island 
Transit is a drug and alcohol 
free workplace and an equal 
employment opportunity 
employer.

ANIMALS/SUPPLIES
If you or someone you know 
needs help in feeding pet(s), 
WAIF Pet Food Banks may be 
able to help. Pet Food Banks 

are located at WAIF thrift 
stores in Oak Harbor (465 NE 
Midway Blvd) and Freeland 
(1660 Roberta Ave) and are 
generously stocked by dona-
tions from the community. If 
you need assistance, please 
stop by.

WANTED
WANTED: We buy running 
or not! We recycle cars, 
trucks, motorhomes, travel 
trailers, motorcycles, boats, 
tractors, dump trucks and 
much more. Free estimates 
on junk removal and junk 

vehicle removal. TJ’s Recy-
cling, 360-678-4363 
Art, Antiques & Collectibles. 
Cash paid for quality items. 
Call or text 360-661-7298
Always buying antiques, 
collectibles, sporting 
goods, tools, garden equip-
ment, furniture, vehicles, 
tractors and boats. Cash 
paid at loading out. 45 
years experience. 360-678-
5888 or text 360-969-1948. 
Was your Dad or Gramps in 
Japan or Germany? I collect 
old 35 mm cameras and 
lenses. Oak Harbor, call 970-
823-0002
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2 9 5 3 6 1 8 7 4
6 1 8 5 7 4 2 3 9
4 7 3 2 9 8 1 6 5
8 6 1 4 5 9 3 2 7
3 4 9 6 2 7 5 1 8
7 5 2 8 1 3 4 9 6
1 8 7 9 3 5 6 4 2
9 2 4 1 8 6 7 5 3
5 3 6 7 4 2 9 8 1
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No Cheating!

SERVICE directory
CARPET CLEANING

CARPET CLEANING PROCESS
CALL TODAY 360-240-0111CALL TODAY 360-240-0111

HARNESS THE POWER OF CITRUS
Powerful Results

Minimal Moisture Means Fast-Drying
Environmentally Friendly

COUNSELING

Island 
Sound
Counseling
Faith Franz, MSW, MEd, LICSW
• Couples Therapy & 
 Discernment Counseling
• Trauma Counseling-Accelerated 
 Resolution Therapy
• Adoption Home Study 
 Assessments

         360-450-6401
faith@islandsoundcounseling.com
www.islandsoundcounseling.com
380 SE Pioneer Way, Ste 205, Oak Harbor

EXCAVATION

206-747-5606
jhfields33@gmail.com
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • CC FIELDEL772BT
CCSI Construction Contractor

EXCAVATOR FOR HIRE
FIELDS EXCAVATION, LLC

LANDSCAPING/LAWN

360-504-6606
callmyguysteve@gmail.com • MYGUYG*79INS

CALL

LANDSCAPING, FENCE AND REPAIR
CEDAR DECK REMODEL  

WINDOW CLEANING

360-675-3005
www.crystalcleanwindowswhidbey.com

FREE ESTIMATES • LICENSED & INSURED

Windows
Gutters
Roof

ANYWHERE ON WHIDBEY

Windows
Gutters
Roof

To advertise in the 
service directory, 
call 360-682-2341  

or email publisher@
whidbeyweekly.com

THIS 
SIZE 
JUST

per week

$10



$8995 $8995 $8995

$7995*
4 cyl

$8995*
6 cyl

$9995*
8 cyl

$11995

UP TO

 

Most cars up to 5 qts. 5W20, 5W30, 10W30.  Other grades extra. Some filters cost extra. 
Vehicles with Skid Plates may be extra. Plus $1 Environmental Disposal Fee. 

$5995
Full 

Synthetic

$4995
Includes 4X4 & SUV $1*

Per gallon
of Unleaded

Limited Time Only
*Ask for details

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
Flat Rate Auto Repair 

only $8995 per hour
always

FREE ESTIMATES!
At Hilltop Service Center we only repair 

and replace parts that are needed. 
We will not oversell or install unnecessary 

parts. We are highly trained brake 
technicians, not high pressure sales people.

NEED BRAKES?
WE CAN SAVE YOU UP TO $250 
ON BRAKE SERVICE 
VERSUS OUR 
COMPETITORS.
WARRANTIED 
AT 30K 
LOCATIONS 
NATIONWIDE.

Flushes Radiator, Engine Block, 
Heater Core & Hoses to -35o below.

Brake Flush $89.95, Clutch Flush $89.95, Power Steering 
Flush $89.95, Front Diff Flush $89.95, Rear Diff Flush $89.95. 

Transmission Flush $89.95, Transfer Case Flush $89.95, 
Final Drive Flush $89.95 Manual Transmission  Flush 89.95

HILLTOP AUTO SERVICE • 360-675-7011
826 S.E. MIDWAY BLVD • OAK HARBOR • SERVING WHIDBEY ISLAND SINCE 1957

GAINING TRACTION. EARNING TRUST. DELIVERING EXCELLENCE.

MAXIMUM OFF-ROAD 
TRACTION BUILT FOR THE 

TOUGHEST TERRAIN

ALL-TERRAIN, 
ALL-WEATHER RUGGED 

CAPABILITY

RUGGED CROSSOVER 
CAPABILITY ENGINEERED 

FOR ADVENTURE

RUGGED ALL-SEASON 
DURABILITY BUILT FOR 

TODAY’S PICKUP TRUCKS

PEAK PERFORMANCE 
INSPIRED BY 
ENTHUSIASTS

COMPETITION-PROVEN 
PERFORMANCE FOR 

ENTHUSIASTS

SUMMER ULTRA HIGH 
PERFORMANCE

WILDPEAK M/T WILDPEAK A/T3W WILDPEAK A/T TRAIL WILDPEAK H/TO2 AZENIS RT660 AZENIS RT615K+ AZENIS RFK510


