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The Whidbey Veterans Resource Center
provides free help to Veterans
and their families

During this season of giving, please help
us support the men and women who
served our country

Please donate and learn about our free
services for Veterans and their families at:

whidbeyvrc.org

The Whidbey Veterans Resource Center is a local,
nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, located in the South
Whidbey Community Center in Langley WA. Contact us
at whidbeyvrc@gmail.com or (360) 331-8081

KEEP THIS NEWSPAPER GOING
CONTRIBUTE TODAY!
Whidbeyi\:\/eem;/

Scan Here
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Thank you for supporting these always free community newspapers. °”n';x:;)’;‘:e”rfty
Coming soon, new looks, more content, and more resources for you! | Thankyout
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HELP US KEEP THE WHEELS
TURNING HIR WHIDBEY!

$8,600
~ —s6.000

N —$4,800
~ —$3,600
—$2400
— $1800
—$1200
— $600

AT WHIDBEY WEEKLY, we BELIEVE IN RECYCLING — AND THAT INGLUDES OUR DELIVERY VAN. IF THE
FRAME IS SOUND, WE BELIEVE A VEHICLE DESERVES TO BE RECONDITIONED AND KEPT ON THE ROAD FOR AS LONG
AS POSSIBLE.

IT’S TIME FOR A NEW ENGINE on ouR FAITHFUL 2003 OLDSMOBILE SILHOUETTE.
THE cosT oF PARTS AnD LABOR IS ESTIMATED AT $8,600 OUT THE DOOR.

THIS PURCHASE IS ESSENTIAL 70 KEEPING OUR LOCAL NEWS IN PRINT ACROSS WHIDBEY.
THOUSANDS OF READERS PICK UP THEIR FREE COPIES EVERY WEEK FROM LOCATIONS ACROSS THE
ISLAND — AND THIS VAN MAKES THAT POSSIBLE.

WE'RE ASKING FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT

FROM ALL WHO ARE ABLE TO CONTRIBUTE:

SEND CHECKS OR MONEY ORDERS T0:
WHIDBEY WEEKLY

P.0. BOX 1098, OAK HARBOR, WA, 98277

® ?'.;.%@

OR DONATE THROUGH OUR ONGOING GOFUNDME

660-682-8283 . www.whidbeyweekly.cony

BY SCANNING THE QR CODE. :'ﬂ
THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT AND READERSHIP. ; . I"
WE ARE HONORED TO SERVE YOU. ' o
( N )
. Like us on: Wh|clbeyﬁVee Kly
K] facebook. & Follow us on
| O :&t{lgﬂ(lm
Whidbeyﬁ\\Neekly :
\@WhidbeyWeeklyNovb

DONATIONS NEEDED

We could use your help

with these items:
320z boxes of pancake mix
syrup

family size cans of fruit
cake/cookie mixes
frosting

DEGEPTION.PASS
< TOWING

'360-929.2862

3063 OAK HARBOR RD - OAK HARBOR, WA 98277

E®
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City of ?‘k Harbor Recelves Washington State Auditor’s
Stewar ip Award (SASA) c

The City of Oak Harbor has been awarded the State Auditor's Stewardship Award, | ¢
recognizing the City's commitment to fiscal responsibility, accountability, and

transparency in managing public resources. ;é
Between August and late October 2025, the City underwent its annual financial audit -
conducted by the State Auditor's Office (SAO). During this period, the City's finance
team collaborated closely with state auditors to review the accuracy of financial |
transactions and reporting, federal grant management, and other City processes. The g4,

audit concluded with exceptional results. p.m

The award is presented to government entities that demonstrate excellence in financial Clin
management, maintain clean audit results, and exhibit strong internal controls. It also |,
recognizes a proactive commitment to improving operational practices and working

wWoc
cooperatively with auditors to safeguard public funds.

quit
“I'm incredibly honored that our City received this award, it's incredibly validating for all by
of the hard work that the finance team and other key members put in throughout 2024 viny
and 2025,” said Ashley Ramos, City of Oak Harbor Accounting Manager and audit lead. yyp
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The City earned the award for its outstanding responsiveness and collaboration during GAl
the audit process, especially while managing the implementation of a new enterprise Sun
resource planning (ERP) system. The finance team was also commended for leadership 1:0C
in advancing financial reporting and best practices. 353

Key participants in this year's audit included David Goldman, Deputy City Administrator Exp
& Finance Director; Ashley Ramos, Accounting Manager; Chas Webster, Financial darl
Planning & Operations Manager; Wendy Horn, Grants Administrator; Heidi Childs, thrc
Senior Accountant, Rachel Steckle, Human Resources Generalist & Payroll; Sandra Place, fore
Administration Manager; Philip Esqueda, Capital Project Manager; Tony Slowik, Police colc

Chief; and Tammy Glover, Records Specialist. bloc

f
The City also extends its appreciation to Adrian Gonzales, Staci Baier, Kimberly Schmal, ir:e?/

Emma House, Julie Nester, Macalle Finkle, Marianne Ledgerwood, Stephanie Lee- and
Saunders, Mayor Ronnie Wright, and Mayor Pro Tempore Tara Hizon for their invaluable higt
support throughout the audit process.

BIO
The City of Oak Harbor will continue its dedication to financial excellence and
transparency principles that ensure the responsible use of public funds and continued
trust within the community. CoL
CoL
Embrace service to strengthen Whidbey Lea

Service has long been part of Whidbey Island’s character. For many who have worn a 0¢ce
uniform—active duty, veterans, first responders, and their families—service comes more 1
naturally, shaped by discipline, camaraderie, and shared responsibility. But the privilege biol

of serving isn't limited to those with a uniformed tradition. It belongs to all of us. or
acc
Community service doesn't require grand gestures or philanthropic funds. It happens in

the simplest acts: cooking a meal for someone who's struggling, helping a neighbor get
to an appointment, visiting a resident in a care facility, or stepping in when a family needs
support. These small moments build trust, connection, a stronger sense of belonging
and often a renewed sense of purpose.

For those who haven't yet experienced the fulfillment of helping a neighbor, the invitation
is wide open. Personal, volunteer service is a powerful force—one that strengthens
community far more than any program or grant. Every act of kindness sends a ripple
outward.

Let's encourage each other to show up, get our hands dirty, and care for one another in
tangible ways. Service isn't merely a duty; it's an opportunity to grow together and shape
the kind of community we all want to live in.

- }S‘S’lﬂl"ﬁ Market « The lﬂumgw Bottom Iine: Everyone can serve. And when we do, Whidbey becomes a better, more
compassionate place for all of us.
« Aqua Gifts « Little Red Hen George Saul
¥ hayleat' » Madrona Blossom Board Member, Whidbey Community Foundation; Oak Harbor, WA
« The Beauty Cove « Molka Xete
- Beaver Tales Coffee  + Osprey Fish Co. Pllukllteo/CIm on ferry service to bf susgended midda
& The wch or nine days for construction in ear
ca : O}'S'[CFC& cr Closures start after morning commute with service resumlng in time for afternoon
« Callen’s Restaraunt  « Pacific Northwest commute
* CUUpL’\-’!]]E Chamber Art School Washington State Ferries will begin in-water work at the Mukilteo ferry terminal in
January 2026 to repair and reposition a key ferry landing structure. The work require
of Commerce + Penn Cove Ga]lm‘y shutting down ferry service during midday for four hours over nine days. It will also affec
« The Crow’s Roost » Penn Cove Outfitters overnight schedules in January and February.
« Crabby Coffee « Rain Shadow Nursery Midday schedule changes
« Front Street Grill & Hardware . ;a;O. 6,8,9, 113, 16 a.ndClT.eb. 3,4, 6,9, ferry service will pause from:
d : .m. t .m. t
- FrontStreet Realty  « Sea Bre’s Yarn Shop . ° tm 1030 p-m- M'nk_in
oldie’ = ] . a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Mukilteo
- die’s : Dﬂp Late-night scheduFI)e changes
’ H.lng ’ 10'?)"!: 1 e Jan. 19-23, 26-30 and Feb. 16-20, overnight sailings will be adjusted:
& Letters « A Touch of Dutch " IS
e Lastsailing from Clinton: 11:30 p.m.
i{ingﬂsher Bookstore V_Baquue e lastsailing from Mukilteo: 12:15 a.m.
» Harbor Glfts * “’WDﬂg Paddle Co Weather and fog could affect this schedule. Workers must have good visibility whil
« The Honey Bear « Whidbey Provisions driving piles so marine mammal monitors can have a clear view to watch for protected
The Laughlng species that may enter the area. This would cause a temporary work stoppage.

If dates change due to weather, marine mammals or other unexpected reasons, WS
Admiral will share alternate dates online schedule and through rider alerts and on X and Bluesky,
Find more details about the schedule in this Travel Alert Bulletin.

Onboard drop-in sessions

WSF staff will hold two drop-in sessions to answer your questions about this project. Join
us in the Galley and ask all your ferry questions.

e Dec. 18, 2025 - Departing from Clinton: 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
e Dec. 30, 2025 - Departing from Mukilteo: 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Brought 1o 6w
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WHIDBEY ISLAND DANCE THEATRE

cial LITTLE BIG FEST WINTER SOUL-STICE

The Saturday, December 20, 4:00 p.m. - 10:00
p.m.

cial Clinton Hall, Central Avenue, Clinton

a_Iso Celebrate the Winter Solstice with live music,
N woodfired pizza and DJs, including a classical
guitar set by Zach Van Lue, a full band set

>r all by Seattle’'s Panda Conspiracy and a closing
2024 vinyl DJ set, with tickets available in advance.

ead. WINTER SOLSTICE WALK AT MEERKERK
srise Sunday, December 21
ship 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

3531 Meerkerk Lane, Greenbank

ator Experience the beauty of nature at the
cial darkest time of year on this guided walk
ilds, through the curated gardens and legacy
ace, forest, highlighting evergreens, wildlife,
Slice colorful berries and rhododendrons in

bloom. Reservations required; $15 adults,

free for children under 13. Dress for weather
mal, i warm layers, water-resistant shoes, hats
Lee- 5ng gloves. Walks may be cancelled due to
able high winds.

BIO-GLOW AND SEA LAB WITH SOUND
and WATER STEWARDS
ued Monday, December 22, 2 to 4 p.m.
Coupeville Library, 788 NW Alexander St,
Coupeville

Learn about bioluminescence in the world's
rn a oceans and the Salish Sea, use microscopes
ore to view plankton, and explore a special
lege bioluminescent tent in this drop-in program
for all ages; children 11 and younger must be

" accompanied by a caregiver. Free.

WATCH
REPAIR &
BATTERIES

Allow Linds to help
you with all your watch
repair and watch
battery needs.

All repair estimates
are FREE.

Uiy

1609 E. Main St « Freeland « 360-221-6111

www.lindswhidbeyisland.com
Monday-Saturday 10-5, Closed Sunday

: Widt

PRESENTS

DECEMBER 2025
SHOW TIMES
14

11 12 13

7:30 7330 2500 & 7230 2:00

18 19 20 2]

7:30 7:30 2:00 & 7:30 2:00
# STREAMING TIMES

20 21 -

2:00 & 7:30 2300 ]

- =

Visit these @R links fo get your
tickets for our live stage
performances at WICA.

And for those who cannot
make it to the WICA theater,
WIDT is offering streaming of

the final three shows.

¥ Habitat for Humanity’

of Island County

islandcountyhabitat.org/store
Unique finds at affordable prices

*prices listed include sales tax*

For inquiries or to see itemsin person

email: onlinestore@islandcountyhabitat.com

99 3y
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Holly Farm - Family Fun - Gift Shop
Open: Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm ¢ Sunday Ipm-4pm @/

November 8 thru December 24 » Closed: November 26 & 27 <0 b

A Visit Our Machine Shed For Bargains! '

Fresh-Cut Christmas Trees (3-10 ft) .
Noble, Fraiser, Nordmann, & Douglas Fir

Y Fresh Holly Wreaths ¢ Bulk Holly ¢ Centerpieces ¢ Swags

Soaps & Sachets ¢ Herbs * Home & Holiday Décor * Local Products ¢ Specialty Foods

@) Check for sales and updates on our Facebook page!
)
/< fr.'j]

o 4233 DeGraff Road + Oak Harbor
© . 360-295-0443

1 T ' [ ]

Imagmation Ceve

Children's Museum
WHERE PLAY & LEARNING THRIVE

INDOOR PLAY - PARTY SUPPLIES - YARD CARDS - BALLOON BAR
CRAFTS - STEM KITS - USBORINE BOOKS - CUSTOIMN APPAREL 3 DECOR

230 SE Pioneer Way, Oak Harbor, WA 98277
SN e o SRR TSRS TR IEE
/ i ~ ’ NN e ~ 4

o . . e . . e . . e .

.360-246-4676

.
\\ . .

NN

The
Giving
Tree

Support local
non-profits by buying
ornaments for your
own tree or as gifts!

Bayview Cash Store
5603 Bayview Road
Langley

Island Athletic Club
5522 S Freeland Ave
Freeland

www.goosefoot.org

SERVING OUR WHIDBEY COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS AND COUNTING

Whidbey »)- SeaTac
Shuttle & Charter

BOOK YOUR
WINTER BREAK
TRAVEL
NOW

Direct Nonstop Service Between

Whidbey Island &
Seatac Internatiopal Airport

360.679.4003 | www.seatacshuttle.com

Weekly

www.whidbeyweekly.com w
LOCALLY OPERATED  L(

Thasa Boxing Daijs; Thawazhk bataan tha holidays

BY CHARLES LAFOND ISLAND FUNDRAISER, POTTER, AUTHOR,

AND ESSAYIST

Boxing Day is an English
tradition that has ancient
Roman and medieval roots.
Historically, it
day after Christmas when
tradespeople or
would be given boxes of
leftover food and discarded
gifts by their employers, and
then given the day to visit

family.
What | have noticed,
however, is that what

follows Christmas and other

was the

servants

December holidays is a

massive deflation of energy.

There is this buildup of

expectations and exhaustion, which then bursts the day after Christmas. People are tired is hz
from all the hard work of the holiday, and then families are confined together for a week, is a

often drinking too much and feeling frustrated that life doesn’t quite turn out as they had have
hoped. People get on each other's nerves, and the house is either deathly silent for those up t
alone or loud with others * frayed nerves. to t
So here are a few things to keep in mind when navigating tensions in the "boxing p?rt
days”(double-entendre intended) between Christmas and New Year's: tohesri
1. The real world is full of egos, busy managing their power -play the game, you have no loss

We cannot control how others show up in the world, be they friends, family, or co-workers.
We can only do the hard work of managing ourselves rather than changing everyone
around us. | wish others would do what | want, say what pleases me, and behave the way |
would like them to behave. But that's not how life works. We can only manage the blood
and bone within the shoreline of our skin. A native American story best describes this:

Once upon a time, a boy complained to his grandmother that the people in the village
were annoying, his family members were demanding, the Chief made bad rules, the dogs

. You don't have to trade your authenticity for approval. Be authentic and remain

other choice. But you do have the choice of taking off the boxing gloves and working
to make peace by assuming good intent, or reading.

Humans developed over millions of years with a bias toward threats. We survived to
pass on our genes by assuming negative intent and by being ready for a fight. So
make time for quiet each day. Go for a long walk and sit quietly, alone. Regroup if or
when people in the house get on your nerves. You can’t change them, but you can
change your own response to them.

“Emotional silencing” is when your silence is the price you pay for peace. Your words
may challenge others’ rhetoric at best, or inspire their gaslighting at worst. Good
people make space for your voice. Find them.

A narcissist (one out of six humans) finds it hard to apologize. They will say something
like “I'm sorry for whatever upset you.” That's not an apology, that's deflection. If
someone hurts your feelings, tell them, but tell them in the morning, when you are
both rested.

Who
are \
and
retur
espe
spawv

Good people never ask you to shrink, especially if they are making room for them
to step in and puff themselves up. You have fought battles nobody sees. Claim your
voice.

that
You may be in conversation with someone whose childhood wound you cannot heal. cool
Trust your gut. It's your “second brain” both emotionally and neurologically. and

soil
balls
bars
and

from
poin
fish 1
and

wate
weal

vulnerable - a very challenging, but effective combination.

were playing with other children, and his parents were not paying attention to him. :2?’?:

She kissed his forehead, smoothed his hair with a smile, and said, log j
”.l know these things seem true to you, little one, and some are, but you cannot EZ;E
fix the whole world. All you can do is fix yourself. that
All' you can do is calm yourself. and
Anger is fear turned inward. What you can do when facing disappointment is to ;eolirf!

face it with peace inside yourself.

You see, little one, if you choose to cover the entire world with deerskin so that
your feet are not hurt on thorns, sticks, and stones, you will kill millions of deer.
But if you just make yourself some moccasins, your feet will be protected.”

ONLINE AD SUBMISSIONS
NOW AVAILABLE!

Advertising in the Whidbey Weekly

is an investment in your business
and your community.

Whidbey Weekly

PO Box 1398 - Oak Harbor - 360-682-8283 - www.whidbeyweekly.com

THANK YOU FOR READING | USE ME AS FIRE STARTER
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FISH AND FLOODING

Now that we have experienced about 45
days in a row of light to heavy rains in the
area and river flooding is inevitable, what
are the bad, and the good effects major
flooding can have on salmon in our rivers?
One might think there are only negative
results on salmon from flooding , true it
is hard on them but remember flooding
is a natural occurrence and the salmon
have made it through many many floods
up to this point. I'm going to cut right
to the bone and start with the bad/ugly
part of flooding. Along with the total loss
of seasonal salmon, and salmon habitat,
there is the possibility that there will be
loss of family homes and property.

Whole seasonal, freshly spawned eggs
are washed out from their gravely redds
and destroyed, in-turn greatly reducing
returning numbers of adult salmon,
especially chum salmon who tend to
spawn late during flood seasons. Trees
that once lined the river's edge and help
cool the water with shade are up-rooted
and washed into the river, the sand and
soil from the river banks and giant root
balls get deposited on top of clean gravel
bars (spawning grounds) burying eggs
and habitat. Cut banks that help hide fish
from predators are stripped away, rocky
points that slow the river's current giving
fish the opportunity to rest are dislodged
and washed away , and soft back eddy
waters that were good holding areas for
weary fish traveling upriver to spawn are
many times filled in with sediment and
replaced with fast moving water. Giant
log jams build up that literally change the
path of the main river channel; extremely
high water grabs chemicals and debris
that is swept up from low lying flat lands
and mixed into the river water; and once
reliable, productive fishing holes are

gone.

Most  of
my river
fishing
and flood
water
changes
that I've
seen first
hand have been on the mighty Skagit
River. | have seen four feet in diameter,
by six feet long sections of thick walled
concrete drain pipe that were once buried
six feet underground, and sticking out of
the face of a high riverbank have been
washed free and now lying on the river's
edge, not just one section, but as many
as three, that's approximately twenty feet
of high riverbank simply gone from one
season from the next! I've seen forty feet
tall by three feet in diameter Fir and Alder
trees stripped from the soil and lying
like "pick-up-sticks" on the river's edge.
During the flood of 2021 two complete
homes located in the little town of Lyman
were washed into the river, chewed up
like they had gone through a "chipper
shredder." In this same Lyman area giant
boulders the size of cars that were placed
in the river for erosion control by the Army
Corp of Engineers many years ago were
dispersed and completely gone.

Extreme heavy Flooding creates major

Whidbe

THE LORE OF
SPORTFIS HING

changes in the river system and things
can look pretty rough and bad for a
couple years afterwards, the habitat and
fish have taken a nasty hit, however, just
like in wrestling "for every move there
is a countermove"” and Mother Nature
will slowly begin her countermove to
help repair the damage. This is where
the good things associated with a flood
start to happen; the big beaver dams
have been flushed away allowing salmon
to spawn in new productive areas, log
jams and root balls have slowly created
pockets of soft deeper water for fish to
hide in, long finger-like gravel bar islands
have been deposited throughout the
river that now act as natural spillways
adding oxygenated water to the river plus
creates white rippled (frog) water along
their edges so fish can hide along these
gravel bars in shallower water.

Boulders that the thundering water rolled
and tumbled underwater have come to
rest together creating "boulder gardens”
; these concentrated boulders are now
underwater backstops for moving water,
allowing salmon, trout, and steelhead to
rest behind them and sometimes spawn
next too. Newly exposed grass roots and
other plants have become good estuaries
for fry and smaller fish to use as cover
from predators. Worms, larva, and bugs
of many types are exposed to the river
and the fish will take full advantage of
this new smorgasbord of food. Trenches
and channels that were once too shallow
to hold adult fish have been dredged out
and deposited with a thin layer of sand,
gravel and sometimes timbers becoming
serious fishing holes that should not be
passed up by fishermen. Island braids
appear that have been split away from
the main river bank by the chiseling
water which will create new fish habitat
and can become shaded areas adding to
cooler water temps and protective cover
channels for schools of snappy salmon
and steelhead. Fallen trees that the flood
flushed downriver and have come to rest
in deeper soft, slow waters eventually
become waterlogged and settle; root
balls keep one end off the bottom which
make perfect hiding areas for adult coho
who love sunken timber.

There
is no
doubt
that
serious
flooding
takes its
toll  on
the rivers
“and its
residents but just as a wildfire can bring
new life to grasses, flowers, and wildlife;
given time the aftermath of flooding can
in many ways help the river renew and
rejuvenate itself. Recovery time is the
hardest part of the flood for me, it means
having patience, and being prepared to
go back to the drawing board to find the
good fishing spots again. | hope everyone
has a safe and wonderful Christmas, and
remember to thank the Good Lord for this
year's fish

Weekly

Book A Party or Speclal Showing 360 279 0526

~Regular Seats

ONLY $8

For All Showtimes

DECEMBER 19, 2025 - DECEMBER 25, 2025
LOCALLY OPERATED

Happy Dags at our Silk Road Bazaar!

Music for the Eges

360-221-4525 314 1st Street Langley, WA

NOW SHOWING

CHECK WEBSITE
FOR CURRENT SHOWINGS

Book online: oakharborcinemas.com

Our Caregiver/Owners come to
YOU in Skagit & Island County!

Personal Care Services The Little Things

bathing, dressing, meals, shopping, errands,

& meds transportation,

Home Management companionship, social

Support engagement

housekeeping, meals, Extras _

laundry, respite, dementia care,
end of life

& pet care

360-474- 2560

www.heartson
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St. Augustine’s in-the-Woods

5217 S. Honeymoon Rd.

Freeland, WA 98249
360-331-4887

staugustinesepiscopalchurch.org

saint .
| Aug stine’s

- Ti'll. ".".l."ﬂ\ 5

Wednesday, December 24th
3:30 p.m.
Carol Sing
4:00 p.m.
Festive Service with Holy Communion & Choir
7:00 p.m.
Candlelight service with Holy Communion,
Special Music and Congregational Carols

Thursday, December 25th
9:30 a.m.
Service with Holy Communion

Sunday, December 28th
10:30 a.m.
A Festival of Lights and Carols, with Holy Communion
Join the Choir as we celebrate Christmas and Epiphany
through scripture, poetry and songs.

All are Welcome!
No matter where you are
. On your journey, you are
welcome here.

. o+
+

FHave a safe and sound
holiday season.

Drive Safe - Be Well Ted
Spread Your Wealth

Thursday, December 18 Single Feature:
Avatar Fire And Ash (PG-13)
Friday-Sunday, Double Feature:

Avatar Fire And Ash & Predator Badlands (PG-13)
Monday, December 22 Single Feature:
Avatar Fire And Ash

DRIVE J'H

THEATER

o

Box office, Snackbar, Arcade & Tavern open at 4pm.
First movie starts at 7pm.
11 & OVER $6.50%; KIDS 5-10 $1.00%; 4 & UNDER FREE *CASH PRICES
GO KARTS CLOSED FOR THE SEASON
1403 N MONROE LANDING RD - OAK HARBOR
360-675-5667 - www.bluefoxdrivein.com

Whidbe

at the Annual

QHRISTMAS

www.whidbeyweekly.com
LOCALLY OPERATED

’Q‘)ILEAGE_

Bring your family and friends for a
festive holiday experience!

IR T

DEC. 5, 6,7, 12, 13,
14, 19, 20, 21,
22,26 &'27

Blue Fox Drive-in
1403 Monroe Landing Roaf
Oak Harbor, WA 98277

4PM-7PM

Christmas Light Displays

Purchase your Christmas Tree

Meet Santa (Take photos)
Food & Drinks

Light Maze

Barrel Train Rides
Tractor Hay Rides
& so much more!

DON'T MISS OUT ON THE HOLIDAY MAGIC!
TICKETS ON SALE NOW

www.bluefoxdrivein.com

WiE

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

Your focus sharpens as the year winds
down. Career or long-term goals come
into view, and your leadership stands
out. Midweek reflection helps you see
how far you've come—celebrate your
progress.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)

A sense of adventure stirs your spirit.
Whether it's a spontaneous trip or a
mental deep dive, expansion is calling.
Venus brings peace and warmth to
relationships just in time for the holidays.

GEMINI (May 22 - Jun 21)

Transformation is your theme. A
meaningful conversation or emotional
revelation helps you shed old worries.
Financial or personal renewal sets the
stage for a stronger start to the new year.

CANCER (Jun 22 - Jul 22)

Partnerships  take center  stage.
Cooperation is key—work and personal
alliances flourish when you lead with
empathy. By the weekend, balance
returns through laughter and shared
plans.

LEO (Jul 23 - Aug 23)
Productivity flows easily. You're wrapping
up projects and clearing clutter, both
physically and emotionally. Health or
work routines stabilize—small victories
feel extra satisfying.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 22)

Your creative energy glows this week!
Express yourself through writing, art,
or simple joy. Someone's admiration
reminds you that your dedication and
heart inspire others more than you
realize.

LIBRA (Sept 23 - Oct 23)

Home becomes
sentimental  week

your haven. A
brings  family

connections and comfort. Redecorate §

or host a cozy gathering—love and
laughter refill your energy beautifully.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

Your words carry weight. A message
you send or receive could spark a
new direction. Stay open to learning

w
L

something unexpected—it may guide E&

your next personal step.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 21)
Finances and self-worth get a positive
boost. You're finding new confidence in
your skills and choices. Venus enhances
charm—expect compliments or
unexpected appreciation.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 20)
Your season begins! The Sun enters
Capricorn, bringing fresh motivation and

focus. Set intentions now for the year | =
ahead—success grows from the steady |

foundation you're building.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 18)

A quiet, introspective week helps you &

reset before the new year. Listen to
intuition and rest when needed. By the
weekend, inspiration stirs—your next
big idea begins to form.

PISCES (Feb 19 - Mar 20)

Friendships and community light your
week. Shared joy and collaboration
bring fulfillment. Someone may reach
out with support or opportunity—say
yes, it could lead to something lasting.
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‘ * New Moon in Sagittarius 28 A VERY Active Solstice Sky, Welcome Capricorn Season

December 19, brings the new Moon in Sagittarius at 28°. It features a square to
| Neptune at the height of its power in Pisces at 29°. This energy is calling for us to
A face long standing illusions and aspects of escapism that we conveniently skip over
cycle after cycle hoping for different results. The ruler of this new Moon is Jupiter
retrograde in Cancer, prompting a quiet internal reflection and emotional inventory
about what it is that is truly calling to us. Jupiter in a square to Chiron retrograde in
Aries (exact on December 21), will tug at both our heart strings and vulnerabilities
around self-worth and self-respect, how we go after the things that truly matter to us.
How we protect the things that we hold dear. We may get a glimpse of topics related
S to what we've been healing this year from a new vantage point. New perspectives and
84 considerations. As the new Moon is generally a time for planting seeds and setting
& intentions, and both Sagittarius and Jupiter desire to expand through experiences,
this is a potent new Moon for vision boards, channeling dreams and visions of our next
explorations. What is something you are ready to explore now? What is it that you
would like to learn more about? A field of study? A higher certification? What feels
like home to you? What places would you like to travel? Perhaps an ancestral land?
Sagittarius strives to derive meaning from its experiences. This is a time to note what
big ideas mean something important to us and make a commitment in a practical
direction.

On December 21, the Sun moves into Capricorn until January 19. Welcome Winter
Solstice! The Sun shines a spotlight on the Capricorn area of our birth charts and shifts
! the focus toward practical matters. During the Winter season, we are more concerned
with conservation of energy and resources, more focused on long-game and legacy.
= ! Capricorn energy is about commitment and consistent work over time. Coming off

' of the recent new Moon, we may all be pondering more deeply about our goals and
creating methodical plans to reach them. Mars is already in Capricorn at this time, so
M there is a lot of momentum in this part of the sky. A great time to be channeling the
| energy into your deepest commitments. We can move mountains.

Also on December 21, Venus in Sagittarius squares Saturn in Pisces at 25°. This is a
reality check in matters of love, relationships, and finances. Venus in Sagittarius brings
| up topics around personal freedom, freedom of exploration and experimentation.

Venus in Sagittarius can be particularly spendy, especially on a a VIP admission,

course of study or a plane ticket. Saturn in Pisces reminds us that there are limits.
4 This is a moment where we can find that our belief systems are outdated and need
an upgrade to be more aligned with who we have grown to become through the
bumpy ride of 2025. It may reveal important discrepancies between business or
romantic partners around life philosophies, spirituality, or religious differences. This
confrontation seeks to get clear about whether we can continue to grow together in
relationships. Whether our visions for the future have enough overlap to adequately
tend to our moral and spiritual callings, both in the relationship and individually. Do
we share similar beliefs? Do we have similar values? Necessary adjustments will be
addressed based on your findings.

On December 24, Venus in Sagittarius squares Neptune in Pisces at 29° and then
enters Capricorn until January 17. Early in the day, we have another relationship and
money moment that could be challenging. The promises made. The potential deal to
close. The invitation to a great investment opportunity. Is it real or is it fantasy? By late
in the evening, Venus enters Capricorn joining the Sun and Mars in desiring sure-bets
over fickle maybes. Creative projects and relationship desires lean towards healthy
ROI and commitment. Who is long-game material? Are they telling you, or are they
A showing you? Take off the rose-colored glasses. Rent will still be due.
nily
ate
N

o

, ASTROLOGY READ[NGS # A GIFT FOR THE HGLIDAYS

BUY ONE GET ONE RN el T
9% 50% OFF! thru12/31 ; '

. on thin od with besling Fer disssan| *
ing

ide £ }ﬁ'ﬂ]f:'# 'I._-;

SCAM HERE FOR MENU | “ W
d

Check out
the weekly
horoscope
on page 9!

tive
> in
ces

or

Weekly

December 19th - December 25th :
King of Pentacles Reversed

True riches are not measured in the
material. And yet when the physical reality
holds there is a cost to simply existing,
especially at a time where so many
are experiencing such lack, it can feel
supremely difficult or even callous to feel
the expectation to look past the scarcity
and survival, to look deeper and see the
richness in ourselves, in our lives, separate
from the price tag. Awareness and
gratitude toward lessons learned through
adversity can feel infuriating, especially if
still in the grip of said adversity.

While seemingly cliché advice calls on
you to count your blessings and let your
heart be enveloped with the true spirit
of the season, this week’s card minutely
amends and recalibrates the suggestion.
Gift yourself a little time to look over
your year and specifically take note of
what you've learned, what you allowed

Growing into a bright new year \\\\

Stop by for hardware

DECEMBER 19, 2025 - DECEMBER 25, 2025

LOCALLY OPERATED

Yarot
from

”(ja mano

ith Tiffany FitzPatrick

yourself to release, any even small
steps you made toward goals, dreams,
purpose. Regardless of whether you've
been trained to recognize and celebrate
them as such, every single item on this list
you've compiled is an achievement, an
accomplishment, a success. In death-by-
a-thousand-cuts style, this year has asked
you, "Are you willing to receive the life
you desire by way of relinquishing the life
and self you've held?”

Who were you last December? Have you
stepped toward the version of yourself
holding the dreams you envision, even
in incremental degrees? In seeing your
progress, how or who would you like to
continuing walking toward in the year to
come? Your future self is eager to meet
you.

This week’s card quietly, yet confidently,
asserts that sometimes the practical calls
for the impractical. And it's in trusting that
faith in yourself that you are most richly
rewarded. The King of Pentacles embodies
earthly pleasures and luxury and tangible
abundance. And in his reversed stance, he
is not indicating loss of such, but rather
invites you to see the sumptuousness that
is required to exist within a thing desired
or acquired for it to have nourishing value.
In accepting this regal invitation, you
not only open your eyes to more of the
abundance that exists around and within
you, you also welcome in more resources.

~Xo, Tiffany

Cards are drawn from the classic Rider
Waite Smith tarot deck.

Receive your own detailed reading by
emailing me at: tiffanyfitzpatrickco@gmail.
com

And discover more at: https:/linktr.ee/
tiffanyfitzpatrick
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WINTER HOURS STARTING 12/26/25
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CLUES ACROSS
1 Train alternative
4 Tease
7 Former frosh
8 Wyoming’s -- Range
10 Valerie Harper sitcom
11 Eventually
13 Play dough?
16 Observe
17 Concepts
18 Sailor

19 Peevish fit

20 Hardy lass

21 Winner’s gesture
23 Seaboard

25 Sneaky laughs

26 Mediocre

27 Actress Gasteyer

28 Flinch, say

30 Gratuity

33 Work week start, for many
36 Some Algonquians

37 Smidgens

38 Where the action is

39 Family

40 Chang’s brother

41 Solo in space

THAT, WH
. JWAIGGLING DOWN
, WITH ~YOUR

39

41

CLUES DOWN
1 Trailblazer Daniel
2 High hairstyle
3 Giving form to
4 Uganda neighbor
5 Things
6 Nitwit
7 Loafer, for one
8 Apartment sign
9 City on the Loire
10 Apt. divisions
12 Breadmaking need
14 Norse god
15 Decade parts (Abbr.)
19 Serena, to Venus
20 Eastern “way”
21 Snake poison
22 “The Woman in Me” singer Twain
23 Couturier Chanel
24 African bird
25 Scene stealer
26 “The Metamorphosis” protagonist
28 Asian noodles
29 Gawking at
30 Giant
31 -- uproar
32 Film ratings
34 Challenge
35 The Big Easy acronym

Answer on page11
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___YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS OURS WEATHER FORECAST

Fri, Dec 19 Sat, Dec 20 Sun, Dec 21

North Isle North Isle North Isle

Mon, Dec 22

North Isle

Tues, Dec 23 | Wed, Dec 24 | Thurs, Dec 25

North Isle North Isle North Isle
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An Upbeat
uestion of the week =

! By Helen Mosbrooker

What is the best gift you have ever received? ‘

Kate Mistler,
Oak Harbor |

Best gift | ever received is a tie between moving to Whidbey
Island and becoming the Affiliate Director for | Support the Girls-
Whidbey Island. | grew up in Kirkland and lived on Camano for 34 s
years and never ever had the same feeling as the first time | drove __
across the Deception Pass Bridge. It was like coming home, safe a4t
and peaceful. And working with people who are like minded and Casl|
want to do something good for others in this island community is

an indescribable gift. Nothing tangible can ever come close to the feeling | have when Gall
you look someone in the eye and see the thankful relief they feel because you have been Was
allowed to make their world a little better and them to stand a little taller with dignity. n

colle

I Greg Delano, -
- Oak Harbor Call

The best and most meaningful gift | have ever received was a
simple heartfelt creation from my son for Father’s Day. The ultimate
collectible! A custom made Pokemon card, designed just for me.
The card features a pixelated illustration of me standing next to my

son in an outdoor setting. He carefully considered every detail, (
C
N

from the hit points to my unique ability “Dad Jokes”.

| was never much into Pokemon until he came along, and this token
of affection perfectly captures his creativity and the special bond
we share. While the real value of Pokemon cards can be immense, the sentimental value
of this specific card is truly priceless. The bottom of the card reads “Dad you are my S/
ultimate Trainer: Happy Father’s Day.” ]

Diane Trepanier, |
Qak Harbor Y

My sister and | usually do not exchange gifts but one year she was ~ Fu
having an engraved pie server made for her mother-in-law and
decided to make a teaspoon engraved with the word ‘Joy’ on it We
for me. This is the best gift that | have ever received. | use it every
morning at breakfast, searching high and low if it isn't in the drawer
and hand washing it if it ended up in the dishwasher. This beautiful ~ We
spoon reminds me of my sister and the bond we share and the joy we have during our
adventures. It also leads to me contemplating about the joy | have in my life and reminds  or
me to find joy in whatever my day holds.

S/

What a privile_l%e, What a blessing, What a joy, it has been to me to write this column for five and C
|a half )iears. at said, | am writing this to share with you, my friends, December 31st will be my
ast column. —

Dear readers and friends,

[ will be moving to Myrtle Beach, South Carolina to live close to my daughter, Tammy Ferguson.

What an adventure! | have bought a house in Carolina Forest on an Arnold Palmer golf course
.8 miles from Tammy. It looks promising that | will be writing a column - “Our community and
eyond”, for the Carolina Forest Chronicle.

That said, what an opportunity for you, one of my readers to continue to provide a service and
bring joy to our community!

If you would like to be blessed and experience the *oy that | have experienced over these 5 1/2
years, please call me at 360-320-1810 and we can talk.
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FIREWOOD

Firewood
(360) 320-4316

Cut, Split, Delivered
and Ready to Burn

T

Your ad here.

$12

For any sales
or business
listings.

MUNITY E

T

VENTS FOR SALE
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DECEMBER 5, 2025 - DECEMBER 11, 2025

RESOURCES

Family Resource Center

723 Camano Ave, Langley. 360-
221-6808 ext 4321

School supplies, coats, warm
clothing, resource connections.
Mon-Wed 9 am.-5p.m. Thurs
9a.m.-12noon, or by appt.
readinesstolearn.org

RESOURCES

Basic Food Benefits Community

Services Office: 275 Pioneer Way
#201, Oak Harbor 877-501-2233

Mother Mentors

360-321-1484 -
info@whidbeymothermentors.
org Carregiving mentoring and
play support, mothermentors.org

IN SEARCH OF

MINISTRY

Art, Antiques & Collectibles.
Cash paid for quality items.
Call or text 360-661-7298

Was your Dad or Gramps
in Japan or Germany? |
collect old 35 mm cameras
and lenses. Oak Harbor.
Call 970-823-0002

A Self-Sustaining  Ministry
(SSM) named Restorative Life
Ministry is being established
in Island County. For inqui-
ries, please contact restor-
ativelife@proton.me

I Support the Girls
360-678-2090 - isupportthegirls.
org/affiliates/whidbey-island
Essential health and hygiene
items for women and girls.

ESTATE SALE

SALMAGUNDI FARMS
December 21 & 22
9am to 4pm
Vintage tools, parts, and
Supplies of all kinds.
Furnishings, Antiques and
Vintage Items.

We buy Estates, Antique and
Vintage ltems -

One Piece or A Lot.
We accept Cash, Visa, MC,
AMEX, Discover,
or Checks if we know you.

SALMAGUNDI FARMS
19162 SR 20
COUPEVILLE WA, 98239
CALL: 360-678-5888

NEW BUSINESS HOURS

Coffee At Dawn New Hours
Hi All, beginning Friday No-
vember 14th our new hours
will be: Friday thru Monday
7:30am to 3pm. The kitchen
will be open until 2:30 but
the coffee bar with pas-
tries will serve until 3:00pm.
5331 S Crawford Rd, Langley

Island Senior Resources
360-321-1600

14594 SR 525, Langley

Multiple 50+ programs and services.
Mon-Fri, 8:30am.-400p.m.
Senior-resources.org

Food Banks:

‘Gifts From the Heart:
108 SW Terry Road
Monetary donations, they should
be sentto:

PO Box 155, Coupeville 98239
Distribution on 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays, 2-5p.m.
‘Good Cheer:

2812 Grimm Rd, Langley 360-
221-4868
Mon-Fri, 10a.m-4p.m.
‘North Whidbey Help House:
1091 SE Hathaway St.
Oak Harbor  360-675-0681
Mon-Fri,9am-4 p.m.
(5p.m.on Tues)

Closed 12-1 p.m. for lunch

SHELTERS/HOUSING

CADA Emergency Shelter
— Confidential crisis shelter
for women and children
fleeing domestic violence/
sexual assault/stalking. This
is NOT a homeless shelter.
Office: 360-675-7057 Crisis
Line: 360-675-2232 Toll Free:
800-215-5669

Island County Housing
Support - 105 NW 1st St.,
Coupeville 360-678-8284
For homeless or at risk of
losing housing. Mon-Thurs, 9
a.m.-3 p.m.

WEEKLY MEETINGS

S —
MEMORY CAFE Every 1stand

3rd Tues of the Month 12:30 - 200
p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church 1050 SE Ireland Street
Qak Harbor, WA. Join our bi-
monthly gathering for people with
memory loss and their family to
enjoy a time of fun, conversation,
music and laughing (and snacks).
This is a dementia friendly setting.
For information: 360-720-4535

SOUTH WHIDBEY NAR-
ANON FAMILY GROUP meets
every Wednesday at 6pm at the
Langley Methodist Church, 301
Anthes in Langley. We meet in
the Fireside Room, rear of church.
Karol:360 914 7695.

Pamoja Place pamojaplace.org
721 Camano Ave, Langley
Safe space for BIPOC people and
allies to connect, collaborate, and
celebrate.

Island Church of Whidbey
Soup Kitchen: 503 Cascade Ave,
Langley 360-221-0969
Tues & Thurs 11:30am.-1 pm.

Ryan’s House for Youth

- 19777 SR 20, Coupeville
360-331-4575

For at-risk adults ages 18-24

SPiN Café: 1241 SW Barlow St,
Oak Harbor
Daily, 6:30a.m-530p.m.

Whidbey Homeless Coalition
- Serving Island County 360-
900-3077

ing

11

Veterans Resource Center
360-331-2496

723 Camano Ave, Langley
Events, Support, and Benefits
help

Monday 10a.m.-3:30p.m.
Tues - Thurs 1:00-4:30 p.m.
Saturday by Appointment.
whibeyvrc.org

St. Hubert's Catholic Church
Wednesday Soup Kitchen
All are Welcome!

11 am-1230p.m.

804 3rd St, Langley
360-221-5303
Ask about our Thursday Dinner

Veterans Services
360-632-2496

105 NW 1st, Coupeville
Monday - Friday, 800 a.m. - 4:30
p.m.

HUB After School: 301 Anthes

Ave, Langley  360-221-0969

Food and activities for middle and

high school youth. Mon, Tues,

Thurs, Friday 2-6 pm., Wed 1-6
m

The Haven Overnight Shelter
is a night-to-night shelter for
up to 30 individuals. Must fol-
low check in rules and must
register daily between 4:00
and 4:30pm Mon. thru Fri.
and 3:45 pm to 4:00 pm on
Saturdays and Sundays at the
SPIN Café, 1241 SW Barlow
St., Oak Harbor.

No Cheating!

p.m.
Ryans

House for Youth:
Food, fun, support, 19777 SR
20, Coupeville  360-331-4575

Drop-in center for adults ages 18-
24; Daily 6 am- 830 pm, 35 SE
Ely St, Oak Harbor 360-682-5098
Drop-in center for youth ages 12-
21; Mon-Fri 11 am-/ p.m.

House of Hope Emergency
Housing, Langley, 360-708-
4533. Transitional housing
for families and adults at se-
vere risk of homelessness; to
apply, contact the Housing
Support Center or call the
number above.

Women, Infants & Children
(WIC): -Oak  Harbor/North
Whidbey: 1791 NE 1st Ave. Mon-
Thurs 360-240-5554 Text: 360-
544-2239

Oxford Houses — Recovery
housing oxfordhouse.org
-Men:360-246-4101

- Women & Children: 360-
682-5773

CRISIS LINES

9-1-1: Call for threats to life,
fire, accident or crime
-Non-emergency lines:
Oak Harbor Police
Department-360-279-4600
-Island Communications
Dispatch (ICOM) - 360-679-
9567

9-8-8: Suicide and crisis
lifeline, free & confidential

- 741-741: 24/7 Crisis Text Line
-800-584-3578:

24/7 Northwest Washington
Crisis Services

- 360-678-7880: Island County
Behavioral Health

866-488-7386 Trevor Project:
24/7 support for LGBTQIA2S+
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MONTHLY MEETING
Monthly Meeti
for Mental Heal

Hosted by NAMI for All Adult
Individuals who have a family or
friend suffering from depression,
anxiety, bipolar disorder, or
other mental health conditions.
Trinitﬁ/ Lutheran ~ Church i
Freeland Lower

Building
Closest to  the  Highway
18341 WA-525, Freeland

3rd Wednesday of the Month
100 - 23 p.m.

Emaill for more  Information:

karens@nami-sno-isle.org

Have a problem with drinking? It
doesn't cost anything to attend
A.A. meetings. Local Meet-
ings are in Coupeville, Freeland,
Langley, Clinton, and Oak Harbor.
There are no age or education re-
quirements to participate. Mem-
bership is open to anyone who
wants to do something about
their drinking problem. A A''s pri-
mary purpose is to help alcoholics
to achieve sobriety. We're here to
help. For local meetings search
aa.org or call 888-360-1564

Have you ever been affected by
someone else’s drinking?  Al-
Anonmaybeforyou. AL-ANON:
Tuesdays at 5:30-6:30 Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church Library 1253 NW
2nd Ave. There is help and hope:
Contact for more info:  Rebecca
425-773-6937

Bothered by  someone's
drinking? AlAnon can help!
Langley Family AlAnon
Group, Wednesdays 9:30 AM
to 1030 AM, Langley Meth-
odist Church, 301 Anthes
Ave, Langley. Fireside room
Information: (206) 898-2771.

Gamblers Anonymous Meeting.
Every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at the
Mount Vernon Senior Center.
Mount Vernon Senior Center,
1401 Cleveland Ave, Mount Ver-
non Any questions, call Washing-
ton State Gamblers Anonymous
hotline at 855-222-5542, or visit
https://gawashington.org/

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
Tuesdays 7 PM to 8 PM

Langley  United  Method-
ist Church 301 Anthes Ave.
Room 224
Langley, Washington 98260

For local meeting information and
support call: Kevin 206-395-9622

Adult Children of Alcoholic and
Dysfunctional Families meeting,
Tuesdays 2-3 pm, Langley Meth-
odist Church - 301 Anthes Ave,
Langley - Fireside room. Contact:
acawhidbey@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION

US Postal Mail

Whidbey Weekly
Classified Department
PO Box 1098

Oak Harbor, WA 98277

classifieds@whidbeyweekly.com

360-682-8283

PLEASE CALL WHEN YOUR ITEMS HAVE SOLD.

Please try to limit your classified to 30 words or less,
(amounts and phone numbers are counted as words)
we will help edit if necessary. We charge $12/week for
Vehicles, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs, Real Estate Rental/
Sales, Business Classifieds and any items selling $1,000
and above. We do charge $25 to include a photo. The
FREE classified space is not for business use. No clas-
sified is accepted without phone number. We reserve
the right to not publish classifieds that are in bad taste
or of questionable content. All free classifieds will be
published twice consecutively. If you would like your

ad to be published more often, you must resubmit it.
Deadline for all submissions is one week prior to issue date.
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The Whidbey Veterans Resource Center
provides free help to Veterans
and their families

During this season of giving, please help
us support the men and women who
served our country

Please donate and learn about our free
services for Veterans and their families at:

whidbeyvrc.org

The Whidbey Veterans Resource Center is a local,
nonprofit 501(c)3 organization, located in the South
Whidbey Community Center in Langley WA. Contact us
at whidbeyvrc@gmail.com or (360) 331-8081
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Have a Sound Holiday Season.
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