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Let's Keep it Going for
WHIDBEY! THANK YOU!

$8,600
~ = $6,000

~ = $4,800

= $3,600
— $2,400
— $1,800
— $1,200

= $600

At Whidbey Weekly, we believe in recycling — and that includes our
delivery van. If the frame is sound, we believe a vehicle deserves to be
reconditioned and kept on the road for as long as possible.

It's time for a new engine on our faithful 2003 Oldsmobile Silhouette.
The cost of parts and labor is estimated at $8,600 out the door.

This purchase is essential to keeping our local news in print across
Whidbey. Thousands of readers pick up their free copies every week
from locations across the island — and this van makes that possible.

@:::-F.%@

We're asking for financial support
from all who are able to contribute:

Send checks or money orders to:
Whidbey Weekly

P.0. Box 1098, Oak Harbor, WA, 98277 ' : I"
Or donate through our ongoing GoFundMe
by scanning the QR code.

KEEP THIS NEWSPAPER GOING
CONTRIBUTE TODAY!

Whidbeyﬁ\/eekly

Scan Here
WHIDBEY WEEKYY tomakes
PO BOX 1398, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 donation to
Thank you for supporting these always free community newspapers. °”;:V‘32:);":e"rfty
Coming soon, new looks, more content, and more resources for you! | Thankyou!

PHONE: 360-682-8283 WHIDBEYWEEKLY.COM
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Festival C?‘Iebrates the American Story Told Through a
Century of Classic Film

Film history will once again grace the Whidbey Island Center for the Arts (WICA) mainstage
January 8-18 with the seventh annual Whidbey Island Film Festival (WIFF). The only purely
classic film festival in Washington State, the two-week run will feature the enduring charm
of screen legends Charlie Chaplin and Steve Martin and will pull at the heartstrings with
impactful storytelling in films like Fried Green Tomatoes. The lineup, curated by James
Hinkley, captures work, community, reinvention, struggle, music, and imagination in the
11 classics curated to represent this year’s theme—Americana: The American Story Told
Through a Century of Classic Film.

"We invite you to come out of the cold and enjoy wonderful community in Whidbey's art
hub,” says WICA Executive Artistic Director and WIFF Co-Curator Deana Duncan. “Each
year we literally roll out the red carpet for our patrons, bringing Hollywood to Langley and
providing a space to celebrate generations of film classics.”

Produced by WICA, WIFF brings in movie lovers from Whidbey and beyond to enjoy
iconic classics how they were originally meant to be seen—on the big screen. The festival
will kick off with a red carpet opening party and will feature a signature cocktail and
bottomless popcorn. The audience-favorite Art of the Score concert will return on January
17, featuring festival Co-Curator James Hinkley playing alongside Whidbey icons Sheila
Weidendorf and Gloria Ferry-Brennan. Patrons will also experience other programming,
including a film talk led by Scarecrow Video’s Jonathan Marlow on January 10. On January
11, WICA Costume Designer Randon Pool will lead a discussion on The Art of lllusion
and the clothes we wear to deceive the world. Pool will be joined by actors Gail Liston
and Charlie Walsh, two familiar faces to the WICA stage, for a visual demonstration using
clothing as a tool to alter reality. On January 16, WICA's Production Director Honza
Kourimsky will lead attendees in movie night trivia, a free event in Zech Hall for patrons
to enjoy classic cinema moments and fun prizes, while January 18 will bring to WICA the
taste of Southern comfort classics.

WEEK 2 | January 15-18
Thursday, January 15

2026 Festival Lineup
WEEK 1 | January 8-11
Thursday, January 8 ® Ragtime — 7:00 p.m.
® Modern Times — 7:00 p.m. Friday, January 16

® Movie Night Trivia— 5:30 p.m.

e The Road to Wellville — 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 17

Friday, January 9

¢ The Music Man — 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, January 10

e The Last Picture Show — 1:00 p.m.

e Talk: An American Retrograde:
From The Grapes of Wrath to The Last
Picture Show and Back Again — 3:00
p.-m. e Fried Green Tomatoes — 1:00 p.m.

® The Grapes of Wrath — 7:00 p.m. e The Secret’s in the Sauce: A Fried
Green Tomatoes Meal — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 11

e Talk: The Art of lllusion: The Clothes * Cradle Will Rock—7:00 p.m.
We Wear to Deceive the World —
12:30 p.m.

e The Sting— 1:00 p.m.

® Pennies from Heaven — 7:00 p.m.

® Matinee — 1:00 p.m.
¢ Art of the Score — 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, January 18

As the weather becomes colder, WICA
invites patrons to come inside and
experience the stories within these films
that continue to resonate. To learn more
and to purchase tickets or festival passes,

visit whidbeyislandfilmfestival.org.

Dinosaurs amongst us are birds

Whidbey Audubon Society

is hosting an online program

with researcher Kim Adelson

at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, January

8. Virtually all paleontologists

now agree that birds evolved

from dinosaurs, and even i _

more strikingly, they also go so LA st - -

far as to argue that birds are, ., e

in fact, living dinosaurs. The T i Ty ™ —

flood of new data coming from ,_-'_,k f e o Wil
. . T e . t - ELShs

newly discovered fossil beds

— primarily from China and eastern Europe — has only solidified that position. Come

learn about the structural and behavioral similarities between birds and the more “classic”

dinosaurs they evolved from. This is a technical talk with an emphasis on anatomy and not

recommended for small children. Adelson guarantees that you will not only be surprised

as to how dinosaur-like birds are, but also how very bird-like dinosaurs were. You will never

think about T. Rex in the same way again!

The public is welcome to attend this free event. Please register on the events page of

the Whidbey Audubon Society website, whidbeyaudubonsociety.org/events-list/online-

general- meetlng and-program-dinosaurs-amongst-us. You will receive a Zoom link to the
- program. Mark your calendar and tune in.

Kim Adelson was a professor of psychology for
almost 30 years; she has won teaching awards
at three different universities. Before she
switched fields so as to focus on behavioral and
intellectual evolution, she earned a master's
degree in evolutionary biology. Paleontology
has been one of her avocations since she was
a child who wandered the halls of the American
Museum of Natural History in New York. She
is an avid birder and is the Vice President
and Education Chair of the South Sound Bird
Alliance (formerly the Black Hills Audubon
Society); she is also the Southwest Region
representative to Audubon Washington.

APhoto by Karen Westphal: A green heron chick with
similar form as a dinosaur.

<Photo of Kim Adelson, presenter:
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Whide
ICHS Annual Meeting

The ICHS Annual Meeting is Saturday, January 17, 1:.00 PM, Trinity < HIET,
Lutheran Church Fireside Room, Freeland, WA Qd? o%i«%g
=

Our speaker this year will be Kay Knott. §
MUSEUM

Kay Knott is an elder in the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe. She was raised in
the Skagit Valley receiving her BA from Western Washington University.
She is a parent and grandparent and served a foster parent for 15 years.

She served as the Executive
Director of the Inter-tribal Housing Authority,
Directed the Big Brothers, Big Sisters, and the
Director of Youthnet. She established and ran
a Pregnancy and Parenting Teen program. She
served on the Indian Child Welfare Advisory
Board for ten years and a board member for the
National Housing Authority.

Fay Knatf, whous nema

commmunibiaa

Kay works with Paths to Understanding to
develop Let's Go Together, a program to invite
people of diverse traditions and cultures into
relationship. She works to prepare groups and
organizations for relationship with Indigenous
communities.

Koy Knott
Elder Upper
Skagit Tribe

Kay will be speaking about the challenges that Coast Salish Peoples are facing and how
community members can be good allies.

We'll also be voting on new board members and giving updates on what was accomplished
in 2025. We hope to see you there and have your input and your presence as we look forward
to the new year.

Oak Harbor Man Arrested for Arson

On December 24, 2025, at approximately 12:09 p.m., Oak Harbor Fire Department
personnel responded to a report of an apartment fire in the 600 block of SE Ireland
Street in Oak Harbor.

Shortly after fire crews arrived on scene, Oak Harbor Police received a report of a
suspicious male who had been observed running from the area of the apartment that
was on fire. Officers located the individual in the 300 block of Ely Street, where he was
detained without incident.

The male was identified as Eric Turner, 32. Preliminary investigation determined that
the fire originated inside Mr. Turner’s apartment and was intentionally set. At the time
of the fire, at least one neighboring apartment was occupied, placing residents at risk.

Based on the investigation, Mr. Turner was arrested and booked into the Island
County Jail for Arson in the First Degree.

“l want to sincerely thank North Whidbey Fire, NAS Whidbey Fire, and Whidbey Health
EMS for their immediate assistance and continued support. The strong partnership
we share is critical when we are faced with fires or multiple emergencies. In those
moments, lives and properties are on the line, and our ability to work seamlessly
together makes all the difference for the communities we serve,” said Oak Harbor
Fire Department Fire Chief, Travis Anderson

This incident remains under investigation with the Oak Harbor Police Department and
the Oak Harbor Fire Department. Anyone with additional information is encouraged

to contact the Oak Harbor Police Department at (360) 279-4600.
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A Weekend of Jazz Rock Alchemy to Open in January
at WICA

Two nights of reimagined blues and rock classics that blend jazz, groove, and fusion will open
at the Whidbey Island Center for the Arts (WICA) on January 2 for the first ever ReShaped series
in Langley. Guitarists Troy Chapman and Honza Kourimsky will bring to the WICA campus
a weekend celebrating the music of icons J.J. Cale and Eric Clapton, reinterpreted with
improvisation, rhythm, and soulful energy—a delightful take on upbeat classics, reimagined
for the WICA audience.

Programming kicks off with a January 2 performance at 7:30 p.m. featuring TC Ryder and The
Groovetones. With a stellar core of musicians, TC Ryder—also known as Whidbey's own Troy
Chapman—Greg Beck, Brad Thomas, John Stawarz, and David Malony will delight audience
members with “a heapin’ helpin’ of the best grooves ever to come out of the Southwest.”
According to the group, “you'll feel the deep groove from your toes on up, and maybe even
sing along with a chorus or two.”

On January 3 at 7:30 p.m., Kourimsky, a Czech-born guitarist and composer, will bring to the
stage his fusion project Riding With The King, which grst debuted in Scotland. An electrifying
reinterpretation of Eric Clapton’s legendary catalog through the lens of jazz, funk, and soul,
Riding With The King is a performance that bridges improvisational depth with the emotional
heart of Clapton’s music. A previous Scottish Jazz Awards and Peter Whittingham Jazz Award
nominee, Kourimsky's work has been featured on BBC Radio 3, Jazz FM, and RFI France. He'll
be joined by an outstanding ensemble of local and regional talent: Keegan Harshman (bass),
Roy Gabelein (drums), Grant Neubauer (piano), and Seattle saxophone legend Alex Dugdale,
recipient of multiple Earshot Jazz Awards. Special guests include violinist Gloria Ferry-Brennan,
violist Marena Salerno Collins, vocalist Audrey Stangland, and guitarist Troy Chapman.

For Kourimsky, this powerhouse lineup of Riding With The King “blends expressive solos,
lush harmonies, and groove-driven energy to honor Clapton’s timeless music in a bold,
contemporary style.”

In addition to the performances, Kourimsky will host an Improv Lab: A Practical Workshop for
Guitarists on January 3 at 11:00 a.m. Open to all levels, this workshop provides attendees with
a hands-on session tfocused on rhythm, harmony, melody, scales, phrasing, and building your
improviser voice. Attendees will explore improvising over blues and rock forms, how to outline
and hit chord changes, and how to intentionally play outside without losing the thread.

Tickets for ReShaped are selling quickly, with fewer than half still available for purchase. To learn more
about the events and to purchase tickets, visit wicaonline.org/reshaped.

Small sit at Hidden Beach to see birds

Whidbey Audubon Society is hosting a quiet field trip from 9 to 11 a.m. on Monday, January
5in Greenbank. The trip will focus on diving ducks (goldeneye, bufflehead, scoters) and other
marine birds. No walking for this field trip just sit or stand and watch the birds. Bring a chair if
you want one. The trip leader will have one scope to share, please bring one if you have one.
Participants are free to come and go as they please during the two hour “sit”. There is a flat
paved parking area with room for 10 or more vehicles. The directions to Hidden Beach start
from North Bluff Road north of Greenbank, turn east onto Neon Drive, then left on Cranes
Landing Drive and then slight left on Hidden Beach Drive, which ends at the parking lot at the
bottom of the hill. The closest restroom is the Greenbank Farm. There is no fee. Any questions,
please contact the trip leader, Madrone Ruggiero at poultrypalace@yahoo.com.

Habitat for Humanity’

of Island County

islandcountyhabitat.org/store
Unique finds at affordable prices

*prices listed include sales tax*
For inquiries or to see items in person

email: onlinestore@islandcountyhabitat.com

[ 2 )
4

(A
% ®$THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT | TURN ME INTO AN ENVELOPE’."




JANUARY 2, 2026 - JANUARY 8, 2026 WhidbeviaWe ekly www.whidbeyweekly.com

LOCALLY OWNED LOCALLY OPERATED
Dn Setting svetemes rather than goale for the new vear:
NG ESIOYONCHAOMC A CLACIL LIS O L DLAIA CHACTVVAY/Cctly
M}\M {h BY CHARLES LAFOND ISLAND FUNDRAISER, POTTER, AUTHOR,
a . AND ESSAYIST
Healith Senvices
. Hearing & Balance Center For years | tried to make New Year's

Resolutions, and every year they lasted until
the appearance of the first daffodils. They
never stuck.

Perhaps I'm just not dedicated or disciplined
enough. In my 20’s | was an executive
: with the YMCA of Greater Richmond. We
2 balanced our budget on the premise that
we would see a huge surge in memberships

in January, only to need to reduce the

towels order by March when those

/CCD IO\ 1= Resolutions-makers trailed off from using

IWEE; !\\[a .,(.i,l' the YMCA (and yet never stopped paying
AARRECATER TA o the monthly autopay dues!) In other words,
':l":'lvh"\‘lti.k 1cU 11U ‘\'AV,‘..E'A,' . we budgeted for their resolutions in January
= == AND for their inevitable disinclination to

i-_,,%— — i
vV N
o NE
&+ 2023 «
N Y

e BEST or
WHIDBEY keep them by March.
o In my third book | outlined this theory:

annual resolutions don’t work, but daily
decisions do. So here it is so that you don't
need to buy another book!

The key to making changes in one’s life is not to set goals but to establish and then
protect systems.

If | set a goal to lose 20 pounds by June and plan to do so by running 5 miles a day and
eating a ketogenic diet, then | am setting myself up for failure. That's setting goals.

Hearing Health Services utilizes state-of-the-art hearing aid technologies,
a comprehensive array of services and the collective expertise of our
experienced, empathetic multi-provider team to ensure hearing success

However, setting systems will work because it's a daily, prompted choice and not an
annual goal. A system for this desire to lose weight and eat healthily is not to place a goal
in June but to place a system that sets one up for success. Taking this same example of

when you’re together with loved ones. weight loss, some systems one could set up to become healthier might include:
Discover the difference the latest hearing solutions p _a'r‘"k g e DAILY...
can make in your daily moments. V- ¥ 1. Set running shoes and outfit on the counter by the coffee machine.

2. Purge the house of processed foods.

3. Make a fresh vegetable run every other day to keep good food choices readily
at hand.

. Remove all pastas and sweets from the house.

20 NW Birch St., Coupeville, WA 98239

(360) 678-1423
www.coupevillehearing.com

4
5. Fast from alcohol.
6. Walk 20 minutes after each meal

7. Get 9 hours of sleep.

So, instead of setting goals way off over 12 months such as “loose 20 pounds,” set daily
practices that get you to a goal so that every day you are making systemic choices rather
than looking down a long calendar only to get there not having lived out the systems that
achieve those goals.

Rather than setting lofty goals in January, just schedule a day alone in silence (a retreat in
a forest, a walk on a beach, a day in a cabin, a few hours by a fire in a hotel lobby, even a
long drive alone) — spend time alone, without your iPhone on, and in silence. Watch your
thoughts. They will tell you what you actually want.

We could use your help

There are no solutions, only tradeoffs. Every day we get up and fall down, get up and
fall down, get up and fall down. But having systems set up in your life that point to and
encourage THE DAILY acts that contribute to the annual hopes, is the best way to make
change in one’s life.

with these items:

Pasta

Large cans of fruit

Big family size Ravioli/stew/chili

Regular size cans (150z) of
tomato products

e Want to write? Put the computer or notebook and pen where you go EVERY DAY
at 6:00 to write, with an egg timer set for an hour or two.

* Want to make a friend? Set up a weekly chat for 2-3 hours and always show up.

e Want to learn to paint? set up the easel in front of the TV and make TV your
reward for the daily lesson.

e Want to learn an instrument? Place it on your dinner table where you pass it five
times a day.

e \Want to clean the house? Place the vacuum cleaner, dust cloth, Pledge, cleaning
solvent and sponge in a pile on the floor where, tomorrow, you need to bend over
and move it in order to ignore it.

1091 SE Hathaway St - Oak Harbor - 360-675-0681 | used to deal in annual goals, but managing daily SYSTEMS, works better for me.

SERVING OUR WHIDBEY COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS AND COUNTING Vel TN

Whidbey »)- SeaTac
Shuttle & Charter

Like us on: facebook®

Whidbeyﬁ\\Neekly

WINTER BREAK
360-682-8283

T[B]AO\\,I\EI L & www.whidbeyweekly.com .

BOOK YOUR

Direct Nonstop Service Between

Whidbey Island &
Seatac Internatiopal Airport

Y POINT
360.679.4003 | www.seatacshuttle.com R?_fJKMBING Your trusted plumbing and handyman
& MAINTENANCE service for all of Whidbey Island & Anacortes.
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COZY CRAFTERNOON
Friday, Jan. 2, 2-4 p.m.
Langley Library, 104 Second St.

All ages are invited to slow down and
enjoy a cozy afternoon of creativity.
Craft supplies, games, puzzles and
warm beverages will be provided, and
participants are welcome to bring a
project or game to share. Supplies
provided by the Friends of the Langley
Library.

RESHAPED: A WEEKEND OF JAZZ-
ROCK ALCHEMY
Friday-Saturday, Jan. 2-3

Whidbey Island Center for the Arts, 565
Camano Ave., Langley

Two nights of blues and rock classics
reimagined through jazz, groove, and
fusion. Guitarists Troy Chapman and
Honza Kourimsky lead an all-star lineup
celebrating the music of J.J. Cale and
Eric Clapton with bold improvisation and
soulful energy.

Friday: TC Ryder & The Groovetones
explore the laid-back, irresistible grooves
of J.J. Cale.

Saturday: Honza Kourimsky's Riding With
the King delivers fresh, jazz-infused takes
on Eric Clapton favorites.

A guitar workshop focused on developing
personal style and improvisation is also
part of the weekend. Weekend passes
available.

LANGLEY FIRST SATURDAY ART
WALK

Saturday, Jan. 3| 5-7 p.m.
Downtown Langley

Stroll through downtown Langley and
enjoy an evening of art, conversation,
and community. Galleries stay open late
with new exhibitions, artist meet-and-
greets, and a festive atmosphere perfect
for a winter evening walk.

STEAM SUNDAY: CODE IT
Sunday, Jan. 4, 2-3 p.m.
Freeland Library, 5495 Harbor Ave.

Kids ages 5-13 are invited to explore
coding concepts through hands-on play
with Botley the Coding Robot, Code-a-
Pillar and Ozobots. This monthly STEAM
program encourages curiosity, problem-
solving and creativity through interactive
activities. Supported by the Friends of
the Freeland Library.

TODDLER STORYTIME WITH
REBECCA

Monday, Jan. 5, 10-11 a.m.
Freeland Library, 5495 Harbor Ave.,

Toddlers and caregivers are invited to
jump, bounce and explore stories, music
and movement designed to nurture early
literacy. A playtime follows the storytime.

Additional dates:

Mondays, 10-11 a.m.: Jan. 12 and 26;
Feb. 2, 9 and 23; March 2, 9, 16, 23 and
30.

LEGO® BLOCK PARTY
Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2245-4 p.m.
Coupeville Library, Meeting Room
788 NW Alexander St., Coupeville

Create with LEGO® at the library. Build
independently or with others using
materials provided. This is a drop-in
program for ages 5 and up.

Additional date:
Wednesday, Feb. 4, 2:45-4 p.m.

FAMILY STORYTIME

Thursday, Jan. 8, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Coupeville Library, Meeting Room
788 NW Alexander St., Coupeville

Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and creative
activities together as a family to support
early literacy. A playtime or art activity
may follow.

Additional dates:
Thursdays, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Jan. 15, 22, 29

Feb. 5,12, 19, 26

March 5, 12, 19

FLYING FINGERS DEAF & HOH

SOCIAL

Friday, Jan. 9, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Langley United Methodist Church at
Fireside Room, Third St & Anthes Ave.

We are a group of Deaf and Hard-
of-Hearing ASL learners.  Enjoying
conversations, practice signing and a
surprise part is sharing in goodies. Watch
for posters that lead you into Fireside
Room, back section of church.

DROP-IN TECH HELP
Thursday, Jan. 8, 10-11 a.m.
Freeland Library

5495 Harbor Ave.

Get one-on-one help accessing library
digital resources, including e-books,
e-audiobooks, streaming media and
online learning tools. Bring your device
for help getting started or for basic
troubleshooting. No registration required.

Additional dates:
Thursdays, 10-11 a.m.
Jan. 22, 29

Feb.5, 12,19, 26
March 5, 12, 19, 26

HYGGE HIDEAWAY
Thursday, Jan. 8, 3:30-5 p.m.
Langley Library, 104 Second St.

Settle in for a cozy afternoon of
conversation, candlelight, simple crafts
and warm tea. Bring a project you are
already working on or enjoy an easy
hands-on activity provided by the library.
Open to adults and teens.

Additional dates:
Thursday, Feb. 5~ 3:30-5 p.m.
Thursday, March 5, 3:30-5 p.m.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
Friday, Jan. 9, 10:30-11:30 a.m
Langley Library, 104 Second St.

Share books, songs and creative activities
designed to help preschoolers build
early literacy skills. A short playtime or art
activity may follow.

Additional dates:

Friday, Jan. 16, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 23, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday, Jan. 30, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday, Feb. 6, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday, Feb. 13, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday, Feb. 20, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday, Feb. 27, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday, March 6, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday, March 13, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Friday, March 20, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

FANDOM FRIDAY

Friday, Jan. 9, 3:00-4:30 p.m.
Langley Library

104 Second St.

Tweens and teens are invited to bring
their favorite fandom and connect with
others who share their interests. Whether
it's gaming, music, books, anime, DnD, or
something entirely your own, this casual
hangout offers conversation, simple
crafts, and snacks in a welcoming space.
Snacks provided by the Friends of the
Langley Library.

LOONS AT DECEPTION PASS
Saturday, Jan. 10, 9 a.m.-noon
Deception Pass State Park, 41020 SR 20,
Oak Harbor

Join the Whidbey Audubon Society for
a free birding field trip to observe red-
throated loons feeding in the outgoing
currents at Deception Pass before they
migrate north to breed. A Discover Pass
is required.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK
SALE

Saturday, Jan. 10, 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Freeland Library, 5495 Harbor Ave.

Browse hundreds of books for all ages
during the Friends of the Freeland
Library’s monthly book sale, held in the
library meeting room. Books are available
by donation, or fill a bag for $20. Proceeds
support library programs, services, and

Weekly

materials. Cash, check, cards, and Venmo
accepted. Families welcome.

Additional dates:

Second Saturdays, 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Feb. 14; March 14; April 11; May 9; June
13; July 11; Aug. 8; Sept. 12; Oct. 10;
Nov. 14

READ TO JOE THE THERAPY DOG
Saturday, Jan. 10, 11:00 a.m.—noon
Freeland Library 5495 Harbor Ave.,

Children are invited to read aloud to
Joe, a friendly and patient certified
therapy dog. Reading to a dog helps
build confidence and strengthen reading
skills by providing a calm, nonjudgmental
audience. Intended for elementary-age
readers, though all are welcome to stop
by and say hello.

WHIDBEY BRIDAL EXPO
Saturday, Jan. 10| 11 a.m.—~4 p.m.,
Freeland Hall, 1515 Shoreview Drive,
Freeland |

Calling all brides-to-be. Plan your
dream wedding at the Whidbey Bridal
Expo, hosted at historic Freeland Hall
overlooking Holmes Harbor. Meet
Whidbey Island wedding professionals,
explore entertainment options, discover
florals and décor, and sample catering
offerings.

Admission is free. This is a 21-and-over
event. A raffle drawing will be held at 1
p.m. Sampling, giveaways and products
for sale will be available. Hosted by
Bootleg & Bridle Mobile Bar Services.

SONGS OF FREEDOM WITH DANA
LYONS

Saturday, Jan. 10 | 2-5 p.m.

Whidbey Institute, Thomas Berry Hall
6449 Old Pietila Road, Clinton

Renowned  singer-songwriter ~ Dana
Lyons returns for an inspiring afternoon
of music and storytelling. Known as an
“environmental  troubadour,”  Lyons
shares songs from across America
highlighting unlikely alliances working
for democracy and care for the planet.
Suggested donation $15-25; no one
turned away for lack of funds. Limited
seating.

Additional dates:
Feb. 14, March 14; April 11, May 9
All dates run 11:00 a.m.—noon

THE ART OF AWE AND WONDER:
REHEARSING RESILIENCE

Sunday, Jan. 18, 2-6 p.m.

Whidbey Institute, Sanctuary at the
Heartland, 6449 Old Pietila Road, Clinton

This  participatory  workshop invites
adults to explore awe and wonder
as everyday practices of resilience
through movement, music, and creative
expression. Guided by expressive arts
facilitators Marta Mulholland and Ruth
Yeo-Peterman, participants will reconnect
with inspiration, build creative community,
and collaborate in short arts-based pieces
for shared reflection and celebration.
Suggested donation $20-$40.

STORMING THE SOUND

Friday, Jan. 23, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Skagit Valley College, 2405 East College
Way, Mount Vernon

Environmental educators from across
the North Sound region are invited to
gather for a day of learning, collaboration
and inspiration hosted by Sound Water
Stewards. The event features keynote
speaker Chris Morgan and focuses on
understanding challenges facing regional
ecosystems and communities, while
sharing ideas and goals for a healthier
future.
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\Your Donations
» Are Always
D> Needed and
J” Appreciated!

WHIDBEY.

HELP

Your Community Food Bank Since 1977
1091 SE Hathaway St e 0ak Harbor
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Our Caregiver/Owners come to
YOUin Skagit & Island County!

The Little Things
shopping, errands,

Personal Care Services
bathing, dressing, meals,

& meds transportation,

Home Management companionship, social
Support engagement
housekeeping, meals, Extras .
laundry, respite, Idemenna qare,
& pet care end of life

360-474-2560
\I www.heartsong.i“ﬁ-

WATCH
REPAIR &
BATTERIES

Allow Linds to help

you with all your watch
repair and watch
battery needs.
All repair estimates

1609 E. Main St « Freeland « 360-221-6111
www.lindswhidbeyisland.com
Monday-Saturday 10-6, Closed Sunday
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~ Publication in the Works ~

Whidbe

A dedicated hiring and workforce insert spotlighting
local jobs, local businesses, and local workers—
designed to circulate widely and stay relevant.

Be a part of the mix.

PROPOSED SECTIONS

« Featured Local Employers

« Full-Time & Part-Time Jobs

 Seasonal & Spring-Summer
Hiring

 Trades & Skilled Labor

« Healthcare & Caregiving

« Hospitality & Retail

+  Youth & First Jobs

- Military & Spouse-Friendly
Employment

« Help Wanted

« Situations Wanted

Curated. Local. No algorithms.

ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITIES
+ Standard Job Listings

+ Enhanced Listings (bold + logo)
+ Help Wanted Classifieds

+ Situations Wanted Ads

+ Featured Employer Profiles

+ Category Sponsorships

Built for real hiring, not clicks.

Ads starting at $65

Multi-position and
early-commitment options available.

INTERESTED?
Call: 360-682-8283

Now booking employers, businesses, and organizations
interested in hiring on Whidbey.
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Like us on: faCEb00k®
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360-682-8283

www.whidbeyweekly.com
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% THE LORE OF
ISPORTFISHING

PREMONITION AND PLANNING

It's the New Year and now is the time to be prepared for the upcoming seasonal
fishing and here is why. If you are like me and have used a specific color lure, or have
a favorite natural bait, or an irresistible squeeze bottle of fish scent that have proven
themselves to catch fish time after time and you have extreme confidence in these
items, you will quickly become very attached to this tackle. However, companies are
bought and sold, legacy knowledge can start to fade, and building materials can
change. Unfortunately that once common reliable tackle color or type has been
replaced or is no longer available. This is nothing new, tackle tends to change over
time but it can be frustrating when it happens.

Many times that magic lure will not show itself for a long time after you originally
bought it, it could be when you finally pull it free from the bottom of the tackle box
or one of your little anglers look at you and say “what about this one?” No matter
how it is discovered its fish catching value becomes priceless! Then the unthinkable
happens, that magical lure is lost in a fish’s mouth, it gets snagged up and broken
off on a deep river root ball, or you could have lost track of it during the off season.

No matter how it disappeared you will now be on a mission to replace it, and finding
yourself searching countless tackle shops, surfing the web like a madman, and
potentially paying a crazy high price if you do happen to find one, | have firsthand
experience here. I'm hoping to help steer you clear of this painful situation. This is
when premonition and planning abruptly kicks in, why, because it was the only one
you had.

Here are some tips on how to keep ahead of “sorry that lure is no longer available”:

e Always buy a minimum of two, most of us have young
anglers anyway, and two lures in the water can help put
fish in the cooler.

Two or more just in case.

e Pick up that proven lure in different sizes, trust me
salmon, trout, and steelhead will still trigger on subtle \ W
size changes (it's the same color and basic shape). LA

* Look closely on the package to see if it is a limited
edition, usually it will be a limited color scheme or
pattern. | think companies often test the consumer
base to see how well it sells before going whole hog!

"75 anniversary Limited edition color."

e Coordinate with a supplier or local business to
buy in bulk, sometimes if a large enough order is placed the manufacturer will
make a special run. My fishing buddies and | did this with a salmon trolling flasher
color we loved that we couldn’t find anymore. There were enough of us that
fished with them. We just divided up the cost among all of us.

*  Tryto contact the lure manufacturer to see if they will deal directly with you. Keep
in mind larger companies will probably decline due to it's not cost effective for
them to make just a few. However smaller manufactures are more willing to push
out smaller orders, and might consider making a run of a color scheme you have
in mind.

* Visit the oldest tackle shops you can find in
town while traveling, they could have some of
those discontinued magical lures still on the
pegs. Remember it's not just tackle shops that
carry fishing tackle, boat shops, general stores,
and many convenient stores will have small end
of the isle (end caps) with a variety of gear.

This place has got to have one.

g The most exciting option is to make it yourself
if possible, with all of the crafty fishermen out there and
today’s endless crafting supplies, lure making supply
stores and catalogs, a person may not have to rely on
retail lures. One thing to consider here is start-up cost, in
the beginning gathering up all of the parts needed could
get a little pricey. But hey, just skip the drive thru cups of
coffee for a couple weeks and you might have enough to
get started.

4

Having the forethought (premonition) of a lure going away for good, and planning for
that day by stashing three or four of your favorite lures and gear away could someday
make you the only fisherman that landed fish that day.

As of January 2026, the city of Oak Harbor (Oak Harbor Marina) will begin its fifth year
of managing the Salmon Enhancement and Recovery Program. This program acts as
an outdoor classroom for Whidbey Island residents where people can learn about the
life cycle of our Pacific salmon and be part of the larger recovery effort to increase the
number of salmon returning to the Puget Sound. Volunteers are always welcome to
help feed and monitor the juvenile salmon for the short four month period we have
them here in Oak Harbor. If you have questions or would like more information on the
program, contact me at tlfishmonger@gmail.com or contact the Oak Harbor Marina
at 360-279-4575.

Rabbit fur for lure making.

THANK YOU FOR READING | USE ME AS FIRE STARTER
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What Military Families Should Know When
Choosing Childcare on Whidbey Island

Whidbey%\feekly

SECURE YOUR ADVERTISING FOR THE YEAR
Advertising space available for rent
with a one-year contract.

Plan ahead. Lock in placement.
Show up consistently in your community.

Submitted by Ashish Batwara

A few months ago, a mom came to tour our center the week after arriving on Whidbey
Island. Her husband had already reported to the base. She had two toddlers, a house
full of boxes, and no idea where to start with childcare. “I just need to know my kids
are safe so | can breathe,” she told me.

That conversation stuck with me because it captures what so many military families
feel when they get here. Finding childcare isn't just checking a box. It's finding a
partner you can trust during one of the most demanding seasons of your life.

After more than ten years working with young children and their families, here’s what
I'd tell any parent navigating this search.

Look for consistency first
Military life is unpredictable enough. The last thing you need is a childcare center that
closes unexpectedly because they're short-staffed.

When you tour a center, ask directly: “How often have you had to close in the past
year?” A well-run program will have a clear answer. You also want to know if they
maintain their teacher-to-child ratios even when someone calls in sick. That tells you
they've built in backup plans rather than running on the bare minimum.

Know your subsidy options

Many military families don’t realize they may qualify for help paying for childcare.
MCCYN, which stands for Military Child Care in Your Neighborhood, helps eligible
families afford civilian care when on-base options don’t work for them. Washington
State also offers DSHS subsidies through the Working Connections program for
families who meet income guidelines.

Not every center accepts these because the paperwork is substantial. Ask specifically
whether providers participate and whether they have experience with the enrollment
process. It makes a real difference.

Ask about the people, not just the space

It's easy to be impressed by a beautiful facility, but the people caring for your children
matter far more than the décor. Ask about staff credentials. Teachers with degrees
in Early Childhood Education bring training in child development, age-appropriate
learning, and recognizing when something's off.

Ask about turnover too. When teachers leave frequently, it disrupts the attachments
children form. Centers that invest in their staff tend to keep them longer, and that
stability shows up in how your child experiences their day.

Think beyond cameras and locked doors

Security matters, but real safety is about more than hardware. Yes, look for secure
entry systems with individual door codes. Exterior cameras around the building add
accountability. But also ask about supervision ratios, emergency plans, and how staff
communicate with parents throughout the day.

A center that sends you photos and updates through an app isn't just being nice.
They're showing you they have nothing to hide.

Understand what “curriculum” means for little ones

When you ask about curriculum, listen for approaches that follow children’s interests
rather than rigid lesson plans. For infants and toddlers, play-based learning isn't a
lack of structure. It's how young children actually develop language, motor skills, and
social understanding.

Ask how learning gets documented and shared with you. Good programs will show
you examples and explain how everyday activities connect to developmental goals.

Trust what you notice

During your tour, watch how teachers interact with the children already there. Are they
at eye level with kids? Do they respond warmly when a child needs something? Does
the room feel calm or chaotic?

Your gut matters. If something feels off, it probably is.

Finding your partner

Military families give a lot to this community and this country. You deserve childcare
providers who understand the unique pressures you face and genuinely want to
support your children’s growth.

Take time to visit multiple centers. Ask the hard questions. And when you find the
right fit, you'll know. You'll finally be able to breathe.

Nidhi Gupta is the Owner and Director of Nurture with Care Kids Academy, with over
10 years of experience working with children. The academy serves families at their
two Oak Harbor locations. Learn more at https://nurturewithcarekidsacademy.com.
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Planning ahead is simple.
The benefits are immense.

Contact us today to discuss
pre-arrangements or transfer
of existing arrangements.

WALLIN

STUCKY
FUNERAL HOME

1811 NE 16th Ave - Oak Harbor « 360-675-3447 - info@wallinfuneralhome.com
5533 East Harbor Road « Freeland « 360-221-6600
www.wallinfuneralhome.com

ChelseaRavenBonacello
02/11/1952 - 12/09/2025

Chelsea Raven Bonacello, born
Candice Maria Pflaum, was born on
February 11, 1952, in Detroit, Michigan
to Richard Joseph Frederick Pflaum and
Laurel Elaine Rhodes Pflaum. She had
two sisters, Elizabeth and Robyn.

As a young adult she attended school
and obtained a master's degree from
Cal Arts, in California. Later she also
became certified in home-healthcare
and performed this service off and on
after certification. She also became
a Journeyman painter, and painted
grand Victorian Homes on Whidbey
Island, in Western Washington state,
where she lived for many years. She
was the business owner of Island Pride
Painting and painted these beauties
with the aid of cherry pickers to reach
high and scaffolding to be safe. She employed several other people as her business
grew.

] P ’ [ '

Imaglﬂation Ceve

Children's Museum

First and foremost, she was an artist and musician. Drawing and painting with great
sensitivity always and playing her cello in orchestras with soulful, mellow sounds.

She changed her name legally from Candice Maria Pflaum to Chelsea Raven Bonacello
in 1977. The last name to reflect her joy in the cello and the first and middle for other
personal reasons. As an artist most of all, she needed a name to reflect her personal
spirit. For years when younger, she did “live” alternative theatre with very special
friends. This satisfied her spirit in a very special way, like nothing else.

Chelsea Raven Bonacello, born Candice Maria Pflaum, lived a full, creative life
practicing many arts and many skills. We are all so very proud of the courageous and
creative life she lived.

We cannot end this memorial without mentioning a very, very important focus of her
life. Chelsea was very active in the Feminist Movement and Gay Rights from the early
1970's throughout her life. It has always been of supreme importance to her.

INDOOR PLAY - PARTY SUPPLIES - YARD CARDS - BALLOON BAR

Chelsea had many, many people in her life who loved her and who had good reason

CRAFTS - STEM KITS - USBORINE BOOKS - CUSTOIN APPARECL & DECOR

230 SE Ploneer Way, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 360-246 4676
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ONLINE AD SUBMISSIONS
NOW AVAILABI.E'

Advertising in the Whidbey Weekly
is an investment in your business
and your community.

Friday, Jan. 2 - Sunday, Jan. 4:
Zootopia 2 (PG) &
Avatar Fire and Ash (PG-13)

Sunday, 4, Single Feature:
Avatar Fire & Ash

Box office, Snackbar, Arcade & Tavern open at 4pm.
First movie starts at 7pm.
11 & OVER $6.50%; KIDS 5-10 $1.00%; 4 & UNDER FREE *CASH PRICES
GO KARTS CLOSED FOR THE SEASON
1403 N MONROE LANDING RD - OAK HARBOR
360-675-5667 - www.bluefoxdrivein.com
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to appreciate her. She is missed so much more than we can say.

Chelsea died in her home, asleep in her bed, of natural causes, on December 9th ,
2025. She's with God, whoever we conceive her or him to be.

Family and friends are encouraged to share memories and condolences at www.

whidbeymemorial.com .

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

The year begins with determination and
focus. Mars fuels new goals, and your
energy feels unstoppable. Just pace
yourself—steady progress beats quick
bursts. A midweek insight sharpens your
plans.

TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
You're craving expansion—travel, new
learning, or a bold shift in mindset.
Venus brings harmony in relationships
and optimism in outlook. Follow what
feels inspiring, not just familiar.

GEMINI (May 22 - Jun 21)

This week brings introspection and
transformation. Old habits lose their hold
as you clear emotional space for growth.
By the weekend, a small decision could
bring lasting confidence.

CANCER (Jun 22 - Jul 22)

Relationships deepen under gentle
cosmic light. You're ready to build
stronger  bonds  through  honest

dialogue. A partnership—personal or
professional—proves more supportive
than expected.

LEO (Jul 23 - Aug 23)

New routines fuel success. Structure
brings peace, and organization sets the
tone for 2026. Friday's energy boosts
motivation—recognition comes when
you balance ambition with kindness.

VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sept 22)
Creativity and romance blossom! A
joyful start to the year invites you to
express your unique style. Someone's
admiration reminds you that your quiet
effort never goes unnoticed.

LIBRA (Sept 23 - Oct 23)

Home is where your heart recharges.
Spend time with loved ones and restore
balance before work demands pick up.
Weekend energy encourages grounding
through beauty and simplicity.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

Your voice carries power this week.
Communicate  your  ideas  with
confidence—others are ready to listen.
Travel, meetings, or short projects go
especially well under midweek stars.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23 - Dec 21)
Finances and priorities align. You're
reassessing what truly adds value to your
life. Smart budgeting and thoughtful
planning strengthen your foundation for
the year ahead.

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 - Jan 20)

It's your moment, Capricorn! The
Sun highlights your sign, bringing
visibility and fresh motivation. Step into
leadership roles with confidence—your
steady approach inspires trust.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 18)

Take things slow and listen to your
inner rhythm. Rest, reflection, and quiet
creativity help you prepare for big
moves later this month. Clarity grows
from calm.

PISCES (Feb 19 — Mar 20)

Friendships energize you! A group
effort or shared vision takes shape
early in the week. Collaboration brings
joy—and may even lead to an exciting
opportunity.
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Full Moon in Cancer 13° and Venus/Mars Conjunction in Capricorn

On January 2, Chiron stations direct in Aries at 22°. This pulls a lot of focus toward
our healing journeys, the progress we've made on addressing old wounds, and the
confidence we have cultivated in these areas since late July 2025. What have you had
to look at and feel through more deeply during this time period? Especially topics
related to self-respect, self-assertion, impulsivity, ego imbalances and connection
to true desires? Chiron direct amplifies the vibrant and very present emotions of
tomorrow'’s full Moon in Cancer. It asks us to get vulnerable with ourselves and others
and in all matters of the word, to take care. How are you caring for yourself? For your
inner life?

On January 3, the first full Moon of the year arrives powerful and bright. In its home
sign of Cancer at 13° and in a trine to the North Node in Pisces at 10°, feelings are
loud and strong. They are pulling at us to pay attention to them today. Something
in the Cancer area of your birth chart is complete now. (Visit readingsbynoa.com
to book a reading.) The full Moon illuminates emotional results of past actions and
cycles. The Cancer/Capricorn axis will make us aware of the adjustments required to
balance public vs. private or work vs. home life. The Moon opposes the Sun/Venus/
Mars in a Capricorn conjunction, roping in themes around commitments and care
in relationships. What are you committing to? Are you including a commitment to
yourself? What responsibilities are complete or need attention now? What does
emotional integrity mean to you? What direction feels aligned for you now? The truth
of our feelings are alive. Can you feel them in your body? Where? Allow your intuitive
nature to guide you now. This is a pivotal moment in a powerful week.

On January 6, the Sun conjuncts Venus in Capricorn at 16° and on January 7, Venus
conjuncts Mars in Capricorn at 18°. January 5-10 might be described as a very magical
pocket of time, as Sun/Mars/Venus all conjunct exactly on January 9. The spotlight
of the Sun amplifies how the cosmic lovers are getting along. How we are getting
along. Through the lens of Capricorn, we are more interested in the practicality and
endurance of our most beloved connections and how to strengthen their foundations.
This transit will be amplifying ambition and the goals that we have both in our
personal lives and public legacies - and especially in regards to romantic pursuits.
We can be more open to love, more social, more driven to pursue our desires and
creative projects. This is a potent time to invest in something you believe will have a
solid ROI, whether physically, financially, socially, or emotionally. Overall, this is a very
fortunate time, and we would all do very well to utilize it responsibly. Making offers
or accepting offers could be happening now. Meeting important people. Take action
on something that matters to you. What do you want to grow? Move in that direction
and make an offering on the altar of your desires under this sky. Know and commit to
your boundaries, your values. Say yes.

fr’fﬂmf & ‘.2 et

(Caretiseg & oat Setiroed

Bootleg & Bridle Mobile Bartending Flowers by the Bay
Chef Dane Catering Island Flourish
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Ikaika Catering Flera Spa & Skincare
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Dugollo Bay Reflectio
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Phoenix Russo Photography
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January 2nd - January 8th :
Nine of Cups

And so the new vyear begins. Your
resolutions are written, and even those
that have sworn off the tradition tuck
a few intentions close to the vest.
Determination will persevere far for
many, but others find themselves
meeting the frustration of resistance
in pursuing certain goals. Resistance
which continues to firm up against your
progress throughout the week, like
concrete setting.

This hold is not a matter of willpower
forcing submission to your new routine.
This week’s card is your quiet invitation
to listen to the resistance. Which is quite
different than blind obedience, but
rather, to what is the resistance drawing
your attention? Are your resolutions in
your own best interest, or are they what
you believe is expected of you? Are
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your goals in alignment or controversy
to what your body, your soul, your heart
truly needs of you?

You can have nearly anything you desire,
except that which would help you to
betray or abandon yourself. You're not
lazy. You're conflicted. Ask yourself
what's holding you back, ask again, and
again, deeper, then address what you
hear, lovingly.

It's only ever you against you, bb. But
the only way to ‘defeat’ your personal
Bowser is to get him, or rather you, on
your own side. Dare to dream, big and
outlandish. Yes, about what you want
from these next twelve months, but also
beyond. And then ask yourself why you
cannot have what you want. Through
this inquiry you're provided a series of
equations to resolve to move the needle
ever closer to your goals.

Now you know how to adjust the scope
on your future, but your stubbornness
and your vice grip are like an anchor
on the sea floor while raising the sails.
If your hands are already full of past
treasures you've been unwilling to
release, you'll not be able to take hold of
all you've been wishing and calling forth.
Do the paperweights bring you joy? Are
they guiding you toward who you're
becoming? Unload all that is combatting
the wind at your back. You do not need
to bear the weight of the library for the
stories to always walk with you. ~Xo,
Tiffany

Cards are drawn from the classic Rider
Waite Smith tarot deck.

Discover more at:
tiffanyfitzpatrick

https://linktr.ee/

Cards are drawn from the classic Rider Waite
Smith tarot deck.

Receive your own detailed reading by emailing
me at: tlzcanyfltzpatrlckco@gmal| com

And discover more
https //linktr. ee/tlffanyﬂtzpatrlck

Shadow Weaving 2Ir Inlensive

A transformational experience for the Mew Year!
A 2Hr wraparound healing for mind body soul,

including:

Energy Healing | Chakra Alignment | Aura Cleanse

Tarot | Soul Contract Review | Timeline Shift

A Beginner's CGuide to Shadow Waork

Step-by-Step Instructions

1-Week of Personal Suppor

Mention Whidbey Weekly for 10% Off

tiffanyfitzpatrickco@zmail.com
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DECEPTION PASS
TOWING

3609292862

3063 OAK HARBOR RD - OAK HARBOR, WA 98277

COMMUNITY DRIVEN | TURN ME INTO A BOAT
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CLUES ACROSS CLUESDOWN
1 Ship’s sail 1 Skippy rival
4 Some TVs 2 This -- stickup!”
8 Corned beef recipe Z IS{oﬁa’s land hroueh
12 Terre Haute sch. ummage (through)
5 Stallion-to-be
13 Greek vowel 6 - standstill
14 Iso- 7 Plopped down
15 Flop 8 Fireplace part
17 Pop’s sister 9 Water color?
18 Coated with gold 10 Crooned
19 Is boastful 11 Chart toppers
20 Forest clearing 16 Pot covers
22 Satiate 19 Sigar remnant
24 Partially mine 20 Holy cow!”
25 Screwdriver type 3; }Szgctlllclfled spots
§3 &;ﬁ?il:la 23 Cooking fat
g 25 Move like a butterfly
31 Compass dir. % Adventure
32 Sailing challenge 927 Now, in a memo
34 Wound cover 28 Society newbies
35 Breaks down 30 Missing GI
36 Piles 33 Curtains
37 Pink hue 34 Lowly worker
40 Seniors’ org. 36 Devil’s domain
41 Each 37 Bl_anchett of “The Aviator”
42 Unexpected gain gg 1;’;111:13/ wgigmnbread
46 Story o . "
47 Shoppe descriptor 40 'Ijhe King --
48 24 horas 42 Misery
o1 . 43 Under the weather
49 Building wings 44 Architect Maya
50 Yale students 45 Young fellow
51 Conclude
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By Helen Mosbrooker

What are you most looking forward to in 2026?

I | Marilee Paddock,
= Oak Harbor

1 As | look ahead to 2026, | want to focus on nurturing my health and

{‘-\I well-being so that | can show up fully in every part of my life. | hope
i to be truly present with my family, listening deeply, offering support,
5_ -"‘ and sharing moments of joy and understanding. | want to approach
: == others with kindness, patience, and compassion, giving my time and
energy to help those who need it. Above all, | want to live with intention—making choices
that reflect my values, fostering meaningful connections, and treating each day as an
opportunity to grow, care, and contribute. | hope this year will be defined by presence,
love, and thoughtful action, as | strive to live more fully and meaningfully in every moment.

Antonio Barber,
Qak Harbor

In 2026, I'm most looking forward to being fully present for my family

and continuing to live with purpose. After losing both of my parents,
"% my perspective has completely shifted. | no longer wait for the “right
time"” to make memories or say what needs to be said, | do it now.

I'm excited to keep building the life they would've been proud of,
from being a better husband and father to growing the dreams | once
put on hold. Every day feels like a chance to do something meaningful, whether that's
coaching my kids, finishing my education, or just sitting still and being grateful.

2026 isn't about chasing more, it's about embracing what matters most.

rtr"!"g { Talia Toni Marcus,
" Langley

| am looking foward to open group gatherings. Mornings at the

Island Athletic Club, Musical Luncheons at the Monday Open Table

Langley United Methodist Church, Presentations at The Sno-Isle
“ Libraries & Game Nights, Church Services, kids school performances,
Art Walks , Welcome the Whales Parade, Meals & Events & Exercise Classes given by
Senior Resources of Island County, The Renaisance Faire, The Island County Fair, and
playing violin with the sizzling Whidbey Community Choir concerts in Oak Harbor and
volunteering with Re-purpose Whidbey and other Whidbey Prepares organizations. Joy
in Community.

Mark Lucero,
Coupeville

It is Christmas day as | write my answer to this question. It is a season
of darkness with the hope of returning light. What | most look forward
to in 2026 is that our hopes as a community and as a nation will be
realized. | hope that new light will reveal to us that our common bonds
and shared values far outweigh our differences. | hope for a robust return of civil discourse
and meaningful conversation with each other. | hope for a spirit of cooperation between
us as we find creative solutions to the very real challenges facing us. | hope we will once
again trust the guiding stars of generosity, gratitude, and compassion. | look forward to
the demise of cynicism and the return of hope. May it be so.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

FIREWOOD

Firewood
(360) 320-4316

Cut, Split, Delivered
and Ready to Burn

T

Your ad here.

$12

For any sales
or business
listings.

MUNITY E

T

VENTS FOR SALE

'.-i'—u-—lr
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RESOURCES

Family Resource Center

723 Camano Ave, Langley. 360-
221-6808 ext 4321

School supplies, coats, warm
clothing, resource connections.
Mon-Wed 9 am.-5p.m. Thurs
9a.m.-12noon, or by appt.
readinesstolearn.org

RESOURCES

Basic Food Benefits Community

Services Office: 275 Pioneer Way
#201, Oak Harbor 877-501-2233

Mother Mentors

360-321-1484 -
info@whidbeymothermentors.
org Carregiving mentoring and
play support, mothermentors.org

IN SEARCH OF

MINISTRY

Art, Antiques & Collectibles.
Cash paid for quality items.
Call or text 360-661-7298

Was your Dad or Gramps
in Japan or Germany? |
collect old 35 mm cameras
and lenses. Oak Harbor.

Call 970-823-0002

A Self-Sustaining  Ministry
(SSM) named Restorative Life
Ministry is being established
in Island County. For inqui-
ries, please contact restor-
ativelife@proton.me

I Support the Girls
360-678-2090 - isupportthegirls.
org/affiliates/whidbey-island
Essential health and hygiene
items for women and girls.

JOBS

position for
Landscaper. Location:
Langley We have an
immediate position for two
single persons or a couple to
care for a home's landscaping.
Alllandscaping tools provided
for use. Job details are raking
leaves, mowing of grass,
and shearing bushes and
plants. You need to provide
transportation to and from
our home on Whidbey Island
and have a cell phone for
contact. Pay is $25 per hour,
depending upon experience,
for eight hours once a week.
Position is permanent. Work
is available immediately. No
experience required.  We
will train, while you work in
beautiful surroundings. All
Ages, race or either sexual
status considered.

Permanent

NEW BUSINESS HOURS

Coffee At Dawn New Hours
Hi All, beginning Friday No-
vember 14th our new hours
will be: Friday thru Monday
7:30am to 3pm. The kitchen
will be open until 2:30 but
the coffee bar with pas-
tries will serve until 3:00pm.
5331 S Crawford Rd, Langley

Island Senior Resources
360-321-1600

14594 SR 525, Langley

Multiple 50+ programs and services.
Mon-Fri, 8:30am.-400p.m.
senior-resources.org

Food Banks:

‘Gifts From the Heart:
108 SW Terry Road
Monetary donations, they should
be sentto:

PO Box 155, Coupeville 98239
Distribution on 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays, 2-5p.m.
‘Good Cheer:

2812 Grimm Rd, Langley 360-
221-4868
Mon-Fri, 10a.m-4p.m.
‘North Whidbey Help House:
1091 SE Hathaway St.
Oak Harbor  360-675-0681
Mon-Fri,9am-4 p.m.
(5p.m.on Tues)

Closed 12-1 p.m. for lunch

Pamoja Place pamojaplace.org
721 Camano Ave, Langley
Safe space for BIPOC people and
allies to connect, collaborate, and
celebrate.

Island Church of Whidbey
Soup Kitchen: 503 Cascade Ave,
Langley 360-221-0969
Tues & Thurs 11:30am.-1 pm.

SPiN Café: 1241 SW Barlow St,
Oak Harbor
Daily, 6:30a.m-530p.m.

How'd you do?

Veterans Resource Center
360-331-2496

723 Camano Ave, Langley
Events, Support, and Benefits
help

Monday 10a.m.-3:30p.m.
Tues - Thurs 1:00-4:30 p.m.
Saturday by Appointment.
whibeyvrc.org

St. Hubert's Catholic Church
Wednesday Soup Kitchen
All are Welcome!

11 am-1230p.m.

804 3rd St, Langley
360-221-5303
Ask about our Thursday Dinner

Veterans Services
360-632-2496

105 NW 1st, Coupeville
Monday - Friday, 800 a.m. - 4:30

p.m.

HUB After School: 301 Anthes

Ave, Langley  360-221-0969

Food and activities for middle and

high school youth. Mon, Tues,

Thurs, Friday 2-6 pm, Wed 1-6
m
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No Cheating!

p.m.
Ryans

House for Youth:
Food, fun, support, 19777 SR
20, Coupeville  360-331-4575

Drop-in center for adults ages 18-
24; Daily 6 am.- 830 pm, 35 SE
Ely St, Oak Harbor 360-682-5098
Drop-in center for youth ages 12-
21; Mon-Fri 11 am-/ p.m.

Women, Infants & Children
(WIC:: -Oak  Harbor/North
Whidbey: 1791 NE 1st Ave. Mon-
Thurs 360-240-5554 Text: 360-
544-2239

SHELTERS/HOUSING

CADA Emergency Shelter
— Confidential crisis shelter
for women and children
fleeing domestic violence/
sexual assault/stalking. This
is NOT a homeless shelter.
Office: 360-675-7057 Crisis
Line: 360-675-2232 Toll Free:
800-215-5669

Island County Housing
Support - 105 NW 1st St.,
Coupeville 360-678-8284
For homeless or at risk of
losing housing. Mon-Thurs, 9
a.m.-3 p.m.

WEEKLY MEETINGS

S —
MEMORY CAFE Every 1stand

3rd Tues of the Month 12:30 - 200
p.m. at the First United Methodist
Church 1050 SE Ireland Street
Qak Harbor, WA. Join our bi-
monthly gathering for people with
memory loss and their family to
enjoy a time of fun, conversation,
music and laughing (and snacks).
This is a dementia friendly setting.
For information: 360-720-4535

SOUTH WHIDBEY NAR-
ANON FAMILY GROUP meets
every Wednesday at 6pm at the
Langley Methodist Church, 301
Anthes in Langley. We meet in
the Fireside Room, rear of church.
Karol:360 914 7695.

Ryan’s House for Youth

- 19777 SR 20, Coupeville
360-331-4575

For at-risk adults ages 18-24

Whidbey Homeless Coalition
- Serving Island County 360-
900-3077

The Haven Overnight Shelter
is a night-to-night shelter for
up to 30 individuals. Must fol-
low check in rules and must
register daily between 4:00
and 4:30pm Mon. thru Fri.
and 3:45 pm to 4:00 pm on
Saturdays and Sundays at the
SPIN Café, 1241 SW Barlow
St., Oak Harbor.

House of Hope Emergency
Housing, Langley, 360-708-
4533. Transitional housing
for families and adults at se-
vere risk of homelessness; to
apply, contact the Housing
Support Center or call the
number above.

Oxford Houses — Recovery
housing oxfordhouse.org
-Men:360-246-4101

- Women & Children: 360-
682-5773

CRISIS LINES

9-1-1: Call for threats to life,
fire, accident or crime
-Non-emergency lines:
Oak Harbor Police
Department-360-279-4600
-Island Communications
Dispatch (ICOM) - 360-679-
9567

9-8-8: Suicide and crisis
lifeline, free & confidential

- 741-741: 24/7 Crisis Text Line
-800-584-3578:

24/7 Northwest Washington
Crisis Services

- 360-678-7880: Island County
Behavioral Health

866-488-7386 Trevor Project:
24/7 support for LGBTQIA2S+

d(N|3
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MONTHLY MEETING
Monthly Meeti
for Mental Heal

Hosted by NAMI for Al Adult
Individuals who have a family or
friend suffering from depression,
anxiety, bipolar  disorder, or
other mental health conditions.
Trinitﬁ/ Lutheran ~ Church i
Freeland Lower

Building
Closest to  the  Highway
18341 WA-525, Freeland

3rd Wednesday of the Month
100 - 23 p.m.

Emaill for more  Information:

karens@nami-sno-isle.org

Have a problem with drinking? It
doesn't cost anything to attend
A.A. meetings. Local Meet-
ings are in Coupeville, Freeland,
Langley, Clinton, and Oak Harbor.
There are no age or education re-
quirements to participate. Mem-
bership is open to anyone who
wants to do something about
their drinking problem. A A''s pri-
mary purpose is to help alcoholics
to achieve sobriety. We're here to
help. For local meetings search
aa.org or call 888-360-1564

Have you ever been affected by
someone else’s drinking?  Al-
Anonmaybeforyou. AL-ANON:
Tuesdays at 5:30-6:30 Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church Library 1253 NW
2nd Ave. There is help and hope:
Contact for more info:  Rebecca
425-773-6937

Bothered by  someone's
drinking? AlAnon can help!
Langley Family AlAnon
Group, Wednesdays 9:30 AM
to 1030 AM, Langley Meth-
odist Church, 301 Anthes
Ave, Langley. Fireside room
Information: (206) 898-2771.

Gamblers Anonymous Meeting.
Every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. at the
Mount Vernon Senior Center.
Mount Vernon Senior Center,
1401 Cleveland Ave, Mount Ver-
non Any questions, call Washing-
ton State Gamblers Anonymous
hotline at 855-222-5542, or visit
https://gawashington.org/

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
Tuesdays 7 PM to 8 PM

Langley  United  Method-
ist Church 301 Anthes Ave.
Room 224
Langley, Washington 98260

For local meeting information and
support call: Kevin 206-395-9622

Adult Children of Alcoholic and
Dysfunctional Families meeting,
Tuesdays 2-3 pm, Langley Meth-
odist Church - 301 Anthes Ave,
Langley - Fireside room. Contact:
acawhidbey@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED INFORMATION

US Postal Mail

Whidbey Weekly
Classified Department
PO Box 1098

Oak Harbor, WA 98277

classifieds@whidbeyweekly.com

360-682-8283

PLEASE CALL WHEN YOUR ITEMS HAVE SOLD.

Please try to limit your classified to 30 words or less,
(amounts and phone numbers are counted as words)
we will help edit if necessary. We charge $12/week for
Vehicles, Boats, Motorcycles, RVs, Real Estate Rental/
Sales, Business Classifieds and any items selling $1,000
and above. We do charge $25 to include a photo. The
FREE classified space is not for business use. No clas-
sified is accepted without phone number. We reserve
the right to not publish classifieds that are in bad taste
or of questionable content. All free classifieds will be
published twice consecutively. If you would like your

ad to be published more often, you must resubmit it.
Deadline for all submissions is one week prior to issue date.
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Let's Keep it Going for
WHIDBEY! THANK YOU!

$8,600
y = $6,000

Y = $4,800
$3,706 — 53,600
= $2,400

— $1,800

- $1,200

- $600

At Whidbey Weekly, we believe in recycling — and that includes our
delivery van. If the frame is sound, we believe a vehicle deserves to be
reconditioned and kept on the road for as long as possible.

It's time for a new engine on our faithful 2003 Oldsmobile Silhouette.
The cost of parts and labor is estimated at $8,600 out the door.

This purchase is essential to keeping our local news in print across
Whidbey. Thousands of readers pick up their free copies every week
from locations across the island — and this van makes that possible.

We're asking for financial support
from all who are able to contribute:

Send checks or money orders to:
Whidbey Weekly
P.0. Box 1098, Oak Harbor, WA, 98277

Or donate through our ongoing GoFundMe
by scanning the QR code.

Whidbey\Weekly

May the New Year bring prosperity:

WWW.W h i d b e y wee k ly. com To the Land, to the Soul, and to you the Newspaper.



